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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUN: 
SEL OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
OF NORTH AMERICA, JANUARY 15, 1913. 


THE REV. ARTHUR J. BROWN, D.D., CHAIRMAN, 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel herewith submits its sixth 
annual report. The Committee, as in former years, has dealt with a 
wide range of matters. Some of them do not require discussion in a 
printed report and others may be omitted for the present because they 
are still under consideration. We now report upon the following 
subjects: 


CHANGES IN THE DEFINITION OF DUTIES OF COMMIT- 
TEES OF THE CONFERENCE AND IN METHODS OF 
PROCEDURE IN CONDUCTING THE BUSINESS 
OF THE: CONFERENCE, 


The last Annual Conference “instructed the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel, in consultation with the Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittees of the Conference, to consider and report upon such changes 
as it may be thought wise to make in the definition of the duties of the 
several Committees of the Conference and of the methods of pro- 
cedure in the conduct of the business of the Conference, and that it 
prepare such amendments to the Constitution as may be necessary in 
the manner provided for in the Constitution.” 

A Sub-Committee has given much time to this important matter and 
the full Committee has considered it at both its spring and fall meet- 
ings. The following report is now presented to the Conference, ad- 
vance copies having been sent to all the Boards and Societies several 
weeks ago in order that they might be informed as 'to the proposed 
changes: 


DUTIES OF PERMANENT COMMITTEES. 


The duties of the Committee of Reference and Counsel shall include 
such features as, “(a) suggestions in regard to unoccupied fields; (b) 
negotiations with governments; (c) consideration of questions arising 
on the mission field between the missions of different Boards, as they 
may be referred to it; (d) such other questions as may be referred to 
it from time to time; (e) ofiginal action in cases requiring immediate 
attention and not involving questions of policy regarding which there 
might be essential differences of opinion; (f) act for the Conference 
ad interim in all matters calling for executive action, in so far as 
definite authority and power may not have been committed to regular 
or special Committees.” 

The Committee on the Home Base shall consider questions relating 
to the cultivation of the home Churches and the relations of mission 
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REPORT OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE. 


1. Resolved, That a Committee of General Reference, consisting 
of seven members, be appointed, to whom shall be referred the Rela- 
tions of Governments to Missions, Unoccupied Fields and Comity, the 
promotion of Simultaneous Meetings, Special Objects, with such 
other matters as the Conference may commit to them. 

2. Resolved, That the Chairmen of the several Committees send at 
least the outline of their reports to their committeemeu sufficiently in 
advance of the Conference to allow for additions and criticisms, in 
order that tentative reports may in each case be laid before the whole 
Committee the day preceding the Conference. 

3. Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements provide for ses- 
sions of the various Committees on the day preceding the Conference. 

4. Resolved, That they provide for at least one joint session with 


the representatives of the Women’s Board, to consider matters of com- 
mon interest. 


5. Resolved, That the Committee on Ecumenical Conference be 
empowered to enlarge their number as they may deem best, fill va- 
cancies, and appoint such sub-Committees as they may judge neces- 
sary. 


6. Resolved, That the Committees for the ensuing year be consti- 
tuted as follows: 


Committee of Arrangements, 1898. 


A. B. LEronarp, C. C. CREEGAN, 
Rivineton D. Lorp, JOHN GILLESPIE, 
S. H. CHESTER, WILLIAM BELL, 


W. Henry GRANT. 


Self-Support in Mission Churches. 


W. R. LampBurs, Henry N. Coss, 
S. L. Batpwiy, SamuEL L. Duncan, 
J. L. Barron, W. Henry GRANT. 


Uniform Statistical Blank. 


SAMUEL W. Duncan, JOHN GILLESPIE, 
J. L. Barron, J. L. AMERMAN. 


Student Volunteers and Candidates. 


Cuas. DanteEtLs, JOHN GILLESPIE, 
LutHEer D. WisHarb, GEORGE SCHOLL. 


Committee of General Reference. 


ARTHUR J. Brown, W. T. Smiru, 
JUDSON SMITH, S. W. Duncan, 
Henry N. Coss, Wm. S. Lancrorp, 


W. Henry GRantT. 


Ecumenical Missionary Conference. 


JUDSON SMITH, ; Wm. S. Lancrorp, 
A. J. PALMER, S, W. Duncan, 
F. F. EvLiLinwoop. 


Treasury Topics. 


WiLi1aAm DULLES, JR., Rost. H. WaRrpDEN, 
Frank H. WiaeGrn, Homer Eaton, 
Jas. L.. AMERMAN. 


Editing and Printing Report. 


W. Henry GRANT, S. L. BaLpwin, 
Henry N. Coss. 


7. Resolved, That the resolutions proposed by the Committee on 
Self-Support be adopted as follows: 


First: That the several Boards composing the Conference be asked 
to furnish the Committee annually the following information : 


(a) Whole appropriation of the Board. 

(6) Administration expenses. 

(c) Gross sum appropriated for missions in Europe, United 
States and Canada. 

(da) Gross sum appropriated for missionaries’ salaries and sup- 
port, including missionaries at home on furlough, mission- 
aries’ residences and station expenses (not including work 
in Kurope, United States or Canada). 

(e) Gross sum appropriated for native work. (Evangelistic, Edu- 
cational, Medical, ete. ) 

(f) Native contributions to same objects. 


Sxconp: That another letter be sent to the missionaries concerning 
the efforts they have made this year, and asking those who have not 
done so already to send in as complete reports as they can, adopting 
some system of securing the statistics of their work as rapidly as their 
imperative duties in other directions will allow. 


Turrp: That each Board through its Secretaries request station 
secretaries or treasurers to fill out the blanks annually and send them 
to the Boards they represent for use in compiling the statistics for 
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their annual reports and for other uses in connection with their annual 
appropriations, 


8. Resolved, That the suggestions of the Committee on the Student 
Volunteer Movement be adopted as follows: 

That this Conference recognizes, with devout gratitude to God, the 
providential significance of the Student Volunteer Movement in its 
relation to the cause of foreign missions; the value and importance of 
the objects it has in view and the great wisdom, as well as the spirit 
of absolute dependence on the Holy Ghost, with which it has sought 
to promote them; and the evident desire on the part of its leaders to 
cultivate close and sympathetic relations with, and subserve the inter- 
ests of, these Boards and their work, In this desire, and the hope 
that these relations may be even closer and more cordial, if possible, 
we fully sympathize. 

Many of us testify to a large increase in the number of candidates 
for appointment, through the instrumentality of the Movement, and 
while we rejoice in the fact, we would express our earnest conviction 
that quality even more than quantity is to be desired in the field. 
With this view we welcome the educational department cf its work as 
a new and valuable aid in the preparation of candidates, and express 
the hope that it may be continued, especially in our theological semi- 
naries, until such time as it may be rendered unnecessary by the adop- 
tion of the study of missions as a regular part of their curricula. 

We suggest that wider use may profitably be made of the Volunteer 
Bands by our Boards, as a valuable and efficient agency in quickening 
the zeal of our churches in this service, and leading them to recognize 
in the Movement, as they appear to have failed to do as yet, God’s 
answer to their own prayers for laborers for the world’s great harvest 
field, and His challenge to their greatest faith and consecration and 
their enlarged and self-sacrificing liberality. 


‘“ God answers sharp and sudden on some prayers, 
And thrusts the thing we ask for in our faces; 
A gauntlet, with a gift in’t.”’ 


Resolved, That the Committee be requested to secure information, 
to be presented at the next Conference, concerning the amount and 
quality of missionary instruction given at the theological semina- 
ries in the United States and Canada, and the amount of time devoted 
to such studies. Also to collect any other information relative to this 
subject as shall be helpful in this line. 

That we recognize the great value of the educational work being 
done by Rev. Harlan P. Beach under the auspices of the Student 
Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, and recommend a careful 
examination of the course of study and text books prepared for this 
work, and, as far as possible, the co-operation of the Boards. 


Special Resolutions. 


Resolved, That this Conference of Foreign Missions Boards, repre- 
senting as its members believe the sentiment of the great body of 
Protestant Christians throughout the United States and Canada, re- 
joices in the prospect of the early ratification by their respective gov- 
ernments of the general Treaty of Arbitration already signed by their 
foreign ministers, and respectfully urges prompt confirmation of the 
same. 

Resolved, That in view of the importance of a clear understanding 
of the policy and plans for self-support as recommended by the Con- 
ference of Foreign Missions Boards, we cordially commend to the As- 
sembly of Missionaries to be held in the City of Mexico, January 25th, 
our esteemed Secretary, Mr. W. Henry Grant, who may, at his own 
expense, attend said Assembly in the interest of the cause of missions. 


Resolved, That our thanks be tendered to Dr. J. T. Gracey, Presi- 
dent of the International Missionary Union, for his kind invitation 
to attend the meeting of that body in June next, at Clifton Springs. 
That we recommend the Secretaries of the Board who can make it 
convenient, to attend; and we authorize them to convey to the Union 
an expression of our cordial regard. 

Resolved, That our most cordial thanks be tendered to the Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions for the use of their rooms, and for 
the bountiful entertainment provided by their thoughtful care. 

Resolved, That we accept the invitation of the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church to meet at their Mission House, 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York City, for the Sixth Conference. 


Boards represented in the Conference to interdenominational agencies, 
in so far as these agencies concern the home base. 

The Committee on Religious Needs of Anglo-American Communities 
in Mission Fields shall study the moral and religious conditions of such 
communities in foreign mission lands, report to the Conference the 
result of their studies, and render in the name of the Conference what- 
ever assistance may be possible in securing and supporting suitable° 
pastors, providing appropriate church buildings and in creating a whole- 
some and intelligent religious life among these communities. . 

The Committee on Arrangements shall prepare the program and make 
all necessary provision for the sessions of the Conference and attend 
to any and all matters referred to it by the Conference. 

The Committee on Credentials shall make up the roll of the Con- 
ference and consider all questions relating to the membership of the 
same. 

The Committee on Nominations shall present annually lists of nom- 
inees to fill vacancies in all of the permanent Committees except its 
own, and make nominations in all cases referred to it by the Conference. 


\ 


To be added at the close of the section of the Constitution headed 
“Committees.” 


“No member of the Conference shall be eligible for service upon any 
one of these permanent Committees for more than two full terms, 
without at least one year’s retirement, reckoning to begin from the 
adoption of this measure. Exception may be made to this rule by the 
unanimous recommendation of the Nominating Committee, unanimously 
endorsed by the Conference.” 


Under the head of “Committee Reports,’ second paragraph, follow- 
ing the expression, “shall be allowed thirty minutes,” it is recommended 
that all that follows be omitted, and in its place the following be in- 
serted : 


“In preparing its report, each Committee shall consider separate topics 
by themselves, concluding each topic with whatever finding or recom- 
mendation it desires to propose. Each topic with resolution or recom- 
mendation shall be discussed and disposed of by the Conference before 
the following topic of the same report is considered, except as may be - 
called for by the Conference. Ample opportunity shall be given for 
discussion, a member of the Conference having a second privilege of 
the floor upon a single topic only when no other member desires to 
speak. Every member shall have equal opportunity to speak upon each 
eas ee tee . 


Under the section “Resolutions,” following the first two words “All 
resolutions,’ and before the words “shall be referred,” the following 
to be inserted : 

“and recommendations and motions presented by any Com- 


mittee or offered from the floor may, by common consent, be acted’ 
upon by the Conference at once and permanently disposed of, but if 
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any member objects (except in the case of matters of routine) the 
question under consideration, etc. . .. 


SCHOOLS FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN IN THE MISSION’ 
FIELD AND HOMES FOR MISSIONARIES AND MIS- 
SIONARIES’ CHILDREN IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


The Committee has continued its careful study of this large question 
which means so much to many devoted missionaries and their children. 
The following report, drafted by the Sub-Committee in charge, is now 
submitted to the Conference: 


SCHOOLS FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN IN THE 
MISSION FIELD. 


This is a subject which has been agitated in mission fields only in 
recent years, but is one that is more and more attracting the attention 
of missionaries and Missionary Societies, and undoubtedly will still 
more demand consideration in the future. There are already a large 
number of schools in mission fields, either formed expressly for the 
training of children of missionaries, or so organized that the children 
of missionaries can avail themselves of the privileges of the school. 
We will name some of these schools and places where such are con- 
templated or desired, although our list will undoubtedly be incomplete. 


INDIA. 


Kodaikanal, Pulney Hills, Southern India. At least four different 
denominations are cooperating in the conduct and support of this school. 
It holds property estimated at a valuation of not less than $30,000. It 
is supported by direct appropriations made to the school by several 
different Missionary Societies and by payments made by the children 
out of allowances given for their support. 

Mussourie, in the Himalayas, a college for girls and young women, 
named “Woodstock College,’ where the daughters of missionaries in 
India go and where small boys are also received. Other Europeans and 
also Eurasians are admitted. The school is conducted as a regular part 
‘of the missionary work of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. 

The Methodist Missionary Society has schools for the children of 
missionaries in India which are not general, and also missionaries’ 
children: attend many different schools organized in the country. 


CHINA. 

Chefoo. The first school to be mentioned in China is that at Chefoo. 
conducted by the China Inland Mission. This is probably the most 
complete and best conducted of any school for missionaries’ chil- 
dren in the Far East. Itt was primarily started for the education of 
the children of missionaries of the China Inland Mission, but mis- 
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sionary children from other Boards have been accepted so far as the 
limits of the school permit. 4 


Kuling. At least five Missionary Societies working in Central China 
are in favor of a school for missionaries’ children at Kuling in Central 
China. An interdenominational committee is formed, both in China 
and in the United States, for a practical consideration and completion 
of a school at Kuling, the same Committee in the United States hav- 
ing also under its purview the question of another school in Shanghai. 


Shanghai. At least four Missionary Societies favor a school for 
missionary children in Shanghai, and one is already in operation there 
which is not purely a school for missionary children but one to which 
they are admitted. Some of the missions in Central China believe 
that Shanghai offers the most favorable facilities for such a school, 
while to others Kuling appears to present the largest advantages. 
A joint committee, appointed by the Societies concerned, is now in 
charge of the matter and is conducting the necessary correspondence. 


Tung-chow. At least three Missionary Societies are investigating 
the location of a school for missionary children in North China, and 
three or four locations are under consideration, with an apparent lean- 
ing towards Tungchow, 12 miles from the city of Peking. A Com- 
mittee is investigating the question of location, after which the subject 
of buildings and the management of the school will be brought forward. 


Cheng-tu. The Missionary Society of the Methodist Church in 
Canada has established a school for missionary children at Chengtu, 
in West China. It is maintained partly by fees and partly by supple- 
mentry grants by the Board. A permanent site has been secured, and 
an appropriation has been made by the Missionary Society for the 
erection of a building that will accommodate 30 resident pupils. While 
this school is owned and operated by the Missionary Society, the 
privileges of the school are extended to children of missionaries 
connected with any of the other missions working in Szechwan, and it 
seems adapted to meet the requirements of a school for missionary 
children for that entire Province. 


Amoy. There is a call for a school for missionaries’ children in 
Amoy, but at present no definite steps have been taken. 


Canton. There is a feeling among several missionaries working 
at Canton that such a school should be established there, but it is 
possible that if schools are opened at Shanghai and Kuling, the mis- 
sionaries of both Amoy and Canton will take advantage of these 
institutions farther north. 


Honan. A school was established in Honan in tg910 under the 
initiative of the missionaries of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
The Mission Board provided the building, while the missionaries pro- 
vide for the expense of the conduct of the school. Some pupils from 
other missions are received. _ 


KOREA, 


Pyeng Yang. A school for missionaries’ children has been in exist- 
ence for eleven or twelve years in Pyeng Yang, but without a boarding 
department. A Committee is appointed for the purpose of securing 
funds for the enlargement of the school and the adding of a board- 
ing department. In Korea itself at the time the canvass was made a 
few months ago, there were 138 children of missionaries, 57 of whom 
were between five and sixteen years of age. Twenty-eight families 
outside of Pyeng Yang, representing 58 children, have signified their 
desire to send their children to the school. In order to facilitate the 
work of the school an association called the Missionary School Asso- 
ciation of Korea has been formed and is now actively engaged in 
canvassing the subject. 

JAPAN. 

Tokyo. While there is no school in Japan which bears the name of 
school for missionary children, there is a foreign academy in Tokyo 
to which many missionaries send their children, and an effort is being 
made to put the school upon a better footing and more worthy the 
attendance of the children of foreign missionaries throughout the 
Empire. For this purpose an adequate building should be provided and 
a permanent income sufficient to allow it to be properly staffed. The 
children of other foreigners are admitted and also some Japanese 
children. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Baguio, North Luzon. Three Societies are uniting in the opening 
of a school for missionaries’ children at Baguio. The school has not yet 
been fully developed but is in process. The United States Government 
has offered and agreed to furnish an American teacher and a building 
for the school when 20 pupils can be secured. The Missionary Societies 
will need to furnish a hostel and a matron for the children. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


Mackenzie College, Brazil. This College is under an independent 
Board of Trustees but is an outgrowth of the work of the Presby- 
terian Mission. The missionaries in Southern Brazil make use of this 
school for their children, some choosing this College rather than 
colleges in the United States. 

TURKEY. 


No schools as such for missionary children are supported in Turkey, 
but many of the children of missionaries attend existing schools, as 
Robert College in Constantinople, the American College for Girls, 
Constantinople, the International Institute for Girls in Smyrna, and the 
Syrian Protestant College in Beirut. ; 

In addition to the missionary schools, it is the custom in some 
large stations for missionaries to combine together to bring out a 
teacher for the children of: several families, and even of different 
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Societies. The suggestion has been made that this method might be the 
modest beginning of a real school for missionaries’ children, to be 
later developed, as circumstances demand. 


Correspondence reveals the fact that there is a consciousness on the 
part of missionaries of the need of schools in which their children can 
be kept in the country longer and thus enable the parents to hold 
personal relations with their children at the most formative period of 
their life, while at the same time not sacrificing their future by depriving 
them of the educational advantages which they should have at that time. 


HOMES FOR MISSIONARIES AND MISSIONARIES’ CHIL- 
DREN IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Several Mission Boards make special provision for homes for the 
children of their missionaries when they are sent to the United States 
for their education, and some provide also for the missionaries when 
at home on furlough, and when superannuated. Besides this, there are 
some homes or resorts which are interdenominational and equally 
available for missionaries of all communions. We can give but a 
partial list of the various homes in this report. 

Interdenominational. “Minnie Seaside Rest” at Old Orchard, Maine, 
is a summer resort, open during July and August, for foreign mis- 
sionaries actively engaged in the work. Missionaries somewhat broken 
in health are also admitted. Children are excluded. The rates are very 
moderate, as the Home has a partial endowment. 

“Mountain Rest’ at Goshen, Mass., is on practically the same basis 
as “Minnie Seaside Rest,’ although at “Mountain Rest” children are 
admitted. There are several cottages for the occupation of families. 

The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society has Homes for the’ 
children of missionaries at Granville, Ohio, and at Chicago, Ill. One 
at Newton Center, Mass., is under the Woman’s Auxiliary. There is 
demand for another Home also, especially for the children of the 
Congo missionaries. This Society has two cottages also for missionary 
families on furlough, one at Malden, Mass., the other at Granville, Ohio. 

The Presbyterian Board of Missions has a Home for the children 
of missionaries at Wooster, Ohio, and several cottages for furloughed 
missionaries. “Rest Haven,” at Fairfield, lowa, is also for returned 
foreign missionaries and their families. 

The Missionary Alliance Training Institute, at Nyack, N. Y., is not 
a school expressly for missionaries’ children, but many missionary chil- 
dren attend, of several denominations. 

The Foreign Christian Missionary Society has a Home for the 
children of missionaries at Hiram, Ohio. 

The Moravian Church has schools for the children of missionaries 
in Germany maintained by the Mission Board, and in the United States 
the children of missionaries are admitted to any one of their four 
boarding schools at the nominal price of $100 a year. It has also a 
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Home in Nazareth, Pa., for retired missionaries, with or without chil- 
dren; also a Home for widows and daughters of ministers and 
missionaries, in Bethlehem, Pa. 

The Presbyterian Church South has a Home at Fredericksburg, Va., 
for the children of missionaries. 

The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions has 
two Homes for missionaries and their children, one at Auburndale, 
Mass., and the other at Oberlin, Ohio. Both of these institutions have 
cottages which can be occupied by missionary families when on 
furlough. 

Other Societies are feeling the need of Homes for children as well 
as for missionaries when on furlough, but as yet have not provided 
them. 


RELATION OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETIES TO THE. MIS- 
SION TO LEPERS IN INDIA AND THE EAST: 


In compliance with requests from several persons, representatives of 
the Committee of Reference and Counsel, held a Conference with 
the American Secretary and Committee of the Mission to 
Lepers in India and the East regarding the relationship of the 
Boards and Missionary Societies to the Mission to Lepers and the 
proper crediting of gifts for this purpose. As a result of this Confer- 
ence, the following statement of policy was agreed upon by the 
Commitee of Reference and Counsel and the American Committee 
of the Mission to Lepers and was sent to all the Boards and Societies 
represented in the Conference for such action as they might deem 
proper: 

“In view of communications received by the Committee of Refer- 
ence and Counsel in relation to the work of the Mission to Lepers in 
India and the East it was voted that the following minute be recorded: 

“That the Committee of Reference and Counsel would express their 
hearty sympathy with the work of this organization as worthy of the 
endorsement of the Mission Boards; 

“That in their judgment the general plan followed by the Mission 
to Lepers—that of cooperation with the work of Mission Boards—is 
in the interest of a true economy and efficiency in its distinctive work. 

“That it be recommended to the Mission Boards that they shall 
receive and forward to this Mission to Lepers contributions for the 
support and education of lepers, and that, while crediting in their regu- 
lar accounts only such receipts as apply to the support of their own 
missionaries who are engaged in work for lepers, they shall print in 
their reports a statement of such amounts as may be received by them 
and forwarded to this Mission for its general uses. 

“That the Mission for Lepers should be careful in its methods of 
securing funds to regard strictly those rules of comity which are ob- 
served by other organizations in cooperation with the general Mis- 
sionary Societies, in order that the normal receipts of these Societies 
from their supporting churches, Sunday-schools and other church or- 
ganizations, may not be diverted from their work.” 
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PUTUMAYO INDIANS IN PERU. 


The Christian world has been deeply moved by accounts of the 
atrocities that have been committed upon the helpless Putumayo Indians 
in Peru, in connection with the collection of rubber; accounts which are 
not based upon rumors but upon official reports of reliable men who 
have personally investigated the conditions. We are gratified to know 
that the Government of Great Britain has taken such diplomatic action 
with the Government of Peru as it deemed practicable, and that it has 
expressed its sympathy with the indignant protest of the British public, 
a protest which has included the Rubber Company whose offices are in 
London and several of whose directors are Englishmen. The Committee 
feels that this Conference should respond to the hope expressed by Sir 
Edward Grey, British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and to 
the appeal of the British Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection 
Society, that the American people will unite with them in efforts to 
secure the abatement of this evil and the prevention of its recurrence. 
The Committee is glad to know of the effort which the Government 
of Peru is now making to carry out needed reforms, and of the proposal 
to secure the cooperation of the Governments of Great Britain, the 
United States, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Brazil, Colombia and Venezuela, 
in securing an investigation of the entire rubber producing region of 
South America with a view to such joint action as may be found neces- 
sary to conserve the reasonable rights of the rubber companies and at 
the same time protect the interests of the Indians who labor for them. 
Steps are being taken to call a conference of the missionary and 
philanthropic organizations concerned to consider the special conditions 
and needs of the Indians and other aboriginal peoples and to enter into 
such cooperation as may be found practicable with the British Anti- 
Slavery and Aboringines Protection Society, and the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel has assured those who are moving in the matter 
of its readiness to cooperate. 


CONFERENCE-ON THE SITUATION IN CHINA. 


In view of the extraordinary situation in China and its large bearing 
upon the future of missionary work, the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel, in accordance with authority given at the last meeting of the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America, invited the Boards and 
Societies of Foreign Missions in the United States and Canada which 
have work in China to send representatives to a Special Conference to 
be held February 29, 1912, in the Presbyterian Building, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. Each Board was requested to make an effort 
to secure the attendance of its President, Executive Officers and the 
members of its Committee on China, and also as many as practicable 
of its China missionaries who were at home on furlough. 

At the appointed time, seventy-five officers, members and furloughed 
missionaries of twenty-eight Foreign Missions Boards of the United 
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States and Canada met. Much preliminary studying had been done by 
appointed speakers and carefully prepared papers were presented by 
experts who had been selected in advance and who had given much 
thought and prayer to their respective subjects. Considerable time was 
given to free and informal discussion by the members of the Conference 
and this part of the program was exceedingly helpful. The spirit of 
prayer was a marked characteristic of the Conference. The day began 
with an uplifting devotional service conducted by the Right Rev. Arthur 
S. Lloyd, D.D., President of the Protestant Episcopal Board, and one of 
the most solemn periods of the day was the noon hour on “Intercessory 
Prayer’ under the leadership of the Rev. R. P. Mackay, D.D., Secretary 
of the Canadian Presbyterian Board. 

The Conference unanimously requested the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel to prepare for immediate distribution a short leaflet giving 
a brief account of the Conference and the “Message of the Conference 
to the Home Churches, the Missions and the Chinese Churches.” The 
Conference also requested the Committee of Reference and Counsel to 
print in a larger pamphlet all the papers presented, if there should be a 
sufficient number of orders to pay for approximate cost of publication. 
The Committee received such orders, and it printed the full text of 
the papers. The discussions were not given as they would have made 
the pamphlet of impracticable size. The Committee did not attempt 
to edit these papers, it being deemed wiser that each writer should be 
understood as speaking for himself alone and not committing either 
the Board which he represented or the Conference or the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel to any responsibility for his particular 
opinions. The Conference had no power to legislate for any particular 
Board or Mission. The representatives met for consultation and prayer 
regarding an extraordinary and momentous emergency. A _ special 
Committee was appointed to draw up a statement of policies and 
methods to be recommended to the Boards and Societies, but this 
Committee felt that more time was required for this purpose and on 
its recommendation, the Conference requested the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel to do this important work and to submit its 
conclusions to the Boards for their approval. As an aid to the Com- 
mittee, and in view of frequently published statements that the Boards 
are often disposed to obstruct union movements on the foreign field, 
the Conference adopted the following resolutions as an unofficial expres- 
sion of its opinion: 

“1. This Conference desires to assure the Missions in the strongest 
possible manner of its unreserved approval of the effort to accomplish 
the union of the Christian Church in China and promises the Missions 
that they will have in such efforts the hearty support of the members 
of this Conference. 

“2. The Conference approves of the fullest possible measure not only 
of co-operation but of union in all forms of mission work, such as 
education, preparation and publication of literature, hospitals and phil- 
anthropic work. 
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“3, With deep satisfaction at the establishment and development of 
the Church of Christ in China, and recognizing the supreme place 
which the Chinese Church must occupy in the evangelization of the 
nation, this Conference expresses its sympathy with every purpose of 
the Church itself to unite in the interests of increased strength and 
economy and of the effective propagation of the Gospel of Christ.” 


The following 


MESSAGE TO THE HOME CHURCHES, THE MISSIONS AND THE 
CHINESE CHURCHES. 


was adopted by a rising vote: 


“The representatives of the Foreign Mission Boards of the United 
States and Canada which are carrying on missionary work in China, 
having carefully considered together the situation, which China pre- 
sents at this hour to the Christian Church, desire to address this word 
to the Christian forces which are at work in the new Republic and to 
the Christian agencies in North America to which China has looked 
and is looking now for her main sympathy and assistance. 

“The whole world is agreed in recognizing in the transformation of 
China one of the greatest movements in human history. Whether we 
consider the immensity of the population affected, the character of the 
change that is taking place, the magnitude of the interests which are 
involved, the comparative peacefulness of the crisis, or the significance 
of the fact that a great and ancient race is undergoing in the period 
of a decade a radical intellectual and spiritual readjustment it is evi- 
dent that it is given to us to witness and have part in a vast movement 
whose consequences will affect the whole world and be unending. 

“This movement, we believe, may become, by God’s grace, if the 
Christian Church is faithful, the regeneration of a nation. For no 
change of institutions, of political principles, of social order, or of 
economic conditions can avail to satisfy the deep needs of which China 
has now become conscious. Political reformation requires a new moral 
and religious life. All that China has had that is worthy she needs 
now, and with it she needs also, and seems now prepared to receive, 
the new conceptions of the Gospel, and not these conceptions only, but 
also the power of God in Christ, by which alone they may be realized 
in the life of the nation in this new and wonderful day. 

“The time, for which we have long worked and prayed, appears to 
have come at last in a measure and with a momentum beyond our 
faith, and we rejoice with the Christian agencies at work in China, 
with the 11,661 leaders of the Chinese Church, with its 278,628 mem- 
bers, and with the 4,299 missionaries from Western lands, in the unique 
opportunity which they possess of meeting an inquiring people with 
the light and life which they are seeking, and of offering to them and 
to their rulers the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, the one true 
Leader and King of Men. 

“We rejoice in the measure of unity already attained by the Chris- 
tian forces in China and in their ability in this hour, without waste or 
discord, to present to the Chinese people the one faith which we all 
hold and the one Lord-whom we all follow. We rejoice that so many 
of the men who have wrought for China in this time of national need 
have been Christian men who have borne their great responsibilities 
with Christian fidelity and sought to serve their country with Christian 
unselfishness. With a Christian Church united in its mission and with 
Christian men serving the State in patriotic and religious devotion, we 
believe that the prayers of many hearts will be answered, that, on the 
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one hand, a pure and unconfused Gospel may be preached to the nation, 
and that on the other hand the Christian spirit, unmixed with secular 
misunderstanding or personal ambition, may control the minds of the 
men who are to bear rule and authority in the new day. 

“Tn the effort to which the Christian forces of the nation will now 
give themselves with a new zeal, to carry the Gospel far and wide over 
China and deep into the life of the people, we desire to assure them 
of the sympathy and support of the Church in the West, and we now 
make appeal to the Home Church to meet the emergency with unceas- 
ing prayer and unwithholding consecration. 

“We earnestly renew the appeal made by us in January and sup- 
ported by President Taft, the American Red Cross, and the China 
Famine Relief Committee for generous contributions to save the lives 
of 3,000,000 people in China who -face starvation unless help is given 
at once. 

“Especially we ask the Church to pray: 

For the people of China, this great and virile nation which awakened 
from the torpor of ages by the quickening forces of the modern world, 
is now called upon to deal with enormous legislative, economic, educa- 
tional and moral readjustments. 

For the Chinese Christians, who share in full measure the priva- 
tions and problems that are the common lot of their countrymen. 

For the missionaries and their work, the adequate expansion of 
Christian education and evangelization, and the adaptation of mission 
methods to the needs of the present situation. 

For full religious liberty in China. 

For perfect union among the Christians of every name. 

For a spirit of true independence on the part of the Church in 
China and of perfect cooperation with the Missions of the Churches of 
the West. 

For guidance of the new leaders of China, that they may be Chris- 
tian men and may lead their land forward in wisdom and peace. 

For the purity of the Gospel in China, that it may not be miscon- 
ceived, but that it may be known and experienced as the power of God 
unto salvation. 

For a right attitude on the part of all governments toward the gov- 
ernment of China. 

For the Manchus and the Chinese alike, that they may find Christ. 

“So great an opportunity as God now offers in China is a sovereign 
summons. It demands of us the enlargement of our horizons, the ex- 
pansion of our faith, the acceptance of our duty, and the eager and 
joyful exercise of our fellowship with Christ in ministering to the 
need of an awakened nation, and in hastening the coming of His 
world-wide kingdom by an unprecedented advancement. May the 
Church in China and in the West be found equal to this opportunity! 

“We request pastors to read this message to their people, and we 
appeal to the men and women of the churches by their prayers, their 
counsels and their enlarged gifts, to aid in meeting the call which is 
now coming from our Lord in China.” 


The Conference was marked throughout by the breadth of view, a 
pervasive spiritual atmosphere, and a profound sense of responsibility 
and privilege. Nearly 4,000 copies of the seventy-two page pamphlet, 
giving the full text of the addresses, were ordered and distributed and 
about 40,000 copies of the Message to the Churches. We have reason 
to believe that these documents were widely read’ and that many people 
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of God united in earnest and prayerful effort to meet aright the extra- 
ordinary emergency in China to which God is summoning His people. 

In compliance with the request of the Conference, the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel, after prolonged consideration, sent to all the 
Boards and Societies having work in China the following outline of a 


MISSIONARY POLICY FOR CHINA, 


as embodying considerations which urgently demand the earnest and 
prayerful attention of the Church of God throughout the world: 


“(1) That the time has come to make a far more comprehensive 
and resolute effort than ever before effectively to occupy China with 
the agents and agencies of the Gospel. 

“(2) That immediate steps be taken to increase in the near future, 
particularly within the next three years, the staff of missionaries in 
that field. 

“(3) That efficient language schools be established as soon as prac- 
ticable in different parts of China to insure the best possible prepara- 
tion of all new missionaries. 

“(4) That gifts for work in China be vastly augmented during the 
next three or four years, that the larger program so essential to meet 
the situation in that country may be carried out. 

“(5) That union higher educational enterprises, especially in devel- 
oping five or six strategically located, adequately staffed and pro- 
nounced Christian universities in different parts of China, be promoted 
with all promptness and energy. 

“(6) That every endeavor be made by the Missionary Boards work- 
ing in China for closest cooperation in developing a co-ordinated and 
unified system of primary and secondary Christian schools; and, for 
the best accomplishment of this, first: the establishment of union 
normal schools manned by highly trained educational experts, and 
second: the appointment of experienced educational superintendents 
to serve the educational interests of all the Missions, these superin- 
tendents to hold joint conferences with a view to promoting a com- 
mon educational policy. 

“(7) That a large expansion of plans be made for the production 
and circulation of an inter-denominational Christian literature suited 
to the immediate demands of the new China. 

“(8) That united evangelistic campaigns be pressed in all the riper 
parts of the field and among all classes, with special emphasis upon the 
student classes, those now in China as well as Chinese students in for- 
eign lands. 

“(g) That every encouragement be given to inter-denominational 
conferences of missionaries and Chinese Christians in the interests of 
a common work, in order to accentuate the oneness of our common 
faith, to stimulate spiritual life and evangelistic zeal and to increase the 
sense of responsibility of the Chinese Christians for the evangelization 
of their countrymen. 

“(1o) That the fullest measure of cooperation in every phase of 
the Christian enterprise be encouraged, looking to, wherever that seems 
to be the logical outcome of the movement, actual union in education, 
the preparation and publishing of literature, medical and philanthropic 
work, and whatever other form may appear to be practicable. 

“(11) That in accordance with the demands of the present unique 
and pressing situation in China, and in conformity with the action 
taken at the Shanghai Centenary Conference, there be developed effi- 
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cient co-operative or federal Councils of all the Missions working in 
different provinces of China, as well as in the country as a whole, and 
that close and mutually helpful relations be maintained between the 
united missionary forces in the home field and the missionary body 
and Chinese Christians abroad.” 


CONFERENCE ON THE MOSLEM WORLD. 


A request was received from a rather representative, although un- 
official, gathering of leaders specially interested in the missionary work 
among Moslems. Taking advantage of the presence of the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel M. Zwemer in this country, and with a view to stimulating 
interest in work among Moslems, a small special meeting was called 
* for conference and prayer on this subject. Mr. E. E. Olcott, of New 
York, very kindly opened his home and welcomed the company to 
dinner so that a fairly continuous session was held. from five o'clock 
until ten, September 6th. The thirty-two persons present included 
representatives of the Boards in New York and a few from other cities 
who were then available, including Bishop Joseph C. Hartzell, the Rev. 
Dr. James L. Barton, the Rev. H. W. Frost and others. Burdened with 
the new opportunity which has come to the Church for working with 
boldness and directness among Moslems, the méeting endeavored to 
secure definite results by two proposals: The first was to request the 
Committee of Reference and Counsel to arrange for a special confer- 
ence on the Moslem problem and missionary work among Moslems, 
somewhat along the lines of the special one or two day conferences 
held last year on education in the Far East and missionary problems in 
Japan and China. We may note here that a similar and very urgent 
request was made by the Special Committee on Work Among Moslems 
appointed by the Continuation Committee. The second proposal of the 
New York meeting was that the Committee of Reference and Counsel 
should send out to the various Boards in this country a Call to a Day 
of Prayer for the Moslem World, on October 16th, the centenary of 
the death of Henry Martyn at Tokat. This call received the endorse- 
ment of the British World’s Evangelical Alliance and of the Continua- 
tion Committee of the Lucknow Missionary Conference, and also of a 
number of missionary leaders in this country. The Committee of 
Reference and Counsel gladly complied with this request and issued 
the following call: 


CALL TO A DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE MOSLEM WORLD, WEDNESDAY, OCTO- 
BER 16th, 1912. 


(Being the Centenary of the death of Henry Martyn at Tokat, on 
October 16th, 1812.) 


Next to that of Raymond Lull the name of Henry Martyn stands 
out in the annals of the Christian Church as pioneer in the evangeliza- 
tion of Moslem lands. Henry Martyn was the first of the long list of 
missionaries of the Church Missionary Society and other Societies who 
have devoted themselves to preaching the Gospel among the Moslems 
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of India, Persia, Arabia, Afghanistan, Egypt and Africa. By his 
scholarly work as translator of the Scriptures, by his labors and jour- 
neyings, by his faith and zeal and prayers abundant, perhaps most of 
all by his tragic death, the influence of Henry Martyn was in his day 
felt throughout the whole Church and has continued until now. How 
can we better commemorate his life and death than by united prayer 
for the Moslem world? 

The urgency of the present situation is in itself a call to this day of 
prayer. Never before have the opportunities been so great or the 
situation so full of hopefulness. Contrast the condition of the Moslem 
world as Henry Martyn knew it, with its condition today! Politically, 
socially, spiritually, everything is changing. And the very unrest of the 
Mohammedan world, intellectual, political, and spiritual, adds to the 
urgency of this call. 

The Moslem problem now appeals to the heart of the Church as it 
never did before. On the one hand the peril of Moslem aggression in 
Africa and in Malaysia calls for Intercession; while on the other the 
large growth in the circulation of the Scriptures among Moslems, the 
changed attitude toward Christianity, and the increase of converts, are 
grounds for encouragement. God in His providence is allowing us to 
witness signs which indicate a coming crisis and victory. “Father, the 
hour has come, glorify Thy Son.” 

As regards the methods of observing this day of prayer, while 
hoping that united gatherings may be possible, we suggest and urge 
the family altar and private prayer as even more important than public 
gatherings. All can follow the method of Henry Martyn himself and 
plead with God individually. 


The following topics for prayer are suggested: 


(5 ie ANE Governments and for Christian rulers in Moslem 
ands. 


(2.) For the wider circulation of the Word of God and Christian 
literature among Moslems. 


(3.) For those engaged in the ministry of healing in all hospitals and 
dispensaries throughout the Mohammedan world. 


(4.) For all preachers and evangelists among Moslems, and for their 
message of reconciliation. For converts. 


0. Por the arrest of Mohammedan progress in Africa; the success 
of Missions on the border-marches of Islam; and that all 


Christian Societies in these regions realize the need of working 
also for Moslems. 

' How generally this Call to Prayer was observed, we have no means 
of knowing, but we know that many of the people of God observed the 
day and that a great volume of intercessory prayer ascended to God. 

The remarkable developments in the Moslem world, the doors so 
providentially opened in recent years, the striking report of Moslem 
responses to missionary effort, and the significant political events 
affecting the Moslem world, all unite in marking the critical character 
of present-day conditions and in emphasizing both the importance and 
necessity of special prayer at this time. The centenary of the death 
of Henry Martyn, occuring as it did at that time, furnished an inspiring 
and fitting occasion for rallying the forces of Christendom to inter- 
cession in behalf of the great Moslem problem. 
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The Committee recognizes the distinct and special problems involved 
in conducting missionary work among the Moslem peoples of the 
world—populations enormous in number, widely distributed, important 
in strength, and peculiarly difficult to reach effectively with the Gospel. 
The Committee therefore called a conference of representatives of 
all Boards and Societies, which have work among the Moslem peoples, 
for the purpose of giving careful consideration to the whole question. 
In order to serve the convenience of those who were coming from 
other cities to attend the annual meeting of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, and in order also to enrich the annual 
meeting itself by the papers and discussions on this question which is 
of such vital interest to all, this Conference was held January 14th, 
the day preceding the opening of the annual meeting of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America, at 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
Vor: 


A carefully arranged program provided not only for specially pre- 
pared papers or addresses, but also for discussions of themes of vital 
interest and importance. Information brought to the Conference cre- 
ated a profound impression and led to a deep conviction that a new 
day of opportunity thas dawned as regards missions to Moslems, call- 
ing for a fresh study of the missionary situation, and of missionary 
methods. The discussions of the Conference were characterized by 
such an attitude of sympathy for Moslem peoples in their intellectual 
perplexities, their social needs and their spiritual destitution, that the 
Conference may well be regarded, in this respect alone, as marking a 
new and a most hopeful stage in the development of the missionary 
movement for carrying the Gospel to the whole Moslem world. A 
more detailed report of this Conference need not be given here as a 
somewhat summarized report of the meeting is to be embodied in the 
Report of the Foreign Missions Conference. The program of the 
special Conference upon Work for Mohammedans was as follows: 


I. Devotional Service. 
II. General Survey—with maps and charts. Rev. Dr. James L. Barton. 
III. How shall we develop in the heart of the Christian public an at- 
titude of sympathy and Christlike pity for Moslems? Dr. 
Robert E. Speer. 
Discussion: Dr. C. R. Watson, Rev. R. M. Labaree (Persia). 
IV. Methods of Work among Moslems—recent developments. (Di- 
rect and indirect methods and work for women). Rev. S. vR. 
Trowbridge (Turkey). 
Discussion: Dr. C. Stanley G. Mylrea (Arabia), Rev. Dr. S, G. 
Wilson, D.D. (Persia). 
V. How can the American churches deal practically with the Moslem 
advance, especially in Africa? Bishop W. R. Lambuth. 
Discussion: Bishop Hartzell (Africa), Dr. Ira Harris (Syria), 
Dr. Talcott Williams. 
VI. Open Forum—Suggested topics for discussion: 
1. Are there essential differences between the Mohammedanism of 
the Near East and that of India and Malaysia? 
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To what extent is polygamy practiced in the Moslem world; -to 

what extent divorce? 

Why is special training necessary in dealing with Moslems? 

Where may special training for work among Moslems be best 

secured? 

What is the value of the printed page in carrying the Gospel to 

Moslems? 

What should be done to meet the temporal needs of the convert 

from Islam? 

Can Moslem women converts make a public profession of their 

faith in Christ with safety? 

Is there a special method of approach to the Moslems by way of 

the club and lecture hall? 

Must we insist upon the church building or chapel as a meeting 

place for Moslems? 

10. In the event of mass movements toward Christianity on the part 
of Moslems, could a community bring with it its mosque or 
place of worship? 

11. Should the order and style of church service be modified to con- 
form more to the Moslem customs? 

12. Should separate schools for Moslems be opened? 

13. If so, should there be any radical change in the curriculum for 
schools in the same country for non-Moslems? 

14. What union movements are there among missions to Moslems? 

15. How much is Islam as a system dependent upon continuing the 
exclusive Moslem control of the Hejaz? 

16. What phases of Christianity appeal most irresistibly to Moslems? 

17, Should baptism be insisted upon as soon as a Moslem professes 
his belief in Jesus Christ? 

VII. Inner mental and spiritual processes of Moslem conversion to 

Christianity. Prof. Duncan B. MacDonald. 
Discussion: Rev. R. F. McNeil (Egypt), Dr. George F. Herrick 
(Turkey). 
VIII. Intercession. Bishop Lambuth. 
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RELATION OF THE REGULAR BOARDS AND SOCIETIES TO 
SPECIAL MISSIONARY MOVEMENTS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel has been approached 
during the year by the representatives of several regular missionary 
Boards, and asked to give counsel and cooperation in the adjustment 
of certain difficulties which have arisen between these Boards and 
certain independent missionary movements and organizations which 
had entered the areas within which these Boards were working. The 
Committee of Reference and Counsel has not seen fit to take any 
action as yet, but is giving the whole question a thorough study with 
the hope of formulating a policy for dealing with such cases. There 
are several elements in the problem which present serious difficulty. 
The independent movements or missions involved are frequently under 
the leadership of some individual whose motives or policies in promot- 
ing missionary work are without check from any definite Board, 
missionary organization or even missionary constituency to which 
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appeal could be made. It is largely, therefore, a question of dealing 
with certain individuals and personalities. In addition to this, there is 
frequently a measure of irresponsibility and of inexperience, due to 
the fact that these missionary movements have been in existence for 
but a short time and their continuance is not altogether assured. The 
difficulty of arriving at an understanding with some of these inde- 
pendent movements is aggravated by the fact, that their promoters are 
often located in remote sections of the United States or of Canada 
so that personal interviews with the leaders are not always possible, 
while it is equally difficult to bring these leaders into fellowship with 
regular Boards and their leaders. 

Several steps are suggested to be taken with a view to relieving the 
situation, and especially to establishing with these independent mission- 
ary movements such relationships as may conduce to a better under- 
standing between them and the regular Boards. Information requires 
to be gathered as to the headquarters of these movements and the 
individuals who control or direct their activities. A friendly corre- 
spondence or even personal visits, together with an exchange of the 
literature, may establish points of contact which will be serviceable. 
On the field, a friendly attitude may be wisely urged upon mission- 
aries, with the hope that through Christian courtesy, forebearance and 
kindness, conflicts of missionary policy may be avoided on the basis of 
personal friendship. Most important, however, is it to press upon the 
constituencies of the Christian Churches of America the wisdom of 
withholding endorsement from special missionary undertakings, unless 
a thoroughly responsible leadership has been first assured, and these 
special efforts have been properly correlated with the regular and 
established lines of missionary work undertaken in the name of the 
organized Church. The evils of independent and un-correlated mis- 
sionary efforts are so great that we cannot permit ourselves to relax 
in any effort to educate the Christian public with reference to these 
dangers. The difficulties of over-lapping in the cultivation of the field 
at home are great, but the most serious and lamentable consequences 
are to be found in the friction and the working at cross purposes in 
the foreign field itself, wherever such independent and uncorrelated 
missionary efforts are to be found. 


AN INCORPORATED BODY TO HOLD TITLES OF UNION 
INSTITUTIONS. 


This serious question, referred to in the last annual Report of the 
Committee (pages 103 and 110 of the printed proceedings of the 
Conference, 1912) has continued to receive the attention of the Commit- 
tee. The rapidly increasing number of union institutions—colleges, hos- 
pitals, medical schools, schools for the children of missionaries, etc., 
is a most gratifying evidence of the new era of cooperation upon which 
missionary work has now entered. Many of these institutions are 
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forming separate Boards of Trustees in North America and Great 
Britain, which are independent of the Missionary Societies. Most of 
these institutions are the direct result of the work maintained by the 
Missionary Societies. They are manned by missionaries who are support- 
ed by these Societies. They utilize the products of missionary work. 
They train native workers upon which the future work depends, and 
they appeal at home to the constituencies which are the sole reliance 
of the Societies. Yet they are organically independent of them. 
Sometimes these Boards of Trustees include officers or members of the 
regular missionary Societies and sometimes they do not. Even when 
they do include them, the relation to the Societies is often merely 
nominal. More and more, the larger institutions which are still con- 
nected with the Societies are showing a disposition to swing away and 
form their own separately incorporated Board of Trustees. Each 
institution seeks large sums of money and wants to conduct a vigorous 
campaign among the givers who are the main reliance of the Societies. 
In many cases, they secure additional sums, in others, they divert 
money from the regular work, and with their increasing number and 
growing energy, there is grave danger of multiplying, over-lapping and 
conflicting appeals so that the evangelistic work, the salaries of mis- 
-sionaries, and the lower schools, which are wholly dependent upon the 
treasuries of the Societies, are likely to suffer. We believe that one 
of the most solemn and imperative duties of the Churches and the 
Societies which represent them is to train the ministers and other 
leaders of the Church in the mission field and that they 
should not abdicate this duty by turning it over to any 
independent body, for whose future fidelity and soundness in 
the faith there can be no guarantee. On the other hand, we should 
gladly recognize the fact that some of these independent institutions 
are doing splendid work, work that the Societies and missions were 
not doing and in some cases were not able to do. We must also 
recognize the fact that it is exceedingly difficult and often impossible 
for a Society to give adequate support to a growing university and 
that the missionaries in charge of the institution feel compelled to seek 
an equipment for it which their Society cannot give them. Nor should 
we overlook the historic fact that sometimes a Society has hampered 
unnecessarily its higher educational institutions, so that those in charge 
of them have felt obliged to secure their freedom. We are not criti- 
cising these independent institutions. They have had a hard time and 
have been forced to do the best they could. Thus far, there has been 
little opportunity for them to do anything else than push their work 
for themselves. If they had not done so, they could not have lived. 
The institutions which do not have such separate backing are finding 
difficulty in securing an adequate hearing. And now here are the union 
schools for the children of missionaries which are now being developed 
in several fields. Should each one be represented by a separate Board 
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of Trustees in this country? Should such Boards of Trustees be incor- 
porated, and if not by what body should the title be held? 

The subject is too large and beset by too many difficulties to be 
hastily decided and the Committee deems it wise for the present simply 
to call attention to it and to invite thoughtful consideration of it with 
a view to action at the next annual meeting of the Conference. The 
Committee suggests at this time the following tentative opinions; 

First: Union in institutional mission work is highly desirable and 
should be encouraged wherever practicable, particularly in higher 
educational institutions, hospitals and professional schools; 

Second: Boards of Managers on the field should be composed of 
missionaries elected by the cooperating missions, and a majority of the 
members of the Boards of Trustees in North America should be com- 
posed of officers and members of the cooperating Societies ; 

Third: Wherever the departments of a given institution occupy 
separate properties which are already held by their respective Societies, 
or where new properties can be allocated to some existing denomina- 
tional Society upon which the constituent bodies of the union can agree, 
it is desirable that this course should be followed, so as to avoid the 
multiplication of independently incorporated Boards of Trustees; 
where, however, this is impracticable, the Board of Trustees should of 
course be organized so that it can hold the property ; 

Fourth: That the question of incorporating some permanent Com- 
mittee to hold titles for such union enterprises inaugurated by the 
Societies as the Societies concerned may desire be made an 
order of business at the next annual Conference and _ that 
meantime, the Committee of Reference and Counsel confer with the 
Trustees and other representatives of existing institutions with a view 
to obtaining the benefit of their experience and advice as to the course 
which would be most likely to advance the interests of the cause and 
conserve the rights that have already been acquired. 


CHINA FAMINE RELIEF COMMITTEE. 


The last annual Conference gave sympathetic consideration to an 
appeal to aid in arousing the Christian people of the United States 
and Canada to the appalling conditions in China which had been caused 
by disastrous floods and the pestilence and famine that had followed 
them, and the Conference instructed the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel to organize a Famine Relief Committee for this purpose. In 
obedience to this instruction, the Committee of Reference and Counsel 
immediately organized a large and representative Committee with the 
Rt. Rev. David H. Greer, D.D., LL.D., Chairman, President Nicholas 
Murray Butler, LL.D., the Hon. Joseph H. Choate, Mr. John D. Grim- 
mins, the Hon. Seth Low, LL.D., and the Hon. Oscar S. Straus, 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Jacob H. Schiff, Treasurer, and William B. Miller, 
Secretary. The Committee was gratified by the readiness with which a 
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considerable number of other able and influential men accepted appoint- 
ment on the Committee. Mr. Millar and the Rev. Dr. John E. Williams 
of China, who was in this country on furlough, were particularly active 
in the work of the Committee and indeed did most of the work. When 
the Committee began its work, the Red Cross Society had secured only 
about $5,000 for this purpose. The Special Committee was chiefly 
instrumental in arousing public interest and in effectively appealing for 
funds so that the splendid sum of about $350,000 was sent to the Union 
Famine Relief Committee in Shanghai. The Committee continued its 
beneficent work until early summer when the new crops began to be 
available. The harvest proved to be one of the most bountiful in the 
history of China so that a new era of prosperity now prevails. 

In this connection, we wish to call attention to the Report of the Central 
China Famine Relief Committee, prepared by the Rev. E. C. Loben- 
stine, Honorary Secretary of the Committee. It forms a handsomely 
printed and illustrated pamphlet of 79 pages and presents a rich and 
suggestive store of information. The report unintentionally but none 
the less clearly affords another illustration of the wide range and variety 
of the missionary’s work, the high administrative efficiency with which 
they perform, and the fact that it is the missionary and the people 
at home who support him who always take the lead in the relief 
of suffering humanity anywhere in the non-Christian world. 


RELATIONS TO GOVERNMENTS. 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel did considerable work 
under this head prior to the organization of the Continuation Com- 
mittee. When that Committee was constituted, we assumed that it 
would handle most questions of this kind. The Continuation Com- 
mittee, however, has not seen the way clear thus far to take up this 
work, believing that for the present at least action in particular cases 
would more wisely be taken by the National Missionary Conferences or 
their duly constituted Committees. The natural approach to a govern- 
ment is believed to be through its own citizens whose interests are 
directly affected by the concrete question that may be under considera- 
tion at the time. It is, therefore, the judgment of the Continuation 
Committee that the Committee of Reference and Counsel should resume 
its former relations to this subject and that if a particular question 
should be of such a character ds to render it wise for the Continuation 
Committee to act, the Committee of Reference and Counsel should take 
the initiative by requesting the Continuation Committee to do so. The 
Committee of Reference and Counsel will therefore exercise again the 
duties which formed a part of the functions originally referred to it 
by the Conference and which indeed constituted one of the reasons 
for its organization. 

Issues may develop from time to time which are of such a character 
as to render it advisable to seek the counsel of laymen who are eminent 
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for their knowledge of international law and diplomatic procedure, 
but who are not officially connected with the Boards that may be directly 
concerned so that they can view a pending question from a more de- 
tached and independent position. Such an issue actually did develop 
during the year, and the Chairman of your Committee, after consulta- 
tion with the Boards concerned, called a conference of representatives 
of these Boards to confer with the Hon. Seth Low, LL.D., formerly 
mayor of New York and Chairman of the American Section of the 
Edinburgh World Conference Commission on The Relations of Mis- 
sions and Governments; the Hon. John W. Foster, D.D., LL.D., 
formerly Secretary of State; Charles W. Eliot, LL.D., formerly Presi- 
dent of Harvard University; Arthur T. Hadley, LLD., President of 
Yale University; the Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D., LL.D., Editor of the 
Outlook; the Hon. James Brown Scott, Adviser in International Law of 
the United States at the Hague Peace Conference; Jeremiah W. Jenks, 
LL.D., Professor of Political Economy in New York University. This 
conference proved to be of large interest and value. The mere fact 
that men of the type named were so ready to respond to such a call 
is a significant illustration of the prominence and influence of the 
missionary enterprise and the relation that it has come to sustain to 
international affairs. It is believed that it would be advantageous to 
have some such body of laymen regularly constituted with the approval 
of the Conference so that they may be available when needed. The 
Committee of Reference and Counsel therefore recommends that the 
Conference of the Foreign Mission Boards of North America appoint 
two advisory Councils on the national relations of missionary societies 
and missionary work, each to consist of not less than five, or more than 
ten members, one to be constituted of citizens of Canada and the other 
of citizens of the United States, with the design that these Councils 
shall act separately when issues are brought to them by the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel, or by any Missionary Societies desiring 
their assistance, and that the two Councils may act as a single body. 
respecting issues affecting interests of Missionary Societies in both coun- 
tries. It it understood that, while the names of those Councils are to 
be included among the regular Committees of the Conference, no 
meetings of the Councils will be required, except as herein provided, 
and that no reports will be asked from them except after such meetings. 

The Conference is painfully aware of the large questions of inter- 
national import which have arisen during the year. Three of these in 
particular have been of the gravest character. 


The first was the situation in China created by the Chinese Revolu- 
tion. The Conference of representatives of the Boards on this subject, 
held by the Committee of Reference and Counsel, has been dealt with 
in a separate section. We may add here an expression of our profound 
regret that the Governments of the United States and Great Britain 
have this far failed to recognize the Chinese Republic. More than a 
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year has now passed since the new Government was inaugurated. The 
difficulties which it has encountered have been no more than were 
reasonably to be expected, and far less than were experienced by 
many other nations after so radical a change of governments. China 
is today enjoying far more settled and orderly conditions than pre- 
vailed in the Republics of France, Portugal, Brazil, Panama or any 
of the other Republics of Central and South America when our Gov- 
einment formally recognized their independence. Nations like those 
of the United States and Great Britain, which are supposed to be the 
most enlightened and liberty-loving of all the nations and whose Chris- 
tian people have done more than all other peoples combined 
to communiate to the Chinese the principles of enlightened self- 
government, should be the first to extend to their brethren in 
China full recognition of an honorable place among the nations 
of the earth to which they are now clearly entitled. 

The second event was the war between the Balkan States and Turkey, 
with its far-reaching significance, its possible perils to considerable 
numbers of missionaries and their work, and the demand upon Christian 
sympathies created by the pitiful sufferings of the sick and wounded 
Turkish soldiers, for whose proper care the Turkish Government 
appeared to have made absolutely no provision, so that virulent dis- 
eases raged unchecked, and stricken men lay for days upon the open 
ground without food, water or any surgical attention whatever. The 
Chairman of the Committee united with a little company of Christian 
men in forming a New York auxiliary to the Red Cross Society and in 
making a public appeal for relief funds. We were interested in the 
opinion expressed by the Hon. Oscar Straus, former American Ambas- 
sador to Turkey, to the effect that it was extremely desirable and only 
fair and right that the Turkish people should know that the Christian 
people of America who have long been doing missionary work among 
them, while neutral as far as the conduct of the war was concerned, 
were nevertheless ready to respond with promptness of Christian sym- 
pathy to the dire needs of the sick and suffering Turkish soldiers. 
Cabled advices to the American Board, which has the largest work in 
the zone of the hostilities affected by the war, indicated that the mission- 
aries did not consider themselves in personal danger, that the attitude 
of the troops and people toward them was friendly, and that the mis- 
sionaries were, as always in such circumstances, foremost in kindly 
ministries to the sick and wounded combatants and to the non-combat- 
ants who were dispossessed and impoverished by the ravages of the 
war. Mission compounds were crowded with refugees and the medical 
missionaries toiled indefatigdbly and under heavy strain to give what 
skilled relief they could to the injured. 

The third event is the trying situation which has arisen in Korea in 
connection with what has become known as “The Korean Conspiracy 
Case.” There have been several conferences with representatives of the 
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Boards having work in Korea, and at their request, the Chairman of 
the Committee prepared a pamphlet on the subject, copies of which 
have been sent to all the members of the Conference. The missionaries 
and Korean Christians need our special prayers in this time of sore 
perplexity and distress, and the following Call to Prayer was issued in 
December : 


A CALL TO PRAYER FOR KOREA. 


Conditions in Korea urgently call for the prayer of faith—the prayer 
that prevails with God. Korea has, for a quarter of a century, been one 
of the most. open, most promising and most fruitful mission fields of 
the world. It has been the theater of almost unparalleled missionary 
activity and success. The policies and the methods adopted by the 
missionaries evidently have been wise and have had the endorsement of 
the most enlightened leaders and representatives of the Japanese Gov- 
ernment, including the late Prince Ito. The blessing of God has rested 
upon the labors of His servants. Tens of thousands of Koreans have 
been converted and have given unmistakable proof of the genuineness 
of their faith by the uprightness of their lives and by their willingness 
to suffer the loss of all things for Christ’s sake. 

A situation has developed between the Japanese military police and 
the Korean Church which has greatly disturbed the missionary body and 
the Church and which is calculated to work serious injury to the cause 
of missions, so dear to the hearts of millions of Christians in the United 
States, in Canada, in Great Britain and on the Continent. Stricken and 
helpless, distressed by fears within and troubles without, with her old 
religious belief shattered and her new faith called in question, Korea - 
stretches out her hands and appeals to heaven for the help that seems 
to be denied from human sources. There is singular appropriateness 
in making an appeal to the Church for prayer in behalf of conditions 
in Korea, not only because of the natural power of prayer, but espe- 
cially because the situation there is so embarrassing and of such a 
character that it seems unwise at present to appeal to political or other 
influences in order to rectify the situation. A very special dependence 
is therefore laid on prayer to solve the difficulty of the situation. 

The Committee of Reference and Counsel, by unanimous action and 
representing the Missionary Boards and Societies of North America, 
therefore issues a call for intercessory prayer: 

That our brethren, native and foreign, may not be unduly anxious, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving may 
make their requests known unto God. 

That they shall see that none render unto anyone evil for evil, but 
always follow after that which is good one toward another and toward 
all, proving themselves blameless before Christ, the Judge of all men. 

That they may be speedily delivered from all their afflictions, but 
while in the midst of them may be strengthened with all power accord- 
ing to the might of His glory unto all patience and long-suffering 
with joy. 

That “al anger, wrath and malice may be put off, and that they shall 
put on a heart of kindness, lowliness, meekness and long-suffering, 
forgiving their enemies, and being filled with that love which passeth 
knowledge, the peace of Christ ruling in their hearts to the which they 
are called in one body. 

That the blessing of Almighty God be upon the Emperor of Japan, 
and upon those in high places who carry out the Imperial commands, 
to the end that during his illustrious reign, righteousness, mercy and 


24 


peace shall extend to every individual subject and to the remotest 
bounds of the Empire. 

There have been grounds for anxiety in the political condi- 
tions of some other lands, and the year I913 opens with a 
turbulent outlook in more than one field. The cause of mis- 
sions is necessarily affected by these political unheavals, as they 
always interfere with the progress of the work, for a time at least, and 
frequently involve peril to devoted missionaries and native Christians. 
We often need to remind ourselves of the words of our Lord: “Ye 
shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled, for 
all these things must come to pass; but the end is not yet . . . He that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations. And then shall the end come.” 


SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS. 


The spiritual side of Christian activity requires careful and constant 
attention. There needs no apology for pressing its claims on this 
Conference but in doing so let it first be gratefully acknowledged that 
there are very many in all the churches, and their number is increasing, 
who are faithfully seeking the best, who are reaching forth to the things 
that are before, striving for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. With that recognition the following suggestions are 
submitted for consideration: 

I. There exists amongst the Churches at the present time, a deepen- 
ing sense of insufficiency and need. In Conferences public and private, 
no sentiment finds more frequent expression than this, that the Church 
with her present spiritual equipment is not equal to the requirements of 
the day. Notwithstanding greatly increased knowledge of conditions 
in mission fields, and notwithstanding highly developed organization, 
the Church does not measure up to the opportunities and responsibilities 
of the hour and cannot do so without a large accession of spiritual 
power. So serious a charge so frequently expressed accompanied as it 
sometimes is with feelings kindred to despair should arrest attention 
and provoke earnest thought. In such a Conference as this dealing 
with matters of infinite moment, the mere suggestion that we lack the 
first and highest qualification of our office should excite humiliation 
and confession and enquiry. 

Is it true that we are not leading, not placing the emphasis where it 
belongs? If true, what can be done to get the Conference and the 
Boards and Churches represented in the Conference on a right footing, 
for the campaign in which we are engaged? The enquiry demands 
speedy attention and frank, conscientious investigation, for eternal 
interests are at stake. 

2. In addition to many promises and assurances in God’s Word there 
have been given at intervals, down through the centuries, times of 
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refreshing fitted to inspire confidence and arouse expectations. These 
extraordinary spiritual awakenings have been uniformly preceded by 
extraordinary prayer. Recall for example one of the most remarkable 
of these movements hegun in New York City in the year 1857. It was 
remarkable in many ways but especially in this, that it originated solely 
in. prayer. There were no evangelists, but little preaching, interdenomi- 
national in character, conducted almost’ entirely by laymen, without 
excitement or sensational methods, nothing but men coming together 
under a great sense of need, and beseeching the Throne of grace for 
an outpouring of His Spirit upon a lost world. Prayer was answered 
and the outpouring came with results beyond all computation. Eternity 
alone can reveal how great the results were and what they meant to the 
world. Are the needs not as great today as they were in 1857? And 
with the need a new urgency in doors open in all lands as they were 
not open then! They may not be open long and if closed decades of 
disappointment may come to the Church of Christ. If times and 
seasons mean anything in the administration of Providence and Grace 
is this not the time of times when the Church should awake, should 
“take no rest and give Him no rest until He make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth’? We cannot force the divine hand but we can and ought 
to fulfil the conditions and God is not unfaithful who promised— 
“When the poor and the needy seek water and there is none and their 
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them. I the God of 
Israel will not forsake them. 1 will open rivers in high places, and 
sptings in the midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool 
of water and the dry land springs of water.” Such promises are good 
for all time. We have with us the wilderness and the parched land 
and the weary heritage. Are we not all agreed that what yet lacketh 
is “the seeking” the importunity that will not let go until the blessing 
comes? 

3. How can the prayer life be cultivated and a much larger number 
be led to share in this blessed ministry? All recognize the difficulty 
and delicacy of the problem. One naturally shrinks from the introduc- 
tion of machinery’in a realm so purely spiritual. Machinery is sugges- 
tive of practices such as the rosary or prayer wheel that command 
neither approval nor respect. One writes, “If there is any one phase of 
the missionary enterprise in which it is possible to make serious mis- 
takes by unwise, overemphasis and artificial plans it is in the matter 
of missionary intercession.” That is true. It is nevertheless true that 
organized effort has been tried to good purpose. What is begun and 
stimulated by organization may grow into the liberty and freedom of 
the Spirit. The following methods are in common use: 

(1) Specified seasons, such as the “Week of Prayer” at the begin- 
ing of the New Year; days or weeks of prayer for young men, 
for Colleges, or in times of crisis for some particular mission 
or country. 
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(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


Prayer Cycles—so arranged as to suggest the material of prayer, 
giving intelligence and directness to the exercise of this gift. 


Prayer Circles—companies of Christians pledging themselves to 
prayer in behalf of some department of Christian work in 
which they are specially interested. 


A register kept at the Mission Offices in which are enrolled the 
names of special intercessors who have definitely enlisted in 
this ministry. The maintenance of such a roll implies labor, 
but if wisely cultivated might bring abundant reward. 


The Monthly Missionary meeting. One reports, “I have been 
doing all I could to make the monthly missionary meeting a 
real nerve-centre in the life of the Churches, especially in the 
way of giving point to intercession by means of fresh informa- 
tion, selected with a view to the promotion of the prayer 
spirit, as the burning-heart of the Church.” The monthly 
concert of prayer for Missions has been in the past a source 
of great power, but it is a cause of regret that it has in some 
Churches largely fallen into disuse. 


Monthly Magazines are used to this end. One writes, “In our 
Monthly Magazine, programs for the Monthly Missionary 
meeting are published, laying emphasis on prayer for the spe- 
cial objects suggested.” Another writes, “Through the depart- 
ment known as the Sanctuary of Missions in our Monthly 
Magazine, we endeavor to secure regular definite and intelli- 
gent prayer.” In addition the same Church issues a quarterly 
leaflet issued by the Church Prayer League which works in 
close communication with the Board of Missions and seeks 
similar ends. 


An hour set apart for daily united intercession in behalf of 
Missions. In some parish Churches and in some of the cathe- 
drals in connection with the Protestant Episcopal Church this 
practice is followed, but the whole membership of the Church 
is urged to offer intercession for Missions at the noon hour. 
In accordance with this general appeal, at all diocesan and 
triennial conventions and similar Church gatherings business 
is suspended at twelve o’clock noon, to offer intercession in 
behalf of the Mission enterprises of the world. 


Conferences on Prayer—One such Conference held at New Wil- 
mington, Pa., is reported as exceedingly helpful. It is a two- 
day Conference held immediately after a Summer Conference, 
when time is given over to the practice of prayer. “Those who 
attend, although it may be, comparatively few in number go 
away with a new vision and new purpose and become agents 
for setting up prayer circles that actually pray.” 
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4. In addition to these methods in common use what specially con- 
cerns this Conference is whether there is anything further that it can 
do to awaken the Church to a sense of responsibility and need. If the 
purpose of our annual gathering is the consideration of all matters 
pertaining to foreign mission enterprise surely this cannot be omitted. 
It deserves a prominent place in our deliberations. It is suggested: 


(1) That in all our gatherings prayer should be a prominent feature. 
The program should provide for a lengthened period of inter- 
cession some time during each day. It is felt that we have not 
yet lifted our federated prayer-life as a Foreign Mission Con- 
ference, to the same level to which we have lifted our other 
activities. 

(2) When Jesus was on earth He did not give Himself to literature 
or organization, but to the building up of men, and into the 

hands of these men He put qne weapon for the conquest of 
the world. They should be men of prayer. “If ye ask anything 
in my name I will give it.’ Should not we as secretaries set 
the example and be known as men of prayer? Should we not 
be to our missionaries and Boards and Churches living epistles 
known and read? Every thought about us should be through 
force of example, an incentive to prayer. Certainly, our appeals 
will mean little unless we are what we ask others to be. — 

(3) Every effort should be put forth in farewell conferences with 
missionaries going out for the first time or returning after 
furlough, to give the cultivation of their own spiritual life a 
first place. And to that end much time should be given to 
communion with God in prayer. | 

(4) Meetings of Boards should be characterized by the same devo- 
tional spirit we desire to have present in this Conference. It 
is more than unfortunate, it is disastrous that the whole time 
of a meeting of the Board should be so crowded with details 
that they find no time for this, the most important thing. 
The chief responsibility for the atmosphere of the Board must — 
rest upon the officers who have the program in hand and give 
direction to the discussions. 

(5) The Secretaries of Mission Boards, might well take upon them- 
selves the burden of suggesting the promotion of such 
“moments on the mount” in Synods and Assemblies, Confer- 
ences or other gatherings of ministers and Christian workers. 
It is an acknowledged need, and the proposal would be wel- 
comed if some one would but lead. Who could take prominence 
in such effort more suitably than Mission officials chosen by 
the Church as specially fitted to deal with the most sacred 
interests in the Church’s care. Such a move would be almost 
universally welcomed as the want of it is almost universally 
lamented. 
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(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


Secretaries are called upon to deliver many addresses throughout 


their Churches. In addition to impressing the duty of prayer 
might not such visits be made the occasion of enlisting inter- 
cessors, who will definitely undertake to share in this ministry? 


Might not secretaries have on hand a list of chosen ones, an inner 
circle, to whom as to a council of war, they can turn in times 
of crisis or special opportunity, in connection with which, a 
marked manifestation of the power of God is needed and may 
be expected. 


Might not more be done in the production and circulation of 
literature, upon prayer as is being done in connection with 
other departments of Mission work—not of equal importance? 
There are on hand booklets on prayer of great value that might 
be more widely utilized, but the number ought to be largely 
increased and judiciously circulated, beyond the ordinary sales 
of the Book Room. 


The Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church has adopted the 
following comprehensive resolution, “We call upon the Church 
to join with us and with the Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society, in making the coming year a year of prayer, with 
quarterly meetings for prayer in behalf of Missions in every 
Church, and with a noonday prayer circle girdling the earth, 
a circle which shall unite the strong, the weak, the poor, the 
rich, the learned, the unlettered, in the holy fellowship of inter- 
cessory intercession.’ So ambitious a resolution is not more 
ambitious than the occasion demands. May this Board realize 
that it pays “To attempt great things for God.” 


(10) The General Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 


North America is at present preparing a revised Church-book 
in which is to be incorporated a number of collects for Mis- 
sions, in order that in the general and public prayers of the 
entire Church there may be continuously remembered the 
evangelization of the world. 


(11) Let the Boards and missionary leaders, and others of kindred 


spirit, meet and face this supreme problem by themselves, giv- 
ing the time necessary to harmonize views and reach conclu- 
sions. Out of these denominational Conferences let there arise 
interdenominational conferences, through which may be dis- 
covered what further steps should be taken to promote this 
indispensable ministry. “If there is value in united conference 
for the clearing of our vision and the perfecting of our 
methods, will there not be some corresponding result if we meet 
in prayer and exercise this gift unitedly?” 
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(12) Answered prayers in the Old Testament and New have been an 
inspiration to the Church in all the ages. Might not greater 
use be made of similar answers in modern Missions? A well 
selected collection of incidents would be of historic value, as 
well as prove a stimulus to the faith of believers. Prayer life 
is quickened by anything that creates a sense of the reality 
of the presence of Him who is in the midst of the golden 
candlesticks. | 


These suggestions and others that may be offered are commended to 
the consideration of the Conference. Again let it be said that the 
delicacy and dangers of what may seem mechanical methods is recog- 
nized, but because of difficulties we may not stand still. There is danger 
in the pulpit, but the pulpit cannot on that account be abandoned. It is 
to be expected that a method that commends itself to one mind and 
heart will not appeal to another. There is, however, no difference of 
opinion here as to the statement that this problem is fundamental—that 
if the best results to be attained, we must daily return to foundation 
principles and plant ourselves upon the solid rock of the eternal promise. 
God uses many instrumentalities but the first and greatest of these is 
prayer—“Ye have not because ye ask not’—“Ask and receive that your 
joy may be full.” 

The term of the following members of the Committee expires with 
this meeting of the Conference: 

The Rev. Alexander McLean, D.D., Mr. John R. Mott, LL.D., the 
Rev. Paul de Schweinitz, D.D., the Rev. Homer C. Stuntz, D.D. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ARTHUR J. Brown, Chairman. 
CHARLES R. Watson, Secretary. 
James L. Barton. 

Tuomas S. BARBOUR. 

WattTEeR R. LAMBUTH. 

ARTHUR S. LLoyp. 

Ropert P. Mackay. 

ALEXANDER MCLEAN. 

Joun R. Morr (Absent in Asia). 
PAUL DE SCHWEINITZ. 

T. E. Ecerton SHore. 

Homer C. STUNTZ. 


(Absent in South America) 
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CONFERENCE ON 
Co-nperation and Promotion of Untty 
IN FOREIGN MISSIONARY WORK 


Under the Auspices of the 


COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 


Representing 


THE FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 


OF NORTH AMERICA 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
January 12 - 13, 1914 


This being strictly a Conference and without authority to take 
action committing any Board or Communion, no motions will be 
entertained and no resolutions of any kind will be passed except 
by unanimous consent. 


Programme 


THE ReEv. ARTHUR J. BRown, D.D., Chairman of the 
Committee of Reference and Counsel, Presiding. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 12 
11:00 A.M. - 11:30 United Intercessory Prayer 
11:30 - 12:00 Opening Address, 
THE REv. ARTHUR J. BROWN, D.D. 


12:00 -2:00 Recess for Luncheon. 


I. SURVEY OF PRESENT CONDITIONS: 
2:00 - 2:18 (a) Co-operation and Union in Evan- 
gelistic Work. 
THE-REV. Ep. EF. GooK, D-D; 
2:18 - 2:30 Discussion. 
2:30 - 2:48 (b) In Educational Work, 
THE REv. JOHN F. GOUCHER, D.D. 
2:48 - 3:00 Discussion. 
3:00-3:18 (ce) In Medical Work, 
RANDOLPH T. SHIELDS, M.D. 
8:18 - 3:30 Discussion. 
3:30 - 3:48 (d) In the Distribution of Forces, 
THE REV. CHARLES R. WATSON, D.D. 
3:48 - 4:00 Discussion. 
Il. LIMITATIONS AND DIFFICULTIES: 
4:00-4:18 (a) Theological and Ecclesiastical 
Limitations, 
THE Rev. FRANK MASON NortTH, D.D. 
4:18-4:30 Discussion. 
4:30-5:30 (b) Practical Difficulties, 
GENERAL DISCUSSION. 


5:30-6:30 Recess. 


II. INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS: 
(a) Experience of the German Mission- 
ary Societies in Co-operative Effort, 
PROF. JOHANNES WARNECK, D.D. 
(b) The Continuation Committee, 
Mr. JOHN R. Mott, LL. D. 
Discussion. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 138. 


9:45- 10:00 Prayer. 
IV. UNIFYING INFLUENCES: 
10:00 - 10:18 (a) Interdenominational Agencies, 
THE REv. WILLIAM I. HAVEN, D.D. 
10:18-10:30 Discussion. 

10:30 - 10:48 (b) Relation of Western Theolgical 
Statements and Forms of Religious Ex- 
perience to Other Races, 

Mr. ROBERT E. SPEER, D.D. 

10:48 - 11:00 Discussion. 

11:00-11:18 (c) Attitude of the Churches in the 
Mission Field toward the Denominational 
Divisions of the West, 

THE Rtv. JAMES L. BARTON, D.D. 

11:18 - 11:30 Discussion. 

11:30-11:48 (d) Growing Conviction that the 
Task of Evangelizing the World Requires 
the Effort of a United Church, 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL WHITE 

11:48 - 12:20 Discussion 


12200-2200 Recess for Luncheon. 
2:00 - 2:18 (e) The Teaching and Spirit of our 
Lord, 
THE RT. Rev. ARTHUR S. LLOYD, D.D. 
2:18-2:30 Discussion. 
2:30-2:48 (f) Prayers for Unity of Increasing 
Numbers of the People of God in all Com- 
munions, 
THE Rev. Ropert P. Mackay, D.D. 
2:48 -3:00 Discussion. 
3:00-3:18 (g) Fundamental Truths Held in 
Common, 
THE REV. JAMES H. FRANKLIN, D.D. 
3:18 - 3:30 Discussion. 
3:30-3:48 (h) Growth of the Spirit of Unity at 
Home: 
(1) Among Men, 
THE HON. SETH Low, LL. D. 


TUESDAY (continued) 


3:48 - 4:06 


(2) Among Women, 


Mrs. WALLACE RADCLIFFE 


4:06 - 4:30 Discussion. 
V. OUTLOOK AND CONSECRATION. 


4:30 - 5:00 


Cuonunitive of Reference and Connsel 


Representing 


THE FOREIGN MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA 


thes ev Arthurs). Brown, Wa) - Charman, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
The Rev. Charles R. Watson, D.D., Secretary, 


CLASS OF 1914: 


The Rev. Thomas S. Barbour, D.D., 
Ain: Bapts Fe -MasiSoe; 

The Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D., 
Sec. Bo Fai Mau Pies Che nes 

Bishop Walter R. Lambuth, D.D., 
V. Pres. Bd. Miss., M. E. Ch. So. 
The Rev. T. E. Egerton Shore, D.D., 
Sec. Miss. Soc. Meth. Ch., Canada 


CLASS OF 2255: 


The Rev. Jaines L. Barton, D. D., 
Sec. Am. Bd. Com. F, M. 
The Rt. Rev. ArthurS. Lloyd, D.D., 
Pres. Bd. of Miss., Prot. Epis. Ch. 
The Rev. Robert P. Mackay, D.D., 
Sec. F.M. Com., Pres. Ch. Canada 
The Rev. Charles R. Watson, D.D., 
Sec. Bd. F. M., Unit. Pres. Ch. 

GLASS:OF 1916: 
‘The Rev. Alexander McLean, D.D., 
Pres. For. Chr. Miss. Soc. 

Mr. John R. Mott, LL.D., 
Chairman, Stud. Vol. Movement 
The Rev. Frank Mason North, D.D., 
Sec. M. E.* Bd. Foo. 

The Rev: 1 ba. Ray, DD, 

Sec. F.M. Bd., So. Bapt. Conv. 


‘The duties of the Commitee of Ref~ 
erence and Counsel shall include such 
features as: (a) suggestions in regard 
to unoccupied fields; (b) negotiations 
with governments; (c) consideration 
of questions arising on the mission field 
between missions of different Boards, 
as they may be referred to it; (d) such 
other questions as may be referred to 
it from time to time; (e) original 
action in cases requiring immediate 
attention and not involving questions 
of policy regarding which there might 
be essential differences of opinion; 
(f) act for the Conference ad interim 
in all matters calling for executive 
action, in so far as definite authority 
and power may not have been com- 
mitted to regular or special Commit- 
tees.’’— Extract from the Constitution 


of the Conference. 


aM - 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REFERENCE AND 
COUNSEL. 


REV. ARTHUR J. BROWN, D.D., CHAIRMAN, 


The Committee has dealt with various matters during the ycar and 
presents the following report: 


CONFERENCE WITH HIS EXCELLENCY BARON SOTOKICHI URIU, VICE-ADMIRAL 
OF THE IMPERIAL JAPANESE NAVY. 


The distinguished naval officer and devoted Christian, Baron Uriu, 
visited America last June (1909). He cordially accepted the invitation 
of your Committee to meet in conference representatives of the Boards 
and Societies of Foreign Missions having headquarters in New York. . 
The Conference was held June 16, and the Vice-Admiral spent about 
two hours with the Committee and its invited guests. The occasion was 
most enjoyable and profitable, and all were deeply impressed. It means 
much to the cause of Christ in the Far East that a man of his position 
and influence, and, we might add, a woman of the position and influ- 


ence of the Baroness Uriu, are outspoken followers of Jesus Christ. 


JAPANESE COMMERCIAL COMMISSION. 


Learning during the summer from the Right Rev. McKim, of Tokyo, 
that Japan was sending a distinguished body of business men as Com- 
missioners to the United States to investigate American industrial 
and commercial interests, plans were made to have our eminent visit- 
ors see something of our educational, philanthropic and religious in- 
stitutions. Accordingly, letters were written by the Committee on 
Reference and Counsel to two or more representative ministers and 
laymen in each of the cities to be visited, suggesting that the Com- 
mercial Commissioners be given a dinner or reception under Christian 
auspices, and that effort be made to show them that Americans are not 
entirely absorbed in material things but also contribute to things intel- 
lectual, spiritual and philanthropic. This suggestion was gladly acted 
upon wherever the stay of the Commissioners was long enough to per- 
mit anything being done. It is worth recording that this honorable 
body of Japanese refused one invitation from a Chamber of Commerce 
on the Pacific Coast, to a Sunday excursion and dinner, giving as a 
reason that they were in a Christian land and did not wish to do any- 
thing which might imply a want of respect for its religious observances. 
They observed the day as one of rest and many attended church. 

CHINA EDUCATIONAL COMMISSION. 

The Conference will remember that in our report last year, we rec- 

ommended that a Commission be appointed to co-operate with the 


Boards and Societies having work in China in dealing with the extra- 
ordinary educational situation in that country and in awakening inter- 
est and obtaining gifts for this purpose, and that the Conference ap- 
proved the suggestion and directed that a Commission should be ap- 
pointed consisting of the Committee on Reference and Counsel and 
twelve laymen whom they should appoint. We are gratified to be able 
to report that we have been so fortunate as to secure the following 
eminent gentlemen to serve with us on this important Commission. 

President E. A. Alderman, LL.D., the Hon. John W. Foster, LL.D., 
President Arthur T. Hadley, LL.D., the Hon. Charles E. Hughes, the 
Hon. Seth Low, LL.D., Mr. John R. Mott, Mr. George Wharton Pep- 
per, Mr. N. W. Rowell, Mr. Robert E. Speer, President Woodrow Wil- 
son, LL.D. 

As this Commission is now a separate body, though it includes the 
members of the Committee'on Reference and Counsel, its report will 
be separately presented. We need only note here that the Rev. Paul de 
Schweinitz, D.D., resigned as a member of the Commission on the 
ground that the Moravian Society, which he represents, has no work 
in China and that the place ought to be given to some one who did 
represent such work. The Committee therefore substituted the Rev. 
Earnest de Witt Burton, D.D., of the University of Chicago. 


SCHOOLS FOR THE EDUCATION OF MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN. 


Several requests were referred to the Committee regarding the es- 
tablishment of schools on the field for the education of the children of 
missionaries, and the Committee asked its Chairman to discuss the 
subject in conferences with missionaries whom he might meet during 
his tour of the Far East. We found some difference of opinion among 
missionaries as to the best course to be pursued. 

The majority of those whose views were obtained prefer to keep 
their children with them during the years of primary and grammar 
school training. British and Continental missionaries are often willing 
to send their young children away from’ home to school, and a few 
American missionaries will do so; but most of our missionary parents 
will not. It would be impossible for the Boards to send out the hun- 
dreds of teachers who would be required for such local schools, and 
there appears to be no practicable alternative but to leave primary and 
grammar school training where it is now—with the missionaries them- 
selves. Many mothers teach their own children during these years; but 
in the larger stations, parents sometimes unite in supporting a teacher 
privately. Most countries now have one or two of these private 
schools, so that a parent who wishes to send a child of seven or eight 
away to school can ordinarily make some arrangement with the mis- 
sionaries where a private school is conducted. 


A) 


There appeared to be unanimity of opinion that college training 
should be in the home land. Apart from the impracticability of main- 
taining institutions of collegiate grade on the field solely for foreign 
children, parents realize that it is far better that a youth of eighteen 
and over should have the advantages which can only be obtained in 
America or Europe. 

The period of greatest perplexity is that which lies between the ages 
of 12 and 18, and which, educationally, is represented by the High 
School or Preparatory School. We found that some missionaries have 
no zeal about the establishment even of such schools on the foreign 
field, unless the schools are to be in their immediate neighborhood. 
They said that if they were going to send their boys and girls away 
from home at all, they would rather send them to America than to 
another city in Asia. Most missionaries, however, took a different view. 
They were deeply grateful for the schools for missionaries’ children 
which have been founded in America. They felt that these schools 
were rendering inestimable service and that among the thousands of 
children represented by the more than seven thousand American mis- 
sionaries, there will always be enough who must be educated at home 
to tax the accommodations of such schools. They appreciate, too, the 
generous and sympathetic provision which some boarding-schools make 
for the children of missionaries. But they expressed their strong un- 
willingness to send their children so far away as America at the forma- 
tive period in a child’s life when parental influence is greatly needed 
and when total separation from home for a prolonged period involves 
both physical and moral dangers. Relatives are not always available 
during vacation and health emergencies. 

The urgency of the appeals for assistance in solving this problem were 
pathetic in some instances. Familiarity with missionary life changes 
one’s Opinion as to where the real strain comes. Many imagine that it 
lies in physical hardships. These, however, except in a few fields, are 
relatively insignificant. There are only two great hardships in mission- 
ary life. First, the sense of loneliness and expatriation which comes 
to one who feels that he is far from relatives and native land and the 
movements of his country’s life. Second, the separation of families. 
The latter is the heavier of the two. There comes a time in the life of 
most missionary parents when they realize that their children cannot 
be properly trained on the field. The barrier of language, of methods 
of living, and of different moral and social standards, puts the schools 
for native children out of the question. Parents cannot teach theif 
children themselves without interfering too seriously with their mis- 
sionary work; and such education anyway is not good for a boy of 
more than ten or twelve years. He needs contact with other boys in 
the life and discipline of a school, if manly qualities are to be develop- 
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ed. Some missionaries feel that the establishment of suitable schools 
on the field is so indispensable that, if not provided, they must resign. 
But resignation would separate them from the life-work to which they 
consecrated themselves and be an injustice to the cause which needs 
them and to the Church which sent them out and maintained them dur- 
ing the years of inexperience and language study. The proposal that 
the wife go home with the children and leave the husband on the field 
will be suggested only by those who have the least idea of what it 
means. . 

In a few of the largest stations, the problem has been partially solved 
by missionaries uniting in the support of a teacher brought from Amer- 
ica for the purpose. But schools of this kind are necessarily small and 
lacking in the equipment which is required for good training, while they 
are quite beyond the reach of missionaries in smaller stations; ard 
these missionaries form a large majority of the total force. 

Making all allowance for missionaries who prefer to send their chil- 
dren to America, a great preponderance of missionary opinion strongly 
favors the establishment of-preparatory schools on the field. The 
earnest efforts of the missionaries in the Yang-tse Valley to secure 
funds for a union school at Kuling, and of the missionaries in Korea 
to enlarge the school at Pyeng Yang, and the pathetic failure of both 
efforts are well known. Missionaries should not be left to struggle un- 
aided with such a burden, when it is an inseparable concomitant of mis- 
sionary life under Protestant ideals. 

The financial problem involved is a serious one. It is easy to reply 
that special funds could be secured. But every experienced adminis- 
trator of missions knows that the education of the children of mission- 
aries appeals chiefly to those who are already so deeply in sympathy 
with missionaries and their work that they are giving about all that can 
be expected from them. That much sought for individual, “the man 
who can give a great deal more than he is giving,” is far more likely 
to respond to an appeal for a hospital or some other form of direct 
missionary work among natives. He seldom understands why we should 
feel any special responsibility for children; “they are not taken into 
consideration in the support of any other class of Christian workers 
in the world,—why should they not be deemed the personal responsi- 
bility of the parent, like the children of ministers at. home?” 

This objection can be answered, as we all know; but we cannot fol- 
low it up everywhere; and when we have convinced any particular per- 
son, we have done so by such arguments and brought him to such a 
point that he will give for almost any phase of missionary work, so 
that his gift cannot properly be considered “an extra which would not 
otherwise be made.” There are exceptions; we know some of them; 
but they are not numerous enough to warrant the establishment of per- 
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manent and expensive institutions in dependence upon them. Here and 
there a particular plant may be secured by a special extra gift; we hope 
that many such gifts might be secured. But the Boards may as well 
face, at the outset, the probability that they may have to underwrite the 
expenditure. Moreover we doubt the wisdom of appealing for objects 
for which the Boards are not prepared to assume responsibility. It is 
better to meet the issue squarely and say that, if schools for mission- 
aries’ children should be aided from America at all, they should be re- 
garded as an integral part of our missionary duty. The principle has 
been virtually accepted by every Board which pays a children’s allow- 
ance—and all Boards do in one form or another. Unless we are pre- 
pared to advocate a celibate missionary body, we must recognize the 
family as a part of the expense involved in the maintenance of the 
worker on the foreign field. Conditions at home are not parallel, for 
the Christian worker here is paid a salary which may be increased with 
years and experience, and he has an abundance of schools for the edu- 
cation of his children. But the foreign missionary is not given a salary 
but simply a support; nor is he in the home land where his children | 
ean have access to the schools which are so abundantly provided for: 
the children of our home ministry. . 

We would not press this principle too far. We are aware that for- 
eign missionary life inevitably involves some disadvantages as compared 
with life in the United States and that it would be unreasonable to ex- 
pect the Boards to equalize the conditions. He who accepts foreign 
missionary service accepts certain limitations both for himself and for 
his family. The fact, therefore, that a missionary does not enjoy some 
opportunities which he would have enjoyed if he had stayed at home 
does not necessarily prove that it is the duty of the Boards to try to 
supply them. But recognition of this fact does not lessen our duty to 
help him in a matter so vital as the education of his children. 

A distinction, however, may be drawn between plant and mainten- — 
ance. The former must, of course, come from America. Teachers 
must be selected here and perhaps part of their salaries may have to be 
provided in some cases. But maintenance can be largely aided by the 
missionaries themselves. Current expenses should not be large, as the 
life of the school should be as plain as would be consistent with health 
and thorough work, as most missionary parents receive an allowance 
for children which would enable them to pay at least $100.00 annu- 
ally for each child, and as self-help facilities should be provided. It 
would be cheaper for missionaries to send their children to schools on 
the field than it is to send them to schools in the United States, as most 
of them now do. Living expenses are less in Asia and the children’s 
allowances would go further. This appears to be the opinion of the 
large and representative Committee of the missionaries in the Yang-tse 
Valley, China, for they state in their printed appeal: 
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“As to the current expenses of the school, it has been reckoned by 
the management of the Anglo-American School that a grant of Gold 
$2,500.00 a year from the American Boards would guarantee the finan- 
cial stability of the school. When it is considered that some of the 
Boards make educational grants for the children of their workers, and 
that many of the beneficiaries would be glad to have this grant al- 
located to the Kuling School, the grant requested, when allotted among 
ten or even five Boards, would hardly appear as a charge at all.” 

The Right Rev. L. H. Roots, D.D., Bishop of Hankow, writes: 

“We all feel that if the Boards will take up the matter, that they 
could find the teachers, and that under the supervision of a joint com- 
mittee of the Boards, the school management would be efficient and 
the staff of teachers satisfactory. Granted these two conditions, there 
seems to be no reason why the school should not meet the greater part 
of its own expenses, especially if some few individuals could be inter- 
ested, as no doubt they could be, to provide the larger items of ex- 
pense involved in securing land and buildings. The matter of three to 
five hundred dollars a year for each of the Boards does not seem 2 
‘very serious one financially, and if that were all that were involved, k 
think that the missionaries on the field could meet the expense, since 
they have actually contributed Mex. $5,000 a year for the past three 
years.” 

The question of expense is not all one of outgo. The problem of 
keeping a force in a condition of high efficiency is as serious in mis- 
sions as in war. An anxiety which wears upon nerves, which often be- 
gets depression, which interferes with work, and which not infrequently 
causes return to America of the mother and sometimes of the father 
also, is a matter which may well be considered from the viewpoint both 
of efficiency and economy. 

In presenting this subject, we do not of course wish to ignore the 
fact that some schools for the children of missionaries already exist. 
We could easily name several; some of them, like the China Inland 
School at Chefoo, China, being large and well equipped institutions. 
India has several schools, and Japan and a few other countries have 
one or more. A few cities which have a considerable British popula- 
tion have private boarding schools. The needs of certain regions are 
fairly supplied by these schools. There should be no interference with 
them. The difference between British and American methods is not 
serious enough to justify duplication in a region which has already a 
British school. Where the existing school lacks equipment which 
would enable it to meet the needs of its vicinage, there should be con- 
sultation with a view of ascertaining whether enlargement is practi: 
cable, before another institution is established. Speaking generally, 
however, the schools now in existence are too few, too widely scatter: 
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ed, too restricted in curriculum, and either too limited in accommoda-. 
tions or too expensive to meet the requirements of a large majority of 
missionaries. With occasional exceptions, they are small private 
schools, or they are maintained by particular Societies for the children 
of their own missionaries. They gladly welcome the children of other 
missionaries as far as their accommodations permit; but this “left over 
space” is apt to be variable and uncertain. The subject calls for a 
larger and more adequate handling, a definite fixing of responsibility 
and policy. 

For these and other reasons, which we have not time to consider 
here, we report the following conclusions: 

First. The proper care and maintenance of our missionary force re- 
quire schools on the field for the education of white children. 

Second. These schools, wherever practicable, should be union 
schools. This does not necessarily involve change in the government of 
any already established school. No one, for example, would propose 
altering the type of such an institution as the C. I. M. School at Che- 
foo. But practically the entire force of the C. I. M. is concentrated in 
one country, and it is therefore practicable for it to do some things 
for its missionaries which are not practicable for Societies whose mis- 
sionaries are scattered all over the world with not enough constituency 
in any single country to justify a separate school. There is 
absolutely no good reason why the children of missionaries of the vari- 
ous American Boards and Societies should not be taught in the same 
institutions. No denominational necessity separates them, and the 
union school can have a larger constituency, a more permanent support, 
a better equipment, and a student body of wider range and sympathies. 

Third. These schools should be American. We need hardly say that 
no reflection is intended upon our British and Continental brethren. 
But the language question would make it impracticable to unite with 
missionaries from the Continent of Europe, while many American mis- 
sionaries feel that the British and American educational methods are 
so different that it would be better for us to establish our own schools; 
though, of course, as cordial welcome should be extended to children of 
British missionaries as the British China Inland Mission School at Che- 
foo extends to the children of American missionaries. 

Fourth. Not more than one school should be established in a coun- 
try, except where a given country, like Africa or China, is of such con- 
tinental proportions that a single institution could not properly meet 
its needs. 

Fifth. The schools should be designed for children between the ap- 
proximate ages of twelve and twenty, the schools not to undertake 
either primary or collegiate work, but to make the courses preparatory 
to college entrance. 


Sixth. Each Board co-operating in a given school should pay that 
proportion of cost which its missionary force in the region concerned 
sustains to the total missionary force of that region. . 

Seventh. The local management of each school should be com- 
mitted to a Field Board of Directors, composed of missionaries who are 
members of the Missions in the region served by the school. 

Eighth. Questions of property, equipment, endowment, tuition, cur- 
riculum, the relation of boarding and tuition charges to children’s al- 
lowances, admission of children of non-missionary foreigners, number 
and selection of teachers, manual and other labor as an aid in dimin- 
ishing expenses, and other matters of detail, should be worked out by 
the Societies and Field Board of Directors co-operating in a given 
school. . 

The Committee recommends the whole subject to the favorable con- 
sideration of the Conference, and that the Committee be authorized to 
collect further information regarding the places where schools should 
be established and to present its findings and recommendations to the 
Boards and Societies concerned for such action as they may deem 
proper. 

HOSTELS FOR STUDENTS IN GOVERNMENT COLLEGES. 


The'following resolution was passed at a meeting of Representatives 
of Missionary Societies and the Executive Committee of the World’s 
Young Women’s Christian Association, held in London, June 24, 1909: 

“That the meeting of representatives of the Missionary Societies and 
the Executive Committee of the World’s Young Women’s Christian 
Association desire to bring before the various Societies the urgent and 
increasing demand in many educational centres in the East for Hostels 
for Women Students, owing to the rapid growth of higher education, 
and to suggest that if this need be found to be great, a policy be form- 
ed as to the development of such hostels, whether denominational or 
interdenominational, and that attention be drawn to the need of friendly 
co-operation in such work both at home and on the field.” 

This resolution was sent to several of the Boards who referred it ne 
our Committee. As the Chairman was about to, visit Japan, Korea and 
Northern China, the Committee requested him to secure opinions of 
the missionaries whom he might have opportunity to consult. He 
brought up the subject at all the conferences which he held. Opinions 
were to the effect that the question is not yet a pressing one in Korea 
and in many parts of China. Three conferences of representative 
missionaries in China expressed doubt as to the present need of hostels 
for women, affirming that young women are not now sent away from 
home in any considerable numbers, save to mission schools, and that 
where young women are assembled in Chinese schools, parents and 
teachers would be very suspicious of efforts of foreigners to get them 
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into hostels. Miss A. Estella Paddock, National Secretary of the Y. W. 
C. A. for China, sent a contrary opinion in the following letter: 
Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D., Shanghai. 

Dear Dr. Brown:—The meeting you held with the missionaries in 
Shanghai on Friday evening was reported to me and I regret exceed-. 
ingly that I was not then present to make public the investigation I 
have made regarding hostels for women in China, and which I do 
want you to know, especially since the vote was negative in regard to 
them. I do not contend with the decision for the present, inasmuch as 
the hostels could not be established or begun even on a small scale for 
some time because we have no secretaries on the field. But I am 
aware that had we secretaries with knowledge of Chinese language and 
people, such hostels might well be begun both in Tientsin and Peking. 
This would be in a very private way, for at present the Government 
students and patrons are wary of us—but the need is bound to be rec- 
ognized. 

In May last I held in Peking a conference touching this subject 
among others. Those present were Mrs. Chauncey Goodrich, Mrs. C. 
Jewell, Miss N. Russell, Miss Read, Miss Livins, Mrs. R. R. Gailey. 
At first the ladies were inclined to feel that no hostel is needed in 
~ Peking, but Miss Russell, who has, as you doubtless know, been work- 
ing on the University Extension plan among wealthy women in Peking, 
_and whose knowledge of the situation no one questions, said that she 
had been praying that a hostel might be opened in Peking. There are 
dozens of women students in Peking living in official residences ot 
their provinces, not because of any previous acquaintance but because: 
of provincial ties. Hence these girls have little restraint and are in 
great danger. In my inquiry as to the homes of the faculty of the 
woman’s school both in Peking and Tientsin, I learned that almost 
without exception these teachers are from Central or South China. 
Among these women and among the students, many of whom are also 
from the southern parts of China, there are a. few Christian women. 

The growth of the Y. W. C. A. in Christian schools is acquainting the 
young women with its methods and ideals and it will not be difficult to 
persuade these Christian women who go to these student centres to 
enter a Christian hostel. They in turn will set right the conception of 
the Government students as to these hostels. This is not mere theory. 
In Tientsin we were accorded most cordial welcome to the leading 
schools, through these Christian teachers, and in Peking a Christian 
woman in the official circles, formerly a Y. W. C. A. member in Amer- 
ica, opened the way to visit schools hitherte inaccessible. , 

Government schools are not inaccessible to faith. God has promised 
us an entrance to these schools. Four Bible classes are begun in as 
many gentry schools in Shanghai. 


Teachers in Christian schools, whose pupils enter from desire to 
learn more of the Chinese branches, or from change of residence, pres- 
sure of family influence, or even ambition for promotion, are going to 
the student centres to attend Government schools, are atxiously in- 
quiring where these girls may find a safe home. True, the number is 
small, but it takes no large vision to forecast that the numbers will 
steadily increase. Already Government schools far outnumber Chris- 
tian schools. 

The conclusion, therefore, I would respectfully submit to you, Dr 
Brown, is as follows: 

1. The need of hostels for women is not more than a few years dis- 
tant, if indeed they are not today possible. 

2. The demand for these hostels will be an increasing one—for the 
following persons: 

(a) Christian teachers in Government Schools. 

(b) Christian students in Government Schools. 

(c) Non-Christians whose parents are friendly to Christianity , 
(d) Transient Christian guests in the great cities. 

3. These hostels must have the supervision of experienced conse- 
crated women. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) A. ESTELLA PADDOCK. 


Miss Paddock is doubtless right in believing that the number of 
young women in non-missionary schools will increase; but for the pres- 
ent it appears that two or three hostels for young women would suf- 
fice for immediate needs and a testing of the practicability of such ef- 
fort in China. . 

In some other countries, the opportunity is greater. Japan, India and 
the Philippines already have a few hostels for women students, and 
could well have more, while those that exist need better equipment. 

We believe, however, that the question should have further study 
and that we should have fuller information before recommending post- 
tive action. 

There is another phase of this general question which is more press- 
ing. We refer to hostels for young men in government colleges. The 
number of young men in government institutions in Asia is already 
very large. Such cities as Tokyo, Calcutta, and a half dozen others 
that might be mentioned, are among the greatest student centers of the 
world. Young men in these institutions far outnumber the pupils of 
mission schools, and our plans should not ignore them. Comparatively 
little work of this kind is now being done. Here and there an indi- 
vidual missionary, who has special aptitude for reaching young men, 
has interested himself in the government schools near which he hap- 
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pens to be stationed. We know of some special cases of this kind. 
which are very successful, but so far as we are aware, no Board has 
taken up the matter systematically with a view of formulating policies 
and methods for conducting the work on an adequate scale. The near- 
est approach has been made by the International Committee of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. This Committee and some of its 
secretaries have carefully tested the matter in a few places and have 
acquired valuable experience. They have done enough to show not 
only the greatness of the opportunity but the entire practicability of 
meeting it, if it is undertaken along right lines. The Y. M. €. A. men 
with whom we have talked, however, feel that they have made only 
experimental tests. 

It seems to your Committee that this is a kind of work which ought 
not to be.undertaken by denominational boards acting independently. 
It would be most unwise for half a dozen boards to try to reach the 
students of the same institution while other institutions might be’ 
wholly neglected. There should be united study of this problem and 
united action upon it.’ Ordinary missions methods are not likely to be 
successful in reaching this particular class. We shall probably re- 
quire specially selected men and methods and equipments adapted to 
- the peculiarities of the class to be approached. 

We recommend that the Committee on Reference and Counsel, or 
some other committee designated by the Conference, be charged with 
the duty of making a broad and careful study of the whole subject and 
report to the next Conference. 


PROSECUTION OF MISSIONARIES IN THE CONGO INDEPENDENT STATE. 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (Southern Presbyterian) asked the co- 
operation of the Committee in corresponding with the Department of 
State and in arousing public sentiment regarding the prosecution for 
libel of the Rev. William M. Morrison, D.D., and the Rev. W. H 
Sheppard, D.D., by the Campany Kassai, one of the concessionary rub- 
ber companies operating in the Kassai District of the Congo Independ- 
ent State. There was reason to believe that a vindictive attempt was 
being made to punish these two devoted missionaries under the tech- 
nical forms of law for having published what the world now gen- 
erally recognizes to have been the simple truth regarding the atroci- 
ties in the Congo Region. Indeed their statement was far more mod- 
erate than that made by British Consuls and other non-missionary in- 
vestigators who were in a position to know the facts. The Company 
apparently deemed it easier and safer to take revenge on two mission- 
aries than to deal with the other critics. The place and time set for 
the trial strengthened the suspicion of deliberate unfairness. The place 
was 900 miles from the homes of the defendants and all their witnesses, 
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and the time was so near the dry season that the usual steamer could 
not be depended upon. How could frightened natives be induced to 
make.a long and costly journey of 1800 miles to testify against a power- 
ful company which they had such painful reason to fear? Who was 
to pay their expenses if they could be persuaded to go? And what 
prospect of justice was there when the Government whose appointees 
were to judge the case owned a controlling interest in the company? 

The Committe on Reference and Counsel took up the matter imme- 
diately with our government in Washington. We also sent a circular 
letter to the religious press and to all the Boards and Societies in the 
United States and Canada, acquainting them with the facts and re- 
questing them to unite with the Committee and with the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Presbyterian Church in arousing public 
sentiment and in urging our Government to see that two of its citizens 
should not. be unjustly dealt with in such a high-handed manner. The 
‘response was prompt and emphatic and it soon became evident that 
the Christian people of America of all communions were determined 
that two devoted missionaries should not be persecuted for their cour- 
ageous advocacy of a helpless people. 

The State Department at Washington acted quickly and decisively, 
insisting that the trial should be conducted in such circumstances as to 
afford reasonable assurance that justice should be done. The Congo 
authorities were compelled to change the date of the trial. The charge 
against Dr. Morrison was withdrawn before the trial, and while Dr. 
Sheppard was tried, he was acquitted. 


GAMBLING ON PACIFIC STEAMERS. 


: A committee, representing a number of missionaries who were pas- 
sengers on a steamship on the Pacific Ocean last spring, sent a com- 
munication to the Committee on Reference and Counsel regarding the 
prevalence of gambling and opium smoking among the Chinese pas- 
sengers, and inquiring whether anything could be done to have the evil 
abated. Several members of the Committee on Reference and Counsel 
have personal knowledge of the evil to which the communication re- 
fers and can testify that it was prominent during the trans-Pacific voy- 
ages which they made on three different steamers. 

We, of course, recognize the limitations of a steamship company and 
of the officers of a’ particular ship in regulating the private lives of 
passengers. Many travelers do wrong things for which the captain 
and the company cannot be justly held accountable; nor can an ocean 
voyage be expected to change personal habits which have become es- 
tablished by years of vicious indulgence. A steamship company is a 
public carrier and not a reformatory agency. 

Making all due allowance for this consideration, however, the prac- 
tices complained of, and to which the members of your Committee as 
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well as the signers of the complaint can bear direct testimony, cannot 
be excused. The gambling to which reference is made was not the 
private gambling of individual passengers. Chinese, who appeared to 
be professional gamblers, placed in a conspicuous position on the main 
deck a number of tables with all the paraphernalia of professional 
gambling hells. They did not play among themselves for their own 
amusement, but they virtually opened an establishment and _ solicited 
patronage, not only from steerage but from cabin passengers. _Mem- 
bers of your committee were repeatedly solicited. The tables were 
crowded for several hours of the day and a brisk business was car- 
ried.on. The piles of currency gathered in by the gamblers indicated 
that many of the Chinese laboring men who were returning to their 
native land lost a large part of their earnings, and it is probable that 
some were beggared. All this was done so openly that everybody on 
the ship knew about it. There was publicity and effort to “pull in” 
outsiders which would not be tolerated in any city in America. It 
certainly was offensive to many passengers and it paraded a vicious 
temptation before those who were weak or thoughtless. It seems to 
your committee that gambling of this form is properly within the juris- 
diction of a steamship company. 

The protest sent to us by a committee of missionaries also mentions 
opium smoking. The members of your Committee did not personally 
see this, though it may have existed below decks. This vice is a more 
difficult one to deal with, as the habit develops a craving which re- 
quires special and long continued treatment. A steamship company 
can hardly be expected to prevent an opium smoker from using the 
pipe on his journey across the Pacific. It can, however, adopt regula- 
tions which will not encourage men to stupefy themselves during the 
.enforced idleness of a long voyage. Some men will gamble and some 
will smoke opium, rules or no rules; but it does not follow that a pub- 
lic carrier should permit gambling hells or opium joints to be openly 
conducted on its boats. 

The letter of the committee of missionaries refers to the personal 
kindness which they received from the officers of the ship. We can 
testify to this also, for we have experienced courteous treatment on 
the steamers in which we crossed the Pacific. We would fain believe 
that the evils complained of are distasteful to the steamship company 
and to its officers, that they do not wish their ships to be offensive, not 
only to the large number of missionaries who use them, but to the in- 
creasing number of friends and supporters of mission work whom we 
are urging to visit Asia; and that they will welcome the moral support 
of self-respecting, law-abiding men and women in abating what has be- 
come a nuisance in trans-Pacific traveling on many of the steamers 
plying to and from San Francisco. 
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“YOUNG PEOPLE'S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT IN INDIA. 


A committee of twenty-one missionaries in India, representing more 
than thirteen leading missions and other religious societies, organized 
three years ago to study the conditions of young people’s work in that 
country and called it the United Conference on Young People’s Work 
in India. After carefully considering the needs of the established 
missions for more and better literature specially adapted to the train- 
ing of the young in missionary, devotional and biblical subjects, and 
after considering the need of associating the missions and the other 
organizations working for the young with a view to unifying their ef- 
fort and thus extending and strengthening each other’s work, the Con- 
ference asked the Young People’s Missionary Movement of the United 
States and Canada to assist it by providing money for an agent and 
other necessary expenses. 

The Young People’s Missionary Movement has had this request un- 
der consideration for two years, desiring to make sure that such a ser- 
vice could be wisely given with reference to conditions in India and the 
work undertaken by the Movement in the United States and Canada. 
A special inquiry was made which included nearly a year of travel by 
two representatives of the Young People’s Missionary Movement, and 
later by Mr. Hicks, the General Secretary. At its annual meeting, Janu- 
ary 12, 1909, the request from India was approved and necessary au- 
thorization for giving this aid was voted. It was the desire of the 
Board of Managers of the Young People’s Missionary Movement that 
before further action was taken’ the approval of the Committee on 
Reference and Counsel of the Foreign Missions Boards of the United 
States and Canada should be sought. 

The Young People’s Missionary Movement based its action concern- . 
ing aid on assurances that the Committee in India represents all sec- 
tions of that country and the most important missions ane communions ; 
that the methods to be employed are in thorough harmony with the 
policies .of missionary work as held by the leading missions; and that 
the supervision of the agencies is to be undertaken by the Committee 
in India. It would be the policy of the Movement to secure the neces- 
sary funds from a small number of interested individuals, aiming to 
protect the income of the Home Boards in accordance with the estab- 
lished policy for financing the Movement in this country. 

Inasmuch as enough .work has been done already by the department 
sections of the India Committee to prove the worth of their plans, the 
Committee on Reference and Counsel approves the policy of fostering 
the interests and work of the United Conference of Young People's 
Missionary Movement Work in India, provided that this shall not con- 
stitute another appeal at home for funds for India, and provided also 
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that any financial assistance rendered shall be confined to supplement- 
ary grants-in-aid which shall not impair the resources and working 
force of the Movement in the United States and Canada. 


UNOCCUPIED FIELDS. 

The Committee has a sub-committee on this important subject. Its 
work during the last year has not been prosecuted independently, as 
one of the Commissions in connection with the World Missionary 
Conference, 1910, has been specially charged with this subject and is 
making thorough investigations. It did not appear necessary that our 
sub-committee should attempt to cover the same ground and therefore 
its work lies in abeyance this year, but it will be resumed after the 
World Missionary Conference. 


CANDIDATES FROM OTHER CHURCHES. 

It has come to the knowledge of the Committee that in some in- 
stances candidates of one church have been appointed missionaries by 
a Board of another church in circumstances which have had the ap- 
pearance of want of co-operation. Without magnifying the number or 
the importance of these cases, and without questioning the right of any 
candidate to change his church relationship if he so desires, we sug- 
gest that it would be wise and courteous for any Board which may re- 
ceive an application from a member of another church to correspond 
with the Board of that church before making the appointment, in order 
to ascertain whether that Board may not wish to avail itself of the 
candidate’s services and whether there is any reason why the Board to 
which the application has been made should not accept it. 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEDICAL MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF CHINA. 

The Medical Missionary Association of China adopted the following 
suggestions to the Boards: 

“7, That they require their medical mission candidates to show evi- 
dence that they have made a special study of tropical diseases; pre- 
ferably that they have taken a practical course in tropical medicine or 
at the very least have attended a course of lectures on the subject and 
have been thoroughly trained in practical bacteriology and microscopic 
methods.” 

“2. That as it is of the highest importance that medical missionaries 
should have a good knowledge of the Chinese language, spoken and 
written, and should early gain some experience of existing mission 
methods, the Association urges the importance of relieving them of 
all responsible work during their first two years in the country, of re- 
quiring them to pass examinations not less searching, and locating them 
for a time in established medical centres.” 

“3. That they make provision for the thorough screening of mis- 
sion homes and hospitals, especially in malarial districts, so as to make 
them mosquito and fly proof.” 
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“4. That they allow their medical missionaries, while on furlough, 
ample time for post-graduate studies, and, if necessary, pay the re- 
quisite fees.” 

The Committee on Reference and Counsel is in hearty sympathy with 
these suggestions and has pleasure in communicating them to the 
Boards represented in the Conference, with the recommendation that 
each Board should take such steps as it deemed practicable to give ef- 
fect to these excellent recommendations. It may not be possible to carry 
out the suggestions in every case; but with due allowance for excep- 
tional conditions in particular instances, there can be no question about 
the wisdom of the proposed rules. 


AN INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE. 


Some of the questions with which our Committee has dealt, and some 
others with which it should deal, are not peculiar to America; they are 
international in character. We may instance: political and educational 
disabilities of graduates of mission schools in China and Japan; uni- 
formity of statistics; negotiations with governments on matters affect- 
ing all missionary interests; co-operation with Boards which may de- 
sire the assistance of Boards in other countries in securing the rights of 
their missionaries; slavery tn Africa; atrocities in the Congo Independ- 
ent State; the Anti-Opium Movement in Asia; intoxicants among 
Africans and South Sea Islanders; the labor traffic in Melanesia; inter- 
change of experience between British, Continental and American 
Boards, etc. It is not improbable that the World Missionary Confer- 
ence will result in other suggestions and movements which should be 
followed up by some representative International Committee, 

It would be highly advantageous if our American Committee were so 
related to similar committees in Great Britain and the Continent of 
Europe that it might be possible to secure united conference, and, when 
desirable, united action. The considerations which led the Boards anid 
Societies in the United States and Canada to constitute the Committee 
on Reference and Counsel would appear to apply with equal if not 
greater force to the establishment of a committee which shall form a 
means of intercommunication between the Boards and Societies of Eu- 
rope and America. We have now come to such a stage of interna- — 
tional Christian relations that it is becoming more and more desirable 
that there should be some regular means of conference on matters af- 
fecting the cause as a whole. The Ecumenical Conference of 1900 and 
the World Missionary Conference of 1910 represent splendid influence 
in this direction; but they are temporary and occasional, and are of 
such a character that it is not practicable for them to do the work that 
is required. 

Germany already has a General Executive Committee of six members, 
and one of the members of our Committee has had personal conference 
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on this subject with a few of the missionary leaders in Great Britain. 
It is a significant coincidence that, without knowing that anyone in 
America was considering the formation of an International Committee, 
our Continental brethren took up the matter themselves and adopted a 
Memorial to the Societies of Great Britain and America, suggesting 
united action. Fortunately the Rev. Julius Richter, D.D., a member of 
the Continental General Executive Committee, is now in America and 
is present at this Conference. Dr. Richter has already conferred with 
our Committee on this subject and has been assigned an hour for the 
presentation of the Continental Memorial to this Conference. We glad- 
ly leave the further discussion of it to him, with the strong hope and 
recommendation that favorable action may be taken. We do not mean 
that we are ready to urge all the details suggested by the Memorandum 
of the Continental Societies. It might be sufficient now to arrange for 
the appointment of the Committee, leaving details of organization, work 
and relationship to be worked out later in careful and deliberate con- 
ference. The proposal is a large one, and important phases of it call 
for conference with the British and Continental Committees before 
plans are determined and solidified. 

We doubt the expediency, however, of referring the matter to the 
World Missionary Conference to be held at Edinburgh. Not only 
would this involve unnecessary delay, but the Edinburgh Conference 
would have no authority to act for the Societies in such a matter, _ It 
could only recommend action, and as the Conference will meet at the 
beginning of the summer vacation season, action by the Societies would 
be thrown over till next fall, and it would probably be a year before the 
way would be clear to constitute the Committee. It must be borne in 
mind, too, that it has been decided that the World Missionary Confer- 
ence shall take no votes on any subject. It will not be constituted for 
decisions which commit the Societies, and it is not desirable that it 
should attempt them. The only body which has power to pass upon 
the appointment of an International Committee for the Boards in the 
United States and Canada is the Joint Conference of their representa- 
tives which is now in session. We believe also that the International 
Committee should be more directly amenable to the co-operating Soci- 
eties than it would be if appointed by the World Conference. The Com- 
mittee should be appointed by and be responsible to the Societies them- 
selves or to such organized bodies. of their representatives as our Joint 
Conference. We see no reason, therefore, why this Conference should 
not take action at once, and then, with the Continental and American 
sections of an International Committee appointed, it will only remain 
for the British Societies to act to have the whole plan ready for oper- 
ation. 
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[The Rey. Dr. Julius Richter addressed the Conference, and after dis- 
cussion and due consideration by the Business Committee, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted: 

“Resolved, That the Conference express its full and cordial approval 
of the proposal made by Dr. Richter and the Committee on Reference 
and Counsel for the appointment of an International Committee, to 
serve as a medium of communication between the Boards and Societies 
of Foreign Missions throughout the world and to represent them in 
matters of common interest. 

“Resolved, That the Conference’s Committee on Reference and Coun- 
sel be authorized to act as the American section of such an Interna- 
tional Committee in concert with the General Executive Committee of 
the Continental Societies. 

“Resolved, That the Committee on Reference and Counsel be author- 
ized to confer with the representatives of the Foreign Missionary Soci- 
eties of Great Britain and express the hope that these Societies may 
constitute a similar Committee for Great Britain, with authority to 
unite with the Continental and American representatives as an Inter- 
national Committee. 

“Resolved, That the International Committee, thus constituted of the 
Continental, the British and the American Committees, be authorized 
to add to its numbers and to work out details of name, permanent or- 
ganization and procedure, and submit them for approval to the Boards 
and Societies of Europe and America.] 

The sub-committee on Union, Co-operation and New Missions, Dr. 
H. K. Carroll, Chairman, presents herewith its annual review: 


I. UNION AND CO-OPERATION. 


There have been no new movements toward organic union, but pro- 
gress has been made in that direction under plans previously inaugu- 
rated. The movements of the year toward comity, federation and co- 
operation were many and important. 

1. As the outcome of a meeting held at the Shanghai Centenary 
Conference of 1907 plans for. the union of all Anglican mission churches 
in China are well under way. A gathering in Shanghai, March g, 1909, 
of eight missionary bishops and missionaries and others representing 
the missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church and the Church of 
England carried the project a step farther on. The Church of Eng- 
land in Canada will also be included with its new mission in the pro- 
vince of Honan. There is to be one Anglican Church in China, to be 
called the “Holy Catholic Church in China,” and all the Anglican so- 
cieties operating in that country will contribute thereto. 

2. The Federation in West China appears to be working satisfac- 
torily. The University at Chentu, in which all the missions are co-op- 
erating, is developing as rapidly as can be expected. The Committee 
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on Church Union held a week’s session in May last, and adopted a 
declaration of faith similar to that of the Union Christian Church ‘n 
South India. This committee, representing eight societies, also had un- 
der consideration conditions of admission to the Church, which are to 
be “repentance, faith and obedience to the spirit and teaching of our 
Lord.” When it is remembered that denominations differiug as widely 
in polity, practice and ritual, as Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, Con- 
gregationalists, and Friends are represented on the Committee of 
Church Union, it is amazing that not only do they federate without 
apparent difficulty, but they seem able to agree upon such delicate ques- 
tions as the ordinances, terms of membership, transfer of relations, etc. 
It is a fact of extraordinary interest that what to many appears to be 
an impossible problem is being calmly and confidently worked out in 
the heart, not of Christian America or Europe, but of heathen Asia. 

3. The Union movement in India is steadily developing. We have 
reported the union in South India of Presbyterian, Reformed and Con- 
gregational missions and the organization of the South India United 
Christian Church, following the union of seven Presbyterian churches 
in the Presbyterian Church of India in 1904. The past year there was 
a meeting at Jubbulpore of representatives of the Presbyterian Church in 
India, the South India United Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the Friends Christian and Missionary Alliance, seven bodies, with the 
object of forming a federal union. As the outcome it is announced 
that a Federation with provincial councils and a national council may 
be expected in the course of a year or two. 

4. Three Lutheran bodies, the United Synod, South, the General 
Council and the United Danish Church of America adopted in 1909 a 
plan of co-operation in conducting mission work in Japan, chiefly in 
the Island of Kyushu. This results in the enlargement of the missions 
of the United Synod, which now has 24 foreign workers. 

5. The Munan, China, Mission of the United Evangelical Church at 
a meeting held in July, 1900, voted to “affiliate” with “the Methodist 
group in the Church Union Movement in China.” 

6. The missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, in Songdo, Korea, have united in the 
maintenance of educational work for the training of native preachers 
for the two missions. About fifty persons were under training for 
three months, five missionaries engaging in the teaching. 

7. The Amoy, China, Mission of the London Missionary Society has 
become a party to the union already formed between the missions of 
the Reformed Church in America and the English Presbyterian Church 
for educational work, and negotiations are in progress for the incorpor- 
ation of the London mission churches with those of the other two-de- 
nominations in the existing ecclesiastical bodies in that field. 
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8. Plans for a federation of educational institutions in Nanking, 
China, belonging to the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Disciples of 
Christ, and the Presbyterian Church are under consideration. The in- 
stitutions of the last two Churches have been under joint control for 
about two years. The new plan contemplates a Christian University 
and affiliated institutions under joint control, the property to be held 
separately for the common use. A new site has been selected and the 
old properties are to be sold and the proceeds reinvested in the new. 

9g. It is proposed to establish in Canton, China, a union theological 
seminary, the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America and 
the New Zealand and Canadian Presbyterian Churches co-operating. 
It is hoped that the missions of the United Brethren in Christ, the 
American Board and the London Missionary Society may also join in 
the movement. . 

10. In the province of Chekiang, China, a Federation Council has 
been formed, embracing Baptist, Presbyterian, English and American 
Methodist, Church of England and other missions, eight in number, and 
has agreed upon a pian for the mutual exchange of members. A sim- 
ilar Federation Council has also been organized in the province of K#- 
angsu by ten denominational missions and two Bible Societies, the ob- 
ject being to promote plans for union. 

11. The American Baptist Missionary Union and the Southern Bap- 
tist Board of Foreign Missions are arranging to unite in Japan in the 
work of theological education, the institutions to be located at Yoko- 
homa or Tokio. 

12. The Foreign Board of the National Baptist Convention (Col- 
ored) and the South African Baptist Union co-operate in all the work 
of the two organizations in South Africa. 

13. The American Board’s Normal School and Theological School 
in Ahmednagar, India, are to be made union schools, all other missions 
being asked to unite in their use, support and management. 

14. The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Protestant Church has arranged a plan of co-operation with the Ameri- 
can Board in North China, by which it sends to Kalgan and supports a 
man missionary to work under the supervision of the American Board. 

15. In Hankow, China, the American Baptist Missionary Union, the 
London Missionary Society and the English Wesleyan Methodist Mis- 
sionary Society unite in conducting a medical training school. 

16. The American Board, the Reformed Church in America, the 
United Free Church of Scotland, and the London and Wesleyan Meth- 
odist Missionary Societies are organizing a union theological school in 
Bangalore, India, for the training of native young men for the ministry. 

17. A notable instance of co-operation established several years ago 
is that of the Moravian Church and Australian Presbyterian Church. 
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For the mission among the aborigines of North Queensland, the Mo- 
ravians train and supply missionaries, while the Presbyterians control 
them and provide their support. 

18. The Northern and Southern Presbyterians have united in the 
maintenance of a college in Hangchow, China. With this end in view, 
the college of the former has been removed to a new site outside the 
city and the necessary buildings have been erected. 

ion Ih West China, the Canada Methodist mission is to take « over 
the work and territory of the London Missionary Society in the ‘Sze- 
a Province in March, 1910. 

~The Evangelical Churches having missions in Chile, South 
melas have made a formal declaration of the essential unity of be- 
lievers in Christ and the solidarity of all the Evangelical work. The 
declaration embodies a short creed and sets forth the high purposes for 
which the Churches are unitedly working. , 

In most if not all foreign fields arrangements for the division of the 
territory between the various societies have been adopted, and each 
society. is*expected to respect the fields of work assigned to other so- 
cieties. The Evangelical Union in the Philippines provides for the di- 
vision-of the field among the various societies, and for the use of a 
-common title, /glesia Evangelica, the particular denominational name 
to follow it in parenthesis. The history of the union, covering eight 
years, shows, we are told, that “it is a practical working scheme of 
Church federation.” A similar organization has been formed in Korea, 
the ultimate aim of which is, as in the Philippines, one Christian Church 
in Korea. The territory in Southeastern Korea has been divided be- 
tween the American and the Australian Presbyterian Church, and in 
Central Korea, the former has reached a satisfactory adjustment with 
the Methodists concerning their respective fields. 


Il, NEW MISSIONS. 


Two new missions have been recently established, one in North 
Africa, and one in the Province of Honan, China. 

1. Under the auspices of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop J. C. Hartzell has established a 
mission in North Africa with two centres, Algiers and Tunis. Author- 
ity was given for the organization of the mission in 1907, and begin- 
nings were made in 1908. In Algiers eight missionaries are at work. 
Evangelistic meetings are held, a Christian literature is being prepared, 
and 250 women and girls are under the instruction of three women 
missionaries. In Tunis, there are three missionaries, one man and two 
women, with a Bible room and.a hall where evangelistic services are 
held for Arabs and Berbers, men and women. The work is being con- 
ducted in the English, Arabic, French, and Berber languages. The chief 
purpose of the mission is to reach the millions of Kabyles or Berbers. 
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A mission press has been ordered, and a Christian literature is being 
prepared for the Kabyles. Dr. Edward F. Frease,.long a missionary i 
India, has been appointed as superintendent of the mission. The amount 
expended in 1909 was $10,000. The expenditures for 1910 will reach 
$15,000, nearly all of which is in special gifts. 

2. The Missionary Society of the Church of England in Canada has, 
at the unanimous request of the Anglican Communion in China, de- 
cided to establish a mission in the Province of Honan, China. A bishop 
for the new diocese of Honan, the Rt. Rev. Wm. C. White, D.D., was 
consecrated in Toronto, November 30, 1909. The capital of the Province, 
Kai Feng Fu, will be the See City. Three missionaries and four native 
workers have been selected to inaugurate the work, which is to be on 
an educational basis, with a view to the training of a native church. 
The plant contemplates twenty acres of land outside the South Gate, 
three residences for missionaries, day schools, boarding schools for 
boys and girls, normal schools for the training of teachers, men and 
women, women’s schools for the training of Bible Women and a theo- 
logical school for native evangelists. It is hoped that a Provincial 
Christian University may ultimately grow out of this beginning. The 
expenditures the first year will be about $12,000, of which $7,000 is for 
property. A general understanding has been reached with the Canadian 
Presbyterians, the China Inland Mission and other Christian bodies 
respecting the several fields of labor and co-operation in educational 
work. 

3. The Free Methodist General Missionary Board has voted to cre- 
ate a new station in Cape Colony, near Natal, South Africa. 

4. The Missionary Society of the Evangelical Association has es- 
tablished a medical mission in Tungjen in the Province of Kweichow, 
China. Two physicans are to be placed in charge. 

5. The Presbyterian Board has opened new stations in An Dong, 
Korea, in Tap Tieng, Siam and in Matet, West Africa. 

6. The International Committee of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation has sent a secretary to Santiago, Chile, to establish Young Men’s 
Christian Association work on the West Coast of South America. 

7. The German Baptist Brethren have opened a mission in Argen- 
tina, South America, at Rio Cuarto; a field hitherto unoccupied. Three 
missionaries are at work. | 

8. As anew missionary enterprise, we may mention that the Ameri- 
can Board is undertaking to raise an endowment fund of $2,000,000 for 
the higher educational work carried on in its various fields. 

The Committee has dealt with many other matters during the year, 
such as seriding information to the Boards and Societies having work 
in China that missionaries who felt that they had not been fairly dealt 
with in the distribution of indemnity for losses incurred during the 
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Boxer Uprising might obtain reconsideration of their cases by. apply- 
ing to the United States Court of Claims; corresponding with Wash- 
ington regarding the establishment of a United States Court in China, 
and the importance of inquiry regarding the personal character of can. 
didatés for appointment to the diplomatic and consular service; con- 
sidering compensation for medical attendance rendered by missionaries 
of one Board to missionaries of other Boards; and a number of other 
subjects which do not call for detailed presentation in this report. 

In accordance with the authority given to the Committee by the last 
Conference, letters were sent to the Boards inviting pro rata contribu- 
tions toward the expenses of the Committee, which were generously 
and promptly made. 

We call the attention of the Conference to the fact that the term of 
service of four of the members of the Committee expires with this 
Conference, and that by the ruling of the Conference of 1909, at least 
two members of the Committee shall not be eligible for re-election, 

We recommend that in view of the multiplying and responsible duties 
which the Committee is expected to perform, the membership be en- 
larged by an addition of one member so that the Committee exclusive 
of Mr. Grant, who is a member ex-officio, shall consist of ten members 
instead of nine. 

Respectfully submitted for the Committee. 


Arthur J. Brown, Chairman, Henry K. Carroll, Secretary, James L. 
Barton, Thomas S. Barbour, Henry N. Cobb, Walter R. Lambuth, Ar- 
thur S. Lloyd, Paul de Schweinitz, Alexander Sutherland, W. Henry 
Grant. 

Discussion. 


Rev. ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND, D.D.: Although I represent one of the 
smaller missionary families, this is a theme in which we are interested - 
very much, and we are glad to have all the information we can, and if 
we have any to impart, to give it for the benefit of others. This is a 
matter we have taken up with our missionaries in West China. We 
make provision out there for primary education up to the age of, per- 
haps, ten years. We find a general concensus of opinion, not only from 
our missionaries, but among others also that it is not desirable that for- 
eign children should remain in a country like China after they have 
reached the age of ten or eleven. An allowance is made on a sliding 
scale to meet this expense of education. Up to six years it is an al- 
jowance of. $50.00 a year, and it is not intended then for educational 
purposes, but gives the missionary a chance to accumulate for the edv- 
cational period. From six to twelve years it is $100.00, and from twelye 
years, because it is the most expensive period, it is ¥150. ae es 
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We have sent out a teacher to do the educational primary work, aud 
we will extend the work as the circumstances call for. There is this 
with regard to the proposition submitted, the utter impossibility of one 
imstitution, one school sufficing for children of missionaries all over 
China. They would have to send their children further away in a 
certain sense, to reach that school and stay there than if they sent them 
to America. They could reach them in the United States quicker than 
they could reach them in some central point in China. 


Another thing, China, as you know, is an exceedingly fertile country 
in regard to population, and missionary families seem to be no excep- 
tion to the rule. Now, I take it for granted, that it is impossible that 
the future life work of their children will be in China. Their future 
career will be in America, in the home land. A more limited number 
may’ follow in the footsteps of their parents in mission work. It seems 
for those whose future career is to be in the United States and Canada, 
that it is of the utmost importance that the educational period from 
twelve to twenty-one should be spent in the country where they expect 
their future interests to be: Even in regard to this, if there were any 
considerable number who might remain in China as missionaries, or in 
other walks in life, even then it looks to us exceedingly important that 
the educational period should be spent in the most intimate touch with 
the Christian ideals and ethical ideals and not spent in an atmosphere 
that in all these respects is anything but healthful. How to escape that 
is the question, and if the missionary family, father, mother, feel that 
they cannot adequately protect their children in their own homes after 
a certain age from a moral and spiritual malaria, how can you effect it 
in a school unless you make it like a convent? The conviction of our 
Board is that after ten or eleven years the children should have an 
opportunity to come home for their education. 


One thing more. We have under consideration now the project of 
establishing if we can at some good center what we would call a Mis- 
sionary Home, that will be a rendezvous for missionaries on furlough 
and for missionaries’ children while they are in our country for educa- 
tional purposes. This will be the situation, if they have to send their 
children home for their education they will know they can send their 
children to a Christian home, surrounded by Christian influences, and 
in touch constantly with the best ideals. 


Mr. Meics, Nanking: I can speak something of the minds of the 
missionaries located in the provinces of the Lower Yangtse Kiang. 
About four years ago this matter was brought up and it was thought 
of so much importance that the missionaries themselves arranged to 
organize a school at Kuling and the sum of five thousand dollars per an- 
num for three years was raised that we might make this experiment. 
This was subscribed by some eighteen missionaries and the school was 
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organized. We rented buildings of the mission at Kuling where the 
experiment was made. After the school had gone on for one year, so 
successful was the experiment that it was thought best to secure aid in 
the United States, and I was sent here for that purpose, and landed 
here in 1907, and when less than half the amount was secured the 
panic came\on, we had to abandon the enterprise because of a little 
mishap in the formation of our committee, and the matter was dropped 
and the school had to come to a close at the end of the three years. 
The experiment was successful and satisfactory in the line of convinc- 
ing those who had taken part in it. 

Referring to Dr. Sutherland’s remarks, the missionaries of the Yang- 
tse Kiang are anxious to have their children with them until they are 
ready for college, notwithstanding the moral atmosphere. The school 
conducted on that mountain, where the climatic conditions are fully 
equal to the United States, could be met successfully from the stand- 
point of physical surroundings, and they would be away from the im- 
moral surroundings and influences you are talking about, and I am 
sure that the missionaries will hail with joy any prospect of any favor- ; 
able ‘action on the part of this body such as suggested by Dr. Brown. 
When I was at home before my efforts were seconded by the officers 
of every missionary society | came in contact with. 

Dr. Brown: It was not the thought of the Committee that one school 
should suffice for all of China. 

Dr. S. H. CHEester: I was commissioned by our Committee of For- 
eign Commissions especially to express their gratitude to the Boards 
represented here for the action taken by those Boards during the trial 
through which we have been passing in connection with our work on 
the Congo, and to say to you that we believe that action was largely 
influential in bringing about the result that was reached in that trial. 

King Leopold has passed beyond our judgment of him, and I do not 
want to say any harm of him under the circumstances. In the city of 
Mexico last week I saw large numbers of candles being burned in the 
cathedral for the repose of his soul. The Catholic Church, for better 
or for worse, has elected to make itself responsible for him and his 
career. They are welcome to whatever satisfaction they may be able 
to get out of it. 

We are sure that the only reason why the judge in that case rendered 
a verdict of acquittal was because our Government gave them to under- 
stand that an adverse verdict procured under the methods that were 
being pursued would not be accepted as a satisfactory settlement. In 
bringing in a verdict of acquittal they acknowledged the truth of the 
charges made by the missionaries. 

Rev. Homer C. Stuntz, D.D.: We have worked the school matter out 
satisfactorily in India. As we all know a large European constituency 
was brought into our Methodist Church. Our Women’s Missionary 
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Society and our Board of Missions are maintaining eight such schools. 
I have been principal of two myself. The Presbyterian Mission is 
maintaining one or two schools. It is the almost unanimous desire of 
our missionaries to keep the children in the country until they are pre- 
pared for college and they are satisfied that the students attending these 
schools on the field are often better prepared than those educated in 
our own high schools. 

Rey. T. S. Barsour, D.D.: It seems to me that it would be very fortu- 
nate that further consideration should be given to the plan before it goes 
to Boards. There are certain details which can be handled with less em- 
barrassment before the case is submitted to the individual Boards; one 
is the relation of the movement to foreign residents who are not mis- 
sionaries. Are the schools to be exclusivevly for missionaries, or is 
the action to be hospitable toward such children from the outside? We 
have realized the importance of reaching foreign residents. This ques- 
tion might be profitably considered. 

Rev. Heser Jones: There are two things I would like to say in con- 
nection with the situation in Korea. The first is that as far as I know 
the great majority of the missionaries’ children there are looking for- 
ward to a missionary career in Korea. Others that I know who are in 
training in America are looking toareturn. Weare fortunate in having a 
school in Pyeng Yang, maintained by the missionaries which takes care 
of the local situation. We would like very much to have that school 
enlarged. It could be done by a small investment from the Boards in 
the erection of dormitories and by the partial support of the teachers. 
We have no doubt in our minds in Korea that such a school, taking 
them up through the grammar grades, and possibly on through the 
high school, is desirable for our children. 

Rev. J. P. Jones. India: We have stitch a school in South India, in the 
mountains, which has been run for some years and is a success, It is 
partially endowed, and an effort is being made to complete the endow- 
ment. It is run by two of our American boards on American lines. We 
must remember that these schools must differ according to the climate 
of the country. For instance, with us, to keep the children there until 
they are twenty years old is out of the question, to keep them in South- 
ern India until they are fifteen years old, especially girls, is out of the - 
question. They should not remain after they are twelve years old. 
The physical and moral aspects of things out there is not conducive to 
their best development and we think that they should be sent home 
early. Keep them until they are twelve and let them go home for the 
severer discipline of life, and they cannot get it in the tropical coun- 
tries. Keep them until they are about ten or twelve years old and then 
let them go home for the rough and tumble of life. 
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GAMBLING EVILS ON PACIFIC STEAMERS. 


Resolved, That the Conference instruct its Committee on Reference 
and Counsel to take such steps and bring such influence to bear upon the 
proper authorities to put an end to the gambling practices which are 
reported as now prevailing openly and in public on board many Pacific 
Ocean steamers, thus causing irritation and scandal at a point where 
the life and civilization of our Christian country comes into direct con- 
tact with the nations we are seeking to help. 


SCHOOLS FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN. 


Resolved, That the Conference express its interest in the investiga- 
tions already made by the Committee on Reference and Counsel on the 
subject of Schools for Missionaries’ Children, and that this Committee 
be requested to secure an expression of judgment from the Boards in 
North America as to the plans outlined by the Committee, and to report 
their findings to the Conference of I9QII. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT. 


Resolved, That the Conference express its sympathy with the plans 
proposed by the Young People’s Missionary Movement for the exten- 
sion of its helpful activities to India along lines in harmony with exist- 
ing missionary agencies. 


HOSTELS FOR STUDENTS IN GOVERNMENT COLLEGES. 


Resolved, That the Conference recognizes the importance of making 
some provision for bringing Christian influence to bear upon the in- 
creasing number of students in government schools and colleges of 
Asia. That the Committee on Reference and Counsel be instruéted to 
make further investigation of the subject in relation to both men and 
women students, conferring with the Educational Association of China, 
the International Committees of the Young Men’s and Young Women’s 
Christian Associations, and missionaries on the field, and reporting find- 
ings and recommendations to the next annual Conference. 


CANDIDATES FROM OTHER CHURCHES. 


Resolved, That when any Board or Society receives an application 
for appointment as foreign missionary from a member of another 
church. the Conference would urge that the Board or Society receiving 
such application should correspond with the board of the church to 
which the applicant belongs, before making the appointment, in order tc 
ascertain whether the other Board desires to avail itself of the candi- 
date’s services, and whether there is any reason why the Board to which 
the application has been made should not accept it. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND 
COUNSEL. 


THE REV. ARTHUR J. BROWN, D.D., CHAIRMAN. 

The Committee on Reference and Counsel herewith presents its 
fourth annual report. As in former years, the Committee has dealt 
with many different matters. Some of them cannot be wisely pre- 
sented in a printed report, as they relate to questions more or less 
confidential in character. This is particularly true of some of the 
correspondence with the State Department in Washington. The Com- 
mittee records its deep appreciation of the promptness and courtesy 
with which the Department has responded to its requests for informa- 
tion regarding various matters which affect the interests of mission 
work in non-Christian lands. We have not found a trace of that dis- 
like of missionary work which is supposed to characterize Govern- 
ments. It may be noted in this connection that it is the policy of the 
Committee not to apply to the State Department except in circum- 
stances of necessity. We have refused many requests to intervene at 
Washington in the name of the Boards and Societies which the Com- 
mittee represents. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE. 


It is probably not known to most of the members of the Conference 
that for a large part of the eighteen years since it was organized, it 
had no formal Constitution. It was not until 1898 that any Consti- 
tution was adopted, when the following became, and has since re- 
mained, the Constitution of the Conference: 

“This Annual Conference being primarily for the consideration of 
questions of administration pertaining to Foreign Missions, its mem- 
bership is confined to executive officers and members of Foreign Mis- 
sions Boards and Societies having separate church constituencies in the 
United States and Canada; the executive officers of said Boards and 
Societies, together with two members from each, duly elected for the 
purpose, being alone entitled to vote. Other members of Foreign Mis- 
sions Boards represented in the Conference, and officers and members 
of the Executive Committees of interdenominational agencies directly 
interested in foreign missionary work, may be elected by the Confer- 
ence as corresponding members. In addition, the Conference cordially 
welcomes any foreign missionaries or other interested friends who 
may be present at its sessions.” 

The Conference has now. passed the experimental stage and has be- 
come a body of large interest and influence, representing 52 Societies. 
{ntimations have reached your Committee of a growing feeling that 
the time has come when the Conference ought to be more carefully 
and representatively constituted, its functions more specifically defined, 
and its membership and the privileges of discussion more strictly 
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limited to those who are entitled to participate in them. The parallel 
Conference on the Continent of Europe has a much more definite and 
responsible organization, limits attendance more carefully to those 
who have a right to be present, and meets in circumstances which do 
not subject it to the constant interruptions of a great city. But with 
us many attend in a casual and incidental way and come and go with 
little sense of responsibility; opinions on important subjects which 
gain wide currency and influence in the printed annual report as the 
opinions of the Boards and Societies, are sometimes passed without 
due consideration; and the business of the Conference tends to fall 
into the hands of a few, leaving many with little opportunity to take a 
vital part in the debates and who sometimes chafe because they are 
expected to vote upon reports which they never saw until just before 
the vote was called for. All of this is neither their fault, nor the 
fault of the Conference, but the result of a very loose organi- 
zation which draws to itself. many persons only superficially related 
to the Conference. The adoption of more systematic rules has become 
more essential since the organization of the Continuation Committee 
of the Edinburgh Conference and the necessity of the different na- 
tional annual Conferences acting in harmony with the larger and more 
comprehensive body. 

The Committee on Reference and Counsel does not desire to assume 
any authority in such a matter. But as it would be clearly impractic- 
able for the Conference to deal with such a subject amid the pressure 
of its brief session unless some carefully worked out plan is sub- 
mitted for its consideration, suggestion was made that the Committee 
on Reference and Counsel should prepare some preliminary outline for 
presentation. We therefore submit the following as a system of work- 
ing rules and by-laws for the better organization of the Conference: 


CONSTITUTION: 
NAME. 

The name of the Conference of the Foreign Missions Boards in the 
United States and Canada shall be THE FOREIGN MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA. 

OBJECT, 

This Conference is organized primarily for the consideration of 
questions relating to the Administration of Foreign Missions and for 
the investigation and consideration of matters of practical interest to 
the participating Boards and Societies. It is the agent of all the So- 
cieties, individually and collectively, for securing information and for 
promoting the measures that shall conserve the best interests of all. 
The value of all its declarations will in a large measure rest in the 
thoroughness of its investigations, in the sanity of its methods of pro- 
cedure, and in the reasonableness of its conclusions. The object- of 
the Conference is to foster and promote a true science of missions. 


3 


The meetings of the Conference are not held for the purpose of 
exploiting or endorsing the work of any organization or society; 
therefore the time of the meetings shall not be taken up for this pur- 
pose, except as called for by some Conference Committee. 


MEETINGS. 


The meetings shall be held annually in January, at such time and 
place as may be designated by the preceding Conference or by the 
Committee of Arrangements. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


All Foreign Missionary Boards and Societies having separate church 
constituencies in the United States and Canada, and with an annual 
income of not less than $20,000, shall be entitled to be represented in 
the Conference by not to exceed four executive officers; Societies 
with an annual income of less than $20,000 shall be entitled to be 
represented by one executive officer. 

In addition to these representatives, each Society having an income 
of from $20,000 to $250,000, shall be entitled to one elected delegate; 
from $250,000 to $500,000, two elected delegates; from $500,000 to 
$1,000,000, three elected delegates; and more than $1,000,000, four elect- 
ed delegates. Societies having more than four executive officers may, 
at their discretion, include their additional executive officers among 
the elected delegates to whom they are entitled. 

The basis of representation of the following Societies, because of 
their close relations to foreign missionary work as interdenominational 
co-operating agencies which send out missionaries, in consultation with 
the Church Boards and Societies, to serve the common interest, shall 
be the same as that of the Societies having separate church con- 
stituencies : 

The American Bible Society, 

The International Committee of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. 

The following Societies, because of their close relation to foreign 
missionary work as interdenominational co-operating agencies which 
serve the common interest at the home base, in consultation with 
the Church Boards and Societies, shall be entitled to one delegate 
each: 

The Young People’s Missionary Movement, 

The Student Volunteer Movement, 

The Laymen’s Missionary Movement, 

The American Tract Society. 

Distinguished guests, foreign missionaries, members of Foreign 
Missions Boards and Societies who are not delegates, and officers and 
members of the Executive Committees of international and undenom- 
inational agencies directly interested in foreign missionary work, may 
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be invited by the Committee of Arrangements to sit as corresponding 
members, with the privileges of participation in the discussions, but 
without power to vote. 

OFFICERS. 


The officers of the Conference shall consist of a Chairman, two 
Vice-Chairmen, and a Secretary and Treasurer. The offices of Secre- 
tary and Treasurer may be vested in one person. 

These officers shall be elected at the close of the annual session to 
serve ad interim and until the close of the following annual session, 
or until their successors are elected. 

The Chairman, or in his absence, one of the Vice-Chairmen, shall 
preside, or be responsible for securing a presiding officer, at each ses- 
sion of the Conference. 

The Secretary shall keep all records and be a member ex-officio of 
all Committees. 

COMMITTEES. 


The principal work of the Conference shall be done through Com- 
mittees, whose members shall be chosen, except when appointed for 
temporary service, in three classes, in such a way that the term of one- 
third of the members shall expire each year. All permanent Com- 
mittees shall be chosen upon nomination by the Committee on Nom- 
inations, excepting the Committee on Nominations itself, which shall 
be nominated by the Business Committee. The number, continuation 
and size of these Committees shall be regulated by the extent and 
importance of the service they are to render. 

The membership of the following permanent Committees shall be 
as stated: 

Of Reference and Counsel, 12 members; of Arrangements for Annual 
Meeting, 9; of Religious Needs of Anglo-American Communities on the 
Mission Field, 6; On Credentials, 6; on Nominations, 9; on the Home 
Base (including relations of Boards to interdenominational agencies 
whose work is at the Home base), 9. 

In each case, the first person named shall be the convener of the 
Committee; but each Committee shall elect its own officers. Commit- 
tees shall have the right to fill vacancies ad interim. 

The Business. Committee of each Conference shall be appointed at 
the opening session on nomination of the Committee of Arrangements. 
Other Committees may be appointed from time to time either for 
permanent or temporary service as the Conference may direct. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS : 


The reports of the more permanent Committees, and also of im- 
portant temporary Committees, shall be presented in type to all of the 
Boards and Societies that have membership in the Conference, at 
least four weeks before the assembling of the annual Conference. 
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No Committee, without special vote of the Conference, shall occupy 
more than fifteen minutes in presenting its report to the Conference, 
except the Committee of Reference and Counsel which shall be allowed 
thirty minutes, and reports shall be followed by ample opportunity for 
discussion, each speaker being limited to seven minutes, with second 
privilege of the floor only when no other member desires to speak. 


RESOLUTIONS : 

All- resolutions shall be referred to the Business Committee and shall 
not be voted upon by the Conference until reported back by the Busi- 
ness Committee with’ its recommendations thereon. No resolution 
shall be. considered which deals with theological or ecclesiastical ques- 
tions that represent denominational differences, and if such resolutions 
are presented, the Chairman shall rule them out of order. 


EXPENSES: 

The expenses of the delegates shall be met by their respective Boards 
or by the delegates themselves. In addition, for the general expenses 
of the Conference, each Board and Society shall be asked to contribute 
in proportion to the income which forms its basis of representation. 


REPORTS OF THE CONFERENCE: 

The reports of the Committees as amended, the discussions thereon, 
and the findings of the Conference shall be published annually, in such 
number as the various Boards and Societies may order. 


QUORUM AND AMENDMENTS: 

Twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum. 

These rules and by-laws.may be amended by a two-thirds vote of 
those present at any session of the Conference, provided notice of the 
proposed change has been given in writing to the Boards entitled to 
representation in the Conference and to the Committee of Arrange- 
ments at least one month before the vote is called for. 


RELATION OF UNDENOMINATIONAL AND INTERDENOM- 
INATIONAL SOCIETIES: TOg THE BOARDS AND 
SOCIETIES OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Probably few realize how many undenominational and interdenom- 
inational Societies have extended their operations, or are planning to 
extend them, to the foreign field. Some of these agencies are indis- 
pensable auxiliaries of the missionary enterprise and their value is 
universally recognized. They work in full sympathy and frequent 
consultation with the Boards and Societies of Foreign Missions, and 
some of them will not undertake work in any foreign field except on 
the express request of missionaries on that field. Other Societies, 
which are more or less useful at home, are of no particular value on 
the foreign field where the native Church is yet in its infancy and 
where it is not yet able to bear the additional burdens which the multi- 
plication of these agencies involves. There is danger that the infant 
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Church in the mission field may be overloaded with the machinery 
which has been gradually developed through hundreds of years by 
Christians in Europe and America. Agencies which can be of real 
service in the United States, where resources are ample and where the 
number of workers is great, may be quite premature and perhaps in- 
jurious in Asia and Africa. The Boards and missionaries are directly 
concerned because most of these agencies do not ordinarily deal with 
non-Christians independently and from the beginning, but chiefly with 
the Christians or adherents who have been developed by missionaries. 
They use therefore the results of missionary labor, depending for their 
‘constituency upon members of our mission churches, and depending 
also upon the missionaries to aid them, and, in many instances, to 
carry out their plans. The additional burdens thus brought upon mis- 
sionaries are sometimes heavy. The Committee on Reference and Coun- 
sel began an investigation of this subject at the suggestion of a number 
of prominent laymen who had visited Asia, and three years ago we 
brought it to the attention of the Conference, and announced the 
appointment of a sub-committee to give the whole subject careful 
study. 

A brief review of the work of representative organizations of the 
character indicated may be of value. Of these some have been long 
identified with mission work and are regular members of this 
body. Others have but recently turned their attention to foreign fields. 

The American Bible Society has twelve foreign agencies covering 
“Mexico, Central and South America, the West Indies, Japan, Korea, 
China, Philippines, Persia, Turkey, parts of Africa and Oceanica. It 
is in touch with missionary correspondents in a number of countries 
in which it has no regular agencies. It is in friendly relations with 
the British and Foreign Bible Society and other organizations of a 
_similar work, with which division of fields is made on a fraternal basis, 
—British India, e. g. being left entirely to the care of the British 
Society. It reports 599 persons employed in distributing the Scrip- 
tures in foreign lands,—this work being supplemented by grants to 
missionary Societies. 

The American Tract Society according to its last report, made total 
cash appropriations of $5,300 during 1909-1910, in the form of grants- 
in-aid to local tract Societies and Missions in their work of publica- 
tion, of which $1,050 were grants to eight points in Europe, $450 to 
three points in Africa, and $3,800 to twenty-seven points in Asia. The 
publications aided included the issues of books, tracts, periodicals, 
leaflets, hymn books, Bible dictionaries, commentaries,-and other helps. 
The Society wishes to enlarge its grants for foreign work, as its re- 
sources permit. 

The foreign work of the Y. M. C. A. was entered upon in 1889 
in response to the call of the missionary leaders in foreign lands, as 
well as of eminent civilians. The movement has been established in 
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Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, the Philippines, India, Ceylon, the Turkish 
Empire, Russia, Mexico, Cuba, Porto Rico, Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Chile. In these countries, 110 trained foreign secretaries are now 
at work. Already an equal number of native secretaries have been 
enlisted and trained. National committees, composed largely of the 
men of the lands concerned, have been created for the supervision of 
the work, and in each country the movement is really indigenous. The 
aim of this work is to establish in the different foreign fields self- 
directing and self-supporting Young Men’s Christian . Associations 
which will serve as models and as training and propagating centers for 
the extension of the movement throughout these lands. The Associa- 
tion has demonstrated its ability to serve helpfully the influential 
classes in the fields to which it has gone—the commercial and indus- 
trial leaders, the government officials, the students, and the members 
of the learned professions. As an organization it has the hearty ap- 
proval and support of the rulers and prominent public men, as well as 
of the missionary body in the different lands. The remarkable and 
unprecedented social, economic, political, educational, and _ religious 
changes and transformations, which are now in progress in so many 
of these nations, have created conditions involving grave and immi- 
nent perils as well as enormous possibilities for good to young men, 
and they emphasize the importance of greatly extending the Associa- 
tion movement among them and of providing it with the best possible 
leadership and facilities for its work. 

The World’s Young Women’s Christian Association has an Execu- 
tive Committee in London. All countries having a national associa- 
tion are represented in a World’s Committee which meets once in two 
years. International conferences are held once in four years. All 
leading countries of Europe, the United States and Canada, have 
branches of the organization. The work in non-Christian lands is’ 
confined to China, Japan, India and Ceylon. Each country has its own 
national committee composed of native Christians, missionaries and 
prominent foreign women. It is designed that the proportion of for- 
eigners, necessarily large at the outset, shall decrease, constant effort 
being made to develop native secretaries and other workers by whom 
the interests may be cared for more effectively. India has over 100 
associations with a membership of upwards of 6,000. Twenty-five im- 
portant cities are represented with thirty-seven student centers. In 
China the national committee has five American traveling secretaries, 
In Japan a national committee was organized in 1906. Here are. 14 
student associations. Two hostels for girl students are in operation. 
Through this work qualified leadership will be assured for a future de- 
velopment. There is large opportunity for other forms of work. There 
are four city Associations. Thousands of girls are employed in the 
mills at Osaka. Young women work in nearly all railway stations, 
telephone offices, mints, arsenals and printing offices. A total of 19,371 
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women, employed in various government industries, was recently given 
in a Japanese journal. The people of these lands co-operate heartily, 
meeting incidental expenses, paying the salaries of their secretaries and 
buying land for buildings. Money for the buildings is sought in Chris- 
tian lands. 

We note next the World’s Student Christian Federation. It is com- 
posed of associations and student Christian movements of other names 
embracing practically all countries in which organizations for service 
among men and women students are found. Among these are certain 
mission lands—China, Korea, Japan, India, Ceylon. The organization, 
as its name indicates, is a federation of national and international 
organizations rather than an autonomous administrative organization. 
It, however, attempts and achieves a definite work. Its influence is 
strong in invigoration of the life and activities of national organiza- 
tions. Since its formation in Sweden, in August 1895, it has had im- 
portant relation to the origination of ten national Christian Student 
Movements. The local associations represented have increased from 
599 to 2,060, their membership from 33,275 to 138,000. The aim of the 
Federation is defined as the promotion of student Christian movements 
throughout the world—collecting of information regarding the religious 
condition of students in all lands, influencing young men and women 
to become disciples of Jesus Christ as only Saviour and God, deepen- 
ing of the spiritual life of students, and enlisting them in extension of 
the kingdom of Christ throughout the world. The organization has a 
women’s section in which national women’s student movements are 
united. The national and local organizations sustain about one hun- 
dred national and upwards of one hundred local student secretaries. 
The world organization is represented by the general secretary, Dr. 
Mott, and a secretary for work among women students; the service of 
both being without cost to the organization. 

The World Union of Christian Endeavor Societies reports a con- 
stituency of over 3,000 organizations in churches or educational in- 
stitutions in mission: lands, with a membership approximating 100,000. 
Each of the mission countries has its own national Christian Endeavor 
Union, which is composed largely of the missionaries of different de- 
nominations. These appoint their own secretary and print their own 
literature. The national organizations of India and China have secre- 
taries whose time is given exclusively to this work, their salaries being 
provided from the United States and England. In other countries, 
agents, usually missionaries, serve for limited periods. The function 
of the World Union apparently is that of maintenance of a general 
sympathetic relation with the national societies and provision of funds 
to be expended by the national committees. To this must be added 
the service of Dr. Clark in stimulating interest by visits to mission lands. 
Dr. Clark writes: “In all, we hope to be able to send each year six 
cy seven thousand dollars for a few years to come, which seems to be 
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enough, with the sums which can be raised in these countries, to sup- 
ply the modest needs of the Endeavor work. This money comes in 
part from the societies in this country, but a considerable portion of it 
from individuals who are interested in this work. We always explain 
definitely that the World Union is not a missionary society, that it 
sends out no missionaries and supports none, but simply helps the 
missionaries to a limited extent to carry on their Christian Endeavor 
work.” 
Participation of American Sunday School agencies in Foreign Mis- 
sion effort is in its initial stage. This beginning has been coincident 
with the quickening of interest reflected in current Sunday School lit- 
erature. The World Convention at Rome was marked by strong affir- 
mation of the claims of the non-Christian world. Said one earnest 
speaker: “Great Britain has one Sunday School missionary in India, 
America has one in Japan. This is all that Christendom is doing for 
half the children on God’s beautiful earth.” Such a statement indicates 
a singular misapprehension. Sunday Schools are found in all mission 
lands. Evangelistic work almost invariably emphasizes them. Indeed 
it is probable that a far larger proportion of both children and adult 
members of churches in the mission field meet for Bible study every 
Sunday than of churches at home. In comparison with the non-Chris- 
tian population, however, the proportion is as yet small. In the Le- 
vant, one child in every 561 is connected with a Sunday School; in 
India one in 900; in Japan, one in 916; in China, one in 64,469. De- 
nominational Sunday School unions have been constituted in some 
countries, or provincial sections. India has an interdenominational 
Sunday School union dating from 1876. With this are connected 
15,000 schools and 500,000 members. In each of 21 provincial districts 
a representative interdenominational committee promotes Sunday 
School work. A Sunday School journal is sustained; expository leaf- 
lets are printed in sixty languages or dialects; oral and written exam- 
inations are provided, by which over 83,000 persons have profited since 
1896; a correspondence college and a biblical convention are main- 
tained. In China, the Shanghai Conference constituted a committee 
for supervision of general Sunday School work, and favored the ap- 
pointment of a general secretary whose time should be devoted ex- 
clusively to this interest. The International Sunday School Association 
is an organization representing ‘only the United States, Canada and 
Mexico. Under the inspiration of the increased interest in world-wide 
work, a visit was made to Japan a few years ago by a representative 
of the International Committee. A Sunday School Association was 
constituted in Japan in January 1907, at a joint meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Evangelical Alliance and the Standing Com- 
mittee of Co-operating Missions. This Association has a central or- 
ganization and thirty-two auxiliary bodies. Three secretaries have 
been appointed, of whom two are Japanese, the third a missionary. 
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The International Association also has pledged $1,000 gold annually 
for the term of three years for work in Mexico where a good organi- 
zation has been developed. It is plain that there is a moving of the 
Sunday Schools home toward more active participation in foreign 
missionary work. Among the objects noted as in view in the Sunday 
School movement in mission lands are: Extension. of Sunday School 
work, development of Sunday School literature, encouragement of 
special meetings for children, larger attention by missionaries and 
native pastors to the Sunday School interest, preparation of expository 
literature, and provision for the training of teachers. The attitude ot 
the International Sunday School Association to missionary organiza- 
tions is most cordial. The chairman of the Executive Committee states 
that, in case secretaries for foreign work are appointed, the Commit- 
tee will gladly commit to missionary bodies the selection of these men 
and direction of their work. The Association urges that the missionary 
Societies shall make appropriation for Sunday School purposes,—pro- 
vision of lesson helps, illustrated papers and general equipment. Such 
supplies, it is stated, are now paid for largely by missionaries. Intro- 
duction into theological seminaries and girls’ schools of libraries and 
literature discussing methods of teaching is also urged and, in general, 
the introduction of a Sunday School course, that greater interest in 
this form of work may be developed among the native pastors. 


The Young People’s Missionary Movement of the United States 
and Canada is a federation of representatives of missionary Societies. 
It has, however, a distinct identity and program. Its aim is diffusion 
of missionary information and development of interest in missions 
among the young in Christian churches in America. Yet this organiza- 
tion too does not escape the magnetie attraction of work in foreign 
lands. At an important conference upon the work of young people’s 
organizations, held at Fatehpur, India, in February 1907, strong em- 
phasis was placed upon the need of bringing all facts of world-wide 
missions before the young people of the churches. The task was 
recognized as one of great difficulties, involving preparation of books 
and other literature and development of class leaders. The conviction 
was expressed that development of this work would require financial 
aid from the home land. Appeal was made to the Young People’s Mis- 
sionary Movement in this country and to a similar organization in 
Great Britain for assistance in this effort for developing missionary 
education in the churches of India. Reference to this was made in 
the last annual report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel. 


The work of the Student Volunteer Movement and the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement belong exclusively to home lands, and _ there- 
fore do not fall under the present review of agencies working in non- 
Christian lands. 

Il 


The Evangelical Alliance is found in some mission countries. Its 
organization, however, is local, without organic relation to similar asso- 
ciations in this country or England. 

Independent educational missions sustained by universities or col- 
leges are to be classified rather with missions privately supported and 
directed than with interdenominational agencies, and therefore may be 
regarded as lying somewhat outside the range of interests now under 
consideration. Obviously, however, mutual understanding, sympathy 
and co-operation between the promoters of these enterprises and mis-" 
sion bodies is greatly to be desired, in order that unwise duplication of 
institutions may be avoided. 

Such, in brief review, is the work of the more representative inter- 
denominational agencies in mission lands. Possibly some have 
escaped attention; but the list given will suffice to indicate general con- 
ditions in the field to which our attention is directed. It is an inspir- 
ing review, furnishing gratifying testimony to the wide recognition of 
world-claims which is happily characteristic of the present day. It is 
not unnatural that, in the presence of so great revelation of need and 
opportunity, all Christian organizations seeking practical ends should 
be asking: What are our duties to the world—to the great awakening 
non-Christian lands? It is well that by many local relations and at- 
tachments human hearts should be bound to the one great divine enter- 
prise, the redemption of all mankind. 

Yet it is obvious that, in the situation which we have been survey- 
ing, possibilities of disorder and confusion are indefinitely great. Let 
us think of the close interrelations of the work of these bodies, and 
particularly of the close relation borne by all to the organizations 
which represent in a comprehensive way the great movement of Chris- 
tian churches for discharge of their responsibility for the evangeliza- 
tion of the world. The general missionary organizations, representing 
the great body of Christian churches as such, represent also the great 
body of disciples enrolled in mission lands. The aim cherished by 
them is fundamental and all-inclusive, the complete evangelization of 
these lands. They represent policies in mission work developed by 
long and costly experience. Their life is bound up with the developing 
life of the people. The missionary Societies and the organizations 
representing a more restricted aim look for financial support to the 
same sources. These interdenominational agencies originated from and 
in large degree remain dependent upon, the missionary Societies. But 
for this original and central work—its missionaries, its native converts, 
its far-reaching, enlightening and leavening influences,—the work they 
do would have been impossible. Some more than others, but all in 
some degree, are dependent upon missionaries to aid them or to 
assume the conduct of their work. Originally they were wholly de- 
pendent, and still in large measure they are dependent, for men of con- 
secration and training upon the native constituency developed by mis- 
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sionary organizations. Some of these new allies in mission work find 
their entire constituency in the membership of the churches closely 
related to missionary organizations. And the work of all is vitally 
related to plans of the missionary bodies. 

The day has passed when it can seriously be urged that other agen- 
cies than missionary societies are superfluous in mission lands. Some 
of these organizations have too amply vindicated their power for ser- 
vice. It is plain that certain interests are of so distinctive type and 
of so great importance that they may justly claim specific attention and 
the employment of agencies distinctively adapted to their promotion. 
For example, representatives of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion reach classes and institutions that are not readily accessible, if ac- 
cessible at all, to other Christian agencies. The work for the Japanese 
army in Manchuria is a conspicuous illustration of this. A vast and 
invaluable assistance is given to the work of missionary Societies by 
the presence of other agencies in mission lands. But mutual under- 
standing and concert of action are vitally important. 

It is pleasant to observe that the injunction to live peaceably with 
all men has suffered little violence in the interrelations of missionary 
agencies. The spirit of fellowship and co-operation has in general 
been strongly characteristic of these bodies. All have been animated 
by one spirit of service. Particularly gratifying is the prominence 
given in these distinctive forms of work to an interest of primary 
concern to missionary organizations—recognition of native disciples 
and development of native leadership. The relation of these bodies 
to the native bodies has been peculiarly fortunate. Indeed, in this 
respect, they present an example worthy of imitation by some 
missionary organizations. It is perhaps to the fact that these inter- 
denominational agencies began their work after the older work had 
prepared natives qualified for leadership that this more marked recog- 
nition is to be attributed; but the characteristic noted is not the less 
gratifying. 

But it is evident that certain perils are to be recognized in develop- 
ment of these distinctive forms’ of work. These will readily be recog- 
nized by all and need but a brief enumeration. There is danger of an 
excessive multiplication of missionary agencies—the reproduction of 
all the mechanism developed wisely or unwisely in the home lands; 
there is danger of overlapping and waste, of the overburdening of 
missionaries by excessive demands upon their time, of confusion of 
the immature native mind by multiplied relationships, of diversion of 
stronger members of the native churches from forms of work essen- 
tial to the growth of these bodies, of neglect of quieter, less conspicu- 
ous forms of work in favor of that which is more showy. There is 
danger of disparagement, perhaps quite inadvertently made, of the 
work of the general missionary agencies, and weakening of their sup- 
port at a time when this should enlist the strong co-operation of all 
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in our churches; danger that under the influence of zeal and enthusi- 
asm, some organization may take on a development beyond that which 
its supporters originally proposed, or in their more sober thought 
would justify; danger of securing disproportionately large contribu- 
tions for the supplemental forms of work and thus diverting resources 
from the more essential to the less important interests. It is evident 
that such plans should be matured as shall ensure frank and free con- 
ference between these organizations and the older missionary Societies. 


This necessity is particularly marked as respects organizations most 
intimately related to the work of the missionary societies. The agen- 
cies whose work we have reviewed, while alike in that all are inter- 
denominational, evidently are quite distinct in their characteristic aims 
and their spheres of work. They may be naturally separated into three 
groups: 

I. Agencies designed to serve the people of mission lands as a 
whole. In this class, the Bible Societies and Tract Society are included. 
The aim of these organizations is coordinate with that of the mis- 
sionary Societies. 


2. Agencies whose work is conducted for special classes not organ- 
ically related to the native churches. To this class belong the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, the Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion, with the allied Student Federation. These bodies indeed are 
closely related to the churches, finding their leaders among them and 
endeavoring to enlist the co-operation of their members. But pri- 
marily they are a missionary agency for selected classes. 


3. Agencies whose aim is development in the membership of the 
churches of specific forms of Christian activity. These include the 
Christian Endeavor Movement, the Sunday School Movement, and 
the Young People’s Missionary Movement, so far as this is to be 
thought of as having relation to foreign interests. 


It is apparent that the relation sustained to the work of the mis- 
sionary Societies by interdenominational’ agencies of the class last 
named is the closest conceivable. These agencies seek the Christian 
development of the converts won through missionary effort and held 
under missionary watch-care. Their constituency and the forces sought 
for promotion of their work le wholly within the constituency of the 
missionary Societies. It is plain that the importance of provision for 
consultation with the general missionary organizations is intensified in 
the case of interdenominational agencies contemplating these forms of 
work. Their entrance upon work, extension of work, plans in work, 
all should be a subject of fraternal, habitual conference. 


Our Committee has deemed it wise that your attention should be 
called to certain questions related to the work of such organizations. 
We note these questions, not as indicating conclusions—respecting 
which members of the Committee might differ—but they are introduced 
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here because raised in certain quarters and because indicating the im- 
portance of fraternal conference in development of the work of these 
agencies. 

Regarding work for young people, certain distinctive questions are 
suggested. Is segregation of the young as such wisely to be favored 
in mission lands? Does the peculiar strength of the family relation- 
ship in some mission countries and the relation sustained by young 
people to their elders affect the wisdom of planning for distinctive 
organizations for the young? Or, on the other hand, is such organi- 
zation the more desirable because of past neglect of distinctive care 
for the young in mission lands? Should the life of the young people 
of the churches seek broad, inter-church relations, or should it rather 
be related mainly to their own church work and activities? A 
further question relates to the relation of local societies to world-or- 
ganizations: In general, is it wise, as respects local church activities, 
that at the present stage of development in mission lands, they should 
be related to a world-movement? Does the stimulus to be derived 
from such relationship overbalance the possible loss of quiet, contented 
devotion to daily duties? 

It is apparent that the problem of interdenominational organization 
in young people’s work is complicated by the fact that certain denom- 
inational bodies maintain their own organizations for young people, as 
for example,—the Epworth League, the Young People’s Guild and the 
Young People’s Union. As in this country, the Christian Endeavor 
Society doubtless would willingly establish a federation of all young 
people’s organizations whatever their supplementary denominational 
name. But a federation of all societies in a single organization is 
scarcely to be anticipated. 

Other questions naturally arising relate to the conduct of work for 
development of these specific interests of the churches in mission 
countries. Should this work be maintained by distinctive inter- 
denominational agencies in the home lands, or by the general mission- 
ary Societies? At the Shanghai Conference request was made that 
the Mission Boards send out missionaries with the specific design of 
developing Sunday Schools and missionary organizations. Of similar 
purport is the recent action of the American Missionary Society of the 
Congregational Churches in making provision for a superintendent of 
Sunday School work in Hawaii in compliance with a request received 
from this field. The “Bible Land’s Missions Aid Society’? supports 
no missionary or other agents, but secures offerings and makes dona- 
tions to missionary Societies. Is it probable that the best results might 
be realized in development of the activities of the churches in mission 
lands if interdenominational organizations in England and America 
were to limit their work to the raising of funds for use by the regular 
missionary agencies? Is it ideally desirable, indeed, that these organi- 
zations should be collectors of funds for foreign missionary work, ap- 
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pealing as they must to essentially the same constituency as that of the 
missionary Societies? Or is it possible that their highest service would 
be found rather in strong effort for fostering interest in foreign mis- 
sion work, thereby strengthening and enlarging the work of mission- 
ary organizations? What general policy is likely to yield largest re- 
sult in promotion of the central aim represented in all Christian or- 
ganizations? 


Your Committee, as we have said, have raised these inquiries simply 
as inquiries. Whatever answer may be given to them, the necessity 
for adoption of a well-considered, comprehensive plan, with a view to 
regular conference between representative agencies holding relation to 
the foreign work, is obvious. Such conference should include all 
bodies now prosecuting work in mission lands. Organizations con- 
ducting forms of work so vital in their inter-relations should not fail 
to speak often one to another. There should be consultation and 
co-operation. Entrance into mission lands by new organizations, or 
important extension of work, should not be determined by independent 
impulse or judgment; nor should it be determined by action of indi- 
vidual missionaries who, in less or greater numbers, may invite the 
coming of these organizations. It is possible that issues may be in- 
volved larger than that of local relief. Provision should be made for 
deliberation and interchange of opinion by all who are entrusted 
with interests vitally affected by the policies pursued. Certain im- 
portant questions are just now awaiting decision,—the relation of the 
International Sunday School Association and the World Sunday School 
Movement to work in mission lands; relation of the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement to this work; and development of work distinc- 
tively for young people. Regarding these issues surely there should 
be the freest, frankest discussion in the interest of the truest and 
largest service by all organizations in the bringing on of the Kingdom 


of God. 


In view of these considerations, your Committee would recommend 
that provision be made for a conference between the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel and representatives of interdenominational or- 
ganizations conducting, or contemplating the conduct of, work in mis- 
sion lands. We suggest that each of these organizations be asked to 
appoint a representative who shall be authorized to attend these con- 
ferences and to confer freely regarding all plans having relation to 
foreign work. 


It scarcely need be said that it is not in the thought of your Com- 
mittee that missionary organizations should affirm a right of control 
in relation to other Christian enterprises in mission lands. They propose 
rather a conference of Christian brethren animated by a common de- 
sire for the largest possible service in the establishment of the King- 
dom of God among all peoples. 
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We close our report with the language of the circular letter 
addressed originally by the chairman of the Committee to the various 
interdenominational bodies: “We hardly need say that we do not 
desire to exercise any control whatever; still less should this letter 
be interpreted as indicating any lack of sympathy with your work. We 
believe that many of the agencies with which we are corresponding 
are doing a work that is as excellent as it is necessary. We simply 
feel that it would be to mutual advantage that we should attain an 
understanding of one another’s purposes and that, as far as possible, 
we should co-operate.” 

The past year was marked by three pleasant conferences with some 
of these interdenominational agencies. The first was with the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Laymen’s Missionary Committee. The Con- 
ference formerly had a separate Committee on Co-operation with the 
Movement, but the last Conference did not continue it. An informal 
meeting with some of the leaders of the Movement, regarding the 
actual financial returns which the Boards had received and the meas- 
ures which they had adopted to utilize the interest created by the 
campaigns which the Movement had conducted, developed the opinion 
that the Committee on Reference and Counsel should call a conference 
of representatives of the Boards and the Executive Committee of the 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement to consider these and related ques- 
tions. The Conference held in pursuance of this call, April 20th, was 
largely attended and proved to be of great practical interest. A circu- 
lar letter embodying the conclusions of the Conference was sent to all 
the Boards. The Executive Committee of the Movement has since 
held other meetings with selected Secretaries of several Boards. 

Some large questions along this line are in process of adjustment 
and much yet remains to be done. The extraordinary awakening of 
men in our home churches is one of the most significant and hopeful 
signs of the times. It is not surprising that this comparatively sud- 
den activity should manifest itself in a variety of organizations which 
have arisen in response to a specific need, but which, appealing to the 
same constituency of men, may beget confusion and overlapping. If 
the laymen of our churches are to be worked for Foreign Missions by 
their denominational Board, the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, a de- 
nominational Laymen’s Missionary Movement, and the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement, to say nothing of Men’s Brotherhoods and 
kindred organizations, the representatives of these various agencies 
should get together for mutual counsel and the forming of concerted 
plans. The Committee and Counsel has not felt that the thorough 
consideration of this large subject lay within its jurisdiction, and we 
therefore simply refer to it in this brief and incidental way. It will be 
noted that in the section of our Report on “Organization of the Con- 
ference,’ we have suggested the appointment of a permanent Com- 
mittee on the Home Base, whose duty it shall be, not only to deal with 
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questions of common interest in that department of the work of the 
Boards, but to study the whole problem now under discussion and to 
represent the Boards in their relations to the interdenominational 
agencies which are working at the home base. 

The second was a Conference, Dec. 7th, with a delegation consisting 
of Dr. George W. Bailey of Philadelphia, Mr. Marion Lawrence and 
Mr. Fred A. Wells, both of Chicago, and Mr. Frank L. Brown of 
Brooklyn, as representatives of the International Sunday School 
Association. The conference proved to be of great interest. 
In response to the appeal of the Centenary Conference and 
to the wishes of the Committee which it appointed, the International 
Sunday School Association and the Sunday School Union, which are 
respectively the American and British sections of the World’s Asso- 
ciation, have raised a fund for the support of a general Sunday School 
Secretary for China, and the Rev. Elwood G. Tewksbury, D.D., for- 
merly of the North China Mission of the American Board, has been 
appointed to this office. The World’s Sunday School Association 
wishes it to be known that Dr. Tewksbury “is to be in the field solely 
to assist the missionaries of churches now laboring in China in the 
important work of dealing with children and young people,’ and that 
he would be glad to be of service to them in such work. Mr. Frank 
L. Brown, who visited Japan and Korea in 1906 as the representative 
of the World’s Sunday School Association, will sail next month for a 
longer tour which will include Japan, Korea, China and the Philippine 
Islands. He will hold interdenominational conferences, Sunday School 
gatherings and institutes, and otherwise endeavor to impress Christian 
workers with the importance of the Sunday School and its value in 
the evangelization of the world. 

The Committee listened with pleasure to the plans of the National 
Sunday School Committee for placing emphasis on the Sunday School 
throughout the world and its purpose to keep such work in harmony 
with the work already maintained by the Foreign Missions Boards. 
We appreciate its desire to have directing or consulting mis- 
sionaries in each mission field with whom they will keep in close 
relations so as to develop best their work. We emphasize the import- 
ance of this relation to the Missions through an _  authorita- 
tively appointed Committee, preferably such Committee to be chosen 
by the interested Missions rather than by the Sunday School Com- 
mittee itself. We heartily agree with the suggestion of the Committee 
that missionaries should have as far as possible, before entering upon 
their work in the field, some special training in the line of Sunday 
School pedagogy, which is in accordance not only with the recom- 
mendation of this Committee but with the recommendation of the 
Edinburgh Conference, as represented by at least one of its Com- 
missions. Your Committee is in full accord with the Sunday School 
Committee as to the importance of the study of the Word of God in 
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all mission fields. We are ready to co-operate with any agency that 
has for its object the making more general and popular of that study 
without which no permanent Church can be built up in any country. 

Your Committee would therefore recommend that this Conference 
express its hearty approval of the plan of the Sunday School Commit- 
tee to furnish special assistance to the missionaries in the various 
mission fields in the farther and fuller development of the Sunday 
School as an evangelizing agency and as a force in the native Church 
for its strengthening and enlargement. 


For the accomplishment of this purpose we recommend that the 
Sunday School Committee send out its representatives under instruc- 
tion to take such steps as we shall have the approval of the Interde- 
nominational Committee appointed in each one of the fields in which 
they operate, such committee to be appointed by the co-operating 
Missions. 

It is of course understood that the Sunday School Committee will 
meet all the expense of its own representatives and of the work which 
peculiarly belongs to it. 


The third was in obedience to the following resolution which was 
presented to the Conference last year and referred to the Committee 
on Reference and Counsel to report at this meeting: 


“Resolved, That we express our appreciation of the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement as an agency of missionary education, and that 
a Committee of three be appointed to consider plans for a wider and 
more efficient employment of this agency of missionary education by 
the individual Mission Boards, and that this Committee be prepared to 
report at our next annual session.” 


Our Committee, after extended investigation, reports as follows: 

It is well known to the membership of this Conference that the 
Young People’s Missionary Movement is a voluntary federation or 
association of representatives of Mission Boards for the accomplish- 
ment of certain clearly defined objects on behalf of all the missionary 
societies of North America. According to the constitution, a majority 
of the members of the Board of Managers of the Movement shall 
perpetually be Secretaries of the Home and Foreign Missions Boards 
of the United States and Canada. This Board of Managers is com- 
posed of not less than thirty-nine members and is a self-perpetuating 
body, with the provision as above referred to for the election from 
the secretarial body of the missionary Societies. The Movement exists 
solely to aid the Boards in the missionary education of their own con- 
stituencies. While it has no authority or power to bind any Mission 
Board by any legislation, nevertheless it directly represents the com- 
munity of interests of the Boards and contributes its services for the 
accomplishment of tasks that few of the missionary Societies acting 
independently would venture to undertake. The specific lines of work 
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for the Movement, as outlined by its Board of Managers, are as 
follows: 

(1) To publish a current text-book and reference library literature 
for the Boards to circulate among their adult constituencies ; 

(2) To publish current missionary literature for Sunday Schools 
and other organizations of the local church in four grades, adapted to 
the customary age periods, commonly adopted in religious educational 
plans; 

(3) To publish pamphlets and special manuals of helps for leaders 
to guide them in the work of missionary education; 

(4) To syndicate for mission Boards any other literature needed 
or desired by them in common for distribution among their respective 
constituencies ; 

(5) To organize and conduct annually, in, different parts of North 
America, summer conferences for the training of leaders, in which de- 
nominational secretaries may meet and train their own workers; 

(6) To organize and conduct missionary institutes supplementing 
the summer conferences throughout the states and provinces of the 
two countries, to bring the trained leaders closer to the local churches; 

(7) To co-operate with the Boards in such methods of missionary 
education in the Christian home and the Church as shall result in the 
offering of an adequate number of candidates for missionary service 
abroad; 

(8) To promote such missionary education of the young as shall 
result in the formation of correct habits of giving and to establish 
giving relations with the denominational missionary agencies; 

(9) To promote the missionary education of the children and 
young people by co-operating on behalf of the Mission Boards, with 
the International, state and provincial Sunday School organizations, 
and the leaders of other interdenominational organizations of young 
people, to secure the adoption and faithful execution of wise policies 
for the promotion of prayer for missions, giving, and missionary edu- 
cation in general; 

(10) To promote a popular missionary education of the masses of 
Christian people by organizing and conducting missionary expositions. 

It should perhaps be stated also that the Mission Boards are involved 
in no separate expense in conducting this work, although the whole 
Movement is in the interests of the Boards. The only possible excep- 
tion to this statement is in the matter of the collection of curios and 
costumes to be used as a part of the permanent exhibit that the 
Movement has in preparation. 

It seems to your Committee that the Young People’s Missionary 
Movement is in its organization, prestige, experience and equipment, 
in a position to render to the Mission Boards of North America a 
larger service than these Boards, as a whole, are availing themselves 
of at the present time. It is not impossible that the reason why the 
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Movement is not more definitely employed by the Boards is that they 
do not thoroughly understand what services it is in position to render 
and so have not availed themselves of those services. 

The Committee therefore recommends: 

(1) That the Young People’s Missionary Movement be regarded as 
one of the recognized interdenominational missionary organizations 
for the promotion of missionary interest in all communions, and that 
it be allowed one delegate each year in this annual Conference of 
Boards. 

(2) That we ask the Young People’s Missionary Movement to 
furnish a brief printed annual-statement to all the missionary Societies 
of North America with reference to the different lines in which it is 
ready to co-operate with and assist the Societies in the prosecution of 
their work. 


INTERCHANGE OF MEDICAL SERVICES ON THE FOREIGN 
BLEED. 

The Committee has been requested to present some recommendation 
to the Conference on this subject. There are many cities in Asia and 
Africa where two or more Boards are at work. When a medical mis- 
sionary of one Board goes home on furlough or is for any reason tem- 
-porarily unable to care for the missionaries and their families of his 
own station, calls are naturally made upon the physician of the sister 
station. In some places, attendance of this kind is given without cost, 
even when at no small sacrifice of time and strength; in other cases, 
fees are charged, which are sometimes a burden upon those who pay 
them. There appears to be no uniform practice in this matter. 

It is clear that a distinction should be observed between an inter- 
change of medical attendance at stations where two or more Societies 
have physicians upon their regular staffs, and stations where one 
Board maintains medical work and the other Board does not. It 
would be manifestly inequitable for a Board which has no physician at 
a given station to depend upon the physician of another Board for 
regular attendance upon its missionaries and their families, or to allow 
them to do so. Serious inroads might be made in this way upon the 
time and strength of a physician who has been sent to the field to do 
medical missionary work among the natives of the country and who 
ought not to be diverted from that work. In such places, it seems to 
your Committee only fair that fees should ordinarily be imposed and 
that there should be friendly conference between the two Missions and 
their respective Boards as to the scale upon which these fees should be 
fixed, due allowance being made for exceptional emergencies. 

Where, however, both Boards are maintaining medical missionaries 
at a station and the interchange of services is therefore due to tem- 
porary causes and is given in such circumstances that, in the long run, 
one Society receives about as much benefit as the other, it seems to 
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your Committee that it would be in harmony with the growing feeling 
of the unity of the work that, in ordinary circumstances, a medical 
missionary of one Board should not charge for services rendered to a 
sick or injured missionary of another Board. We, therefore, recom- 
mend to the Boards and Societies connected with the Conference that, 
in recognition of the fraternal relation of Mission bodies and in pro- 
motion of their common services, this policy be adopted. 


AN INTERDENOMINATIONAL FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
MAGAZINE. 


The last Conference appointed a special Committee to consider this 
question and directed that if that Committee should deem the publica- 
tion of such a periodical advisable, it should act “in consultation with 
the Committee on Reference and Counsel” (Cf. Conf. Report 1909, p. 
150). As it appeared undesirable that two separate committees should 
deal with this important question and the other committee had it more 
directly in charge, the subject will come up in connection with its 


report. 


ORDER OF THE PHILIPPINE BUREAU OF EDUCATION RE- 
GARDING RELIGIOUS TEACHING. 


The Committee has conducted some correspondence regarding an 
official order of the Government Bureau of Education in the Philip- 
pine Islands, entitled, “Religious Teaching Forbidden.” (Note: A full 
statement was made which, at the request of the Committee, is omitted 
from the proceedings of the Conference. The matter was referred 
back to the Committee which was given power to take such action as it 
might deem desirable.) 


AFFAIRS IN CHINA. 


The situation in China has been followed by the Committee with an 
interest not unmingled with anxiety. All the world is watching the 
colossal transformations which are taking place in that great Empire, 
and the members of this Conference are, of course, aware of the 
strain which the period of transition involves. The missionary oppor- 
tunity is vaster in its proportions than in any preceding period in the 
history of the Church, but this opportunity brings with it correspond- 
ing responsibilities and great dangers. It is evident that the modern 
forces which are now operating in China have brought the Chinese 
people to the parting of the ways, and that troubled days may be ahead. 
The very growth of the mission work brings it into a prominence 
which involves additional risks. As long as the work was small and 
obscure, there was no special reason why the Chinese as a whole 
should assume any particular attitude toward it. Multitudes, indeed, 
knew nothing about it, and many who did know regarded it with con- 
temptuous indifference. As numbers grow and congregations become 
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more influential, the Chinese people begin to consider this new move- 
ment. Indifference changes to curiosity, and this in turn develops 
either into open sympathy or open opposition. This is indicative not 
of failure, but of success. Brighter lights always mean darker shadows. 
Christianity in China has reached the point where men are taking sides 
for or against it. The situation calls not for discouragement or hesi- 
tancy, but for stronger faith and courage and for effort on a larger 
scale. Particular questions which have demanded the attention of your 
Committee during the year have related to the disturbances in Lien- 
chou, the enlarging opportunity for Christian education, the relation to 
our work of the multiplying Government schools and colleges, the 
property rights of missionaries and mission Boards, the progress of 
the opium reform, the famine in the Provinces of Kiang-su and An- 
Hui, and various other matters which do not call for special treatment 
in this report. When we received the appeal of the special Committee 
in Shanghai regarding the appalling distress in the Chinese provinces 
of Ngan-hwei and Kiang-su, where owing to the failure of the crops 
through floods, nearly three million persons are in utter destitution, 
entirely dependent upon outside help and without hope of relief from 
the soil for at least six months, we immediately transmitted it, with an 
accompanying note, to all the Boards and Societies having work in 
China, and to the religious and secular press, designating treasurers 
through whom gifts might be sent. We recommend that the Confer- 
ence express deep and heartfelt sympathy with the Government of 
China, and especially with the afflicted provinces in this overwhelming 
calamity. In times of such disaster, international lines vanish and sym- 
pathy becomes universal. Americans and Canadians whom God has so 
_graciously protected and abundantly blessed should, for humanitariau 
and international reasons as well as for reasons of Christian love and 
benevolence, respond generously and promptly to this urgent call. 

It will be a great service to the Committee if members of the Con- 
ference who are also watching the developments in China will promptly 
bring to our attention any special information which they may from 
time to time receive. 


JAPANESE ANNEXATION OF KOREA. 


The annexation of Korea by the Japanese is another question which 
had the attention of the Committee. It would, of course, have been 
highly unwise for the Committee to express any opinion as to the 
necessity for the annexation or the methods by which it was accom- 
plished. These were political questions which lay beyond the range of 
our work as representatives of the Foreign Missions’ Boards. The 
questions that did concern us were first: the attitude of the Japanese 
toward American mission work, and second: the relation of Japanese 
laws to the property rights of Boards and missionaries. On both 
subjects the Committee was able to obtain gratifying information. 
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Judge Watanabe, a Presbyterian Elder, was promptly confirmed in the 
position which he already occupied as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court in Korea, an appointment which inspires great confidence. An- 
other fine Christian man, Mr. Anyoshi, has been appointed Director- 
General. The Japanese Governor-General, Viscount Terauchi, stated 
in an official proclamation that, “all religions shall be treated equally, 
and further due protection and facilities shall be accorded to their 
legitimate propagation.”. This was supplemented by the following 
statement in an interview: “Freedom of religion will always be re- 
spected, and I am ready to extend due protection and facilities to the 
propagation of all religious doctrines, provided they do not interfere 
with politics. I am one of those who fully appreciate the good work 
of foreign missionaries, and as we have the same object in view as 
they, the improving of the general conditions of the people, their work 
will by no means be subject to any inconvenience. I need scarcely say 
that all vested rights of foreign residents will be fully respected.” 

The question regarding property arises from the fact that the Mis- 
sion Boards operating in Korea own many pieces of property, the 
titles to which, in most cases, were secured years ago when Korea was 
in a chaotic condition from the viewpoint of legal procedure. Many 
of the titles were obtained under Korean customs and laws, and prob- 
ably do not accord with the requirements of Japanese laws. It might 
be possible for interested parties to make no small trouble if these 
property rights were to be challenged under the strict provisions of 
Japanese statutes. The properties were acquired in good faith, were 
paid for in every instance, were obtained from the original owners by 
fair purchase, and whatever defects there are in the titles were not 
our fault, but were due to existing conditions at the time. Some of 
the missionaries have worked hard to try to get these titles into satis- 
factory shape, and have measurably succeeded in Pyeng Yang; but 
many properties in other cities are still in an unsatisfactory condition. 
We, therefore, ventured to express to our Government the hope that, 
in any negotiations which might be conducted regarding the abolition 
of extra-territorial laws, steps might be taken to guard the property 
rights of American citizens. The result of this communication was 
satisfactory, and we are encouraged to believe that property acquired 
in good faith by the Mission Boards and their missionaries will be 
respected under the Japanese administration. 


CHRISTIAN HOSTELS FOR STUDENTS IN: GOVERNMENT 
SCHOGELS,: 


In all parts of the mission field there has been in recent years a 
great increase in the number of educational institutions under gov- 
ernment or other secular control. There has likewise in most coun- 
tries been a wonderful expansion in the number of students attending 
such institutions. The government students constitute the vast major- 
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ity of the students in these fields. Generally speaking, they have been 
cut off from Christian influences. Owing to various restrictions it is 
impossible for the missionaries to carry on their work inside the gov- 
ernment institutions. In some lands a valuable work is accomplished 
by the Young Men’s and Young Women’s Christian Associations 
organizing the bands of Christian students to work among their fellow 
students. One of the most helpful means which can be employed by 
the denominational and interdenominational agencies to influence gov- 
ernment students is the Christian hostel. 


As most government educational institutions are non-residential, there 
is great need of providing suitable homes for the students. At present 
multitudes of the students—both men and women—are obliged to live 
in boarding houses exposed to unsanitary and demoralizing influences. 
While the government in some centers provides dormitories, there is 
still need in nearly every land in Asia and Latin America of estab- 
lishing large numbers of Christian hostels. 


A Sub-committee, therefore, has been appointed, with Dr. Mott as 
Chairman, to investigate the subject. This Sub-committee in reporting 
progress emphasizes the following points: 


(1) That there is urgent and imperative need for a great multipli- 
cation of Christian hostels for government students, especially in the 
student centers of Japan, India, China and the Philippines, and also in 
certain parts of Latin America-and the Levant. 


(2) That this need is so great that the co-operation at different 
centers of all the missionary Societies at work in those centers is 
needed in order to make provision for reaching even a small proportion 
of the students. 


(3) That to effect a great saving in expense and to increase the 
fruitfulness of efforts on behalf of the students, the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, in addition to helping to provide regular hostels, 
should wherever practicable furnish student association buildings which 
would include certain features, such as a large hall for lectures and 
meetings, reading room, and gymnasium, to be used by occupants of 
the separate denominational hostels. 


(4) That in each large student center there might well be a Com- 
mittee composed of representatives of the different missions which 
plan to furnish student hostels, to ensure united action in the best 
location of the hostels, and in other matters of common interest relat- 
ing to their use. 

(5) That the distinctive aim of these hostels shall be to bring to 
bear upon the government students in the most helpful way strong, 
personal Christian influence. 

(6) That in the light of experience the best results in the direction 
of the realization of this Christian aim will be secured by having each 
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hostel under close supervision of a thoroughly competent Christian 
missionary or worker, and by not having a larger number of students 
in any hostel than can be effectually brought under Christian personal 
influence. 


AN INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE. 


The last Conference unanimously adopted the following resolutions 
on this subject: 

“Resolved, That the Conference express its full and cordial approval 
of the proposal made by Dr. Richter and the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel for the appointment of an International Committee, to 
serve as a medium of communication between the Boards and Socie- 
ties of Foreign Missions throughout the world and to represent them 
in matters of common interest. 

“Resolved, That the Conference’s Committee of Reference and 
Counsel be authorized to act as the American section of such an In- 
ternational Committee in concert with the General Executive Commit- 
tee of the Continental Societies. 

“Resolved, That the Committee of Reference and Counsel be auth- 
orized to confer with the representatives of the Foreign Missionary 
Societies of Great Britain and express the hope that these Societies 
may constitute a similar Committee for Great Britain, with authority 
to unite with the Continental and American representatives as an In- 
ternational Committee. 

“Resolved, That the International Committee, thus constituted of the 
Continental, the British and the American Committees, be authorized 
to add to its numbers and to work out details of name, permanent 
organization and procedure, and submit them for approval to the 
Boards and Societies of Europe and America.” 

In accordance with these instructions, the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel addressed a letter, dated January 29th, to the Foreign 
Missionary Societies of Great Britain, announcing the action of the 
Conference and the reasons therefor and suggesting a Conference of 
the General Executive Committee of the Continental Societies, the 
American Committee on Reference and Counsel, and such repre- 
sentatives of the British Societies as they might appoint, to meet in 
connection with the World Missionary Conference at Edinburgh the 
following June. .The British Societies, however, found it impractic- 
able to appoint representatives for such a meeting as there is no or- 
ganization of Societies in Great Britain analogous to the Annual Con- 
ference of the Foreign Missions Board of the United States and 
Canada and the Ausschuss of the Continental Societies of Europe, 
and as conditions in Great Britain were such that the Societies in that 
country saw no way by which they could get together on such short 
notice in the way proposed. They felt that the World Missionary 
Conference would afford the only practicable opportunity for dealing 
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with this question. The advisability of referring the appointment of 
an International Committee to the World Missionary Conference at 
Edinburgh was specifically considered by this Conference a year ago, 
and the decision reached that it would not be advisable to have the 
World Missionary Conference deal with such a question. The section 
of your Committee’s report which dealt with this matter, and which 
was unanimously approved by the Conference of 1910, was as follows: 

“We doubt the expediency of referring the matter to the World 
Missionary Conference to be held at Edinburgh. Not only would this 
involve unnecessary delay, but the Edinburgh Conference would have 
no authority to act for the Societies in such a matter. It could only 
recommend action, and as the Conference will meet at the beginning 
of the summer vacation season, action by the Societies would be thrown 
over till next fall, and it would probably be a year before the way 
would be clear to constitute the Committee. It must be borne in 
mind, too, that it has been decided that the World Missionary Confer- 
ence shall take no votes on any subject. It will not be constituted for 
decisions which commit the Societies, and it is not desirable that 1 
should attempt them. The only body which has power to pass upon 
the appointment of an International Committee for the Boards in the 
United States and Canada is the Joint Conference of their representa- 
tives which is now in session. We-believe also that the International 
Committee should be more directly amenable to the co-operating 
Societies than it would be if appointed by the World Conference. The 
Committee should be appointed by and be responsible to the Societies 
themselves or to such organized bodies of their representatives as our 
annual Conference. We see no reason, therefore, why this Conference 
should not take action at once, and then, with the Continental and 
American sections of an International Committee appointed, it will 
only remain for the British Societies to act to have the whole plan 
ready for operation.” 

In deference, however, to the convictions of the missionary leaders 9f 
Great Britain, your Committee ventured to take the responsibility of so. 
far departing from your instructions as to acquiesce in the plan which 
those leaders regarded as the only possible one under which they 
could act toward the desired end. The result, as is now well known, 
was the cordial and unanimous appointment by the World Missionary 
Conference of a Continuation Committee, one of whose duties is to 
correspond with the Boards and Societies regarding the appointment of 
an International Committee, to turn over to such International Com- 
mittee, when appointed, its duties as a Continuation Committee, and 
then to dissolve, leaving the International Committee in the field. 

There is some difference of opinion as to how soon it will be expedi- 
ent for the Continuation Committee to take up the question: of cor- 
responding with the Societies regarding an International Committee. 
Some feel that the Continuation Committee is all that is practicable 
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at present. Others favor immediate correspondence with the Boards 
and Societies on the subject. Meantime a meeting of the German 
Ausschuss was held on October 8th and decided that the Continental 
Societies which are related to the German Ausschuss should be invited 
to adhere to their former proposal for an International Committee, in 
accordance with the scheme submitted to the Commissions of the Con- 
ference on behalf of the Continental Societies. The Committee of 
Reference and Counsel unanimously recommends that this Conference 
adhere to the proposal for an International Committee and that the 
hope be expressed that the American section of the Continuation Com- 
mittee of the World Missionary Conference will press for an early con- 
sideration of the subject and a due approach to the Boards and So- 
cieties regarding it. 

Meantime, the Committee of Reference and Counsel cannot, of 
course, carry out the instructions of the last Conference “to act as the 
American section of an International Committee” without danger of 
overlapping the functions of the Edinburgh Continuation Committee. 
We have therefore felt that we were acting in accordance with what 
would be the wishes of the Conference, if it could have been consulted, 
in leaving further negotiations regarding an International Committee 
with the Continuation Committee. 


RELATION OF THE CONTINUATION COMMITTEE AND 
THE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUNSEL. 


We have given considerable thought to this subject. This consider- 
ation included a conference with the American section of the Continu- 
ation Committee. The conclusion was unanimous that, under present 
conditions, the two Committees should be kept distinct. The Continua- 
tion Committee is not a Committee of the Boards, was not appointed 
by them, and is not amenable to them. Its American membership is 
necessarily limited. Its functions are exclusively international. It was 
appointed, not to do the work of the Societies, but to carry out the 
work of the Edinburgh Conference. It can not deal with the numerous 
questions which are peculiar to the large and varied interests and 
mutual relationships of the more than fifty Boards and Societies in 
North America. e 

A resume of the matters which have been handled by the Reference 
and Counsel Committee since its organization shows that a very large 
majority of them could not have been referred to the Continuation 
Committee even if it had been in existence. It is clear that the 
Boards and Societies in the United States and Canada need an agency 
like the Committee of Reference and Counsel as much as they did 
before, a Committee which they themselves constitute and control, 
which will look after their special interests in the sphere of national 
relations and responsibilities, and which they are free to call upon at 
any time. Some questions that the Committee of Reference and 
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Counsel have formerly handled can now be sent to the Continuation 
Committee as they are distinctively international, while the Continu- 
ation Committee may from time to time originate plans which it will 
desire to refer to the Committee of Reference and Counsel to carry 
out locally. The proposed Board of Study, which is mentioned later, 
is a case in point. The Continuation Committee suggests it, but the 
national Committee must do it. A joint conference of the two Com- 
mittees unanimously agreed that such subjects as unoccupied and 
under-occupied fields, international co-operation and the promotion of 
unity, etc., should hereafter be considered in the sphere of the Con 
tinuation Committee; that when it is evident that any new subject is 
of such large import that it should be considered by the Continuation 
Committee, it shall be referred to it; and that it would be advisable 
that a few at least of the members of the Continuation Committee 
should also be members of the Committee of Reference and Counsel 
so that there may be mutual knowledge of questions and the risk of 
overlapping avoided. We are glad to note that since the Edinburgh 
Conference steps have been taken in Great Britain to summon.a Con- 
ference of Boards and Societies of Foreign Missions in that country 
which it is hoped will become annual. 


AO BOARD.OR MISSIONARY: 5 LUDIES. 


The Commission of the World Missionary Conference on the 
Preparation of Missionaries reported to the Edinburgh Conference in 
the following terms: 

“We propose to the Conference that it should institute a Board of 
Missionary Studies, the general purpose of which shall be to supply 
guidance and to render assistance to Missionary Societies in the prep- 
aration of missionaries for their work. The duty of the Board shall 
be to acquaint itself with all available means for the study of mission- 
ary subjects, with the facilities provided at the different universities, 
colleges, and seminaries, with the work of professors, lecturers, and 
teachers, and with all details which may enable Societies to direct the 
work of students in their preparation. The Board would be able to 
act, when desired, as an Advisory Body for Missionary Societies and 
Colleges, for seminaries and individual missionaries, both as to par- 
ticulars, such as where a special language could best be studied, and 
also as to general matters, such as the best curriculum of training for 
special types of Mission work. While at first the functions of such 
a Board would be mainly advisory, it might be expected to reach a 
position in which it could take important and helpful action by organ- 
izing teaching in subjects not otherwise provided for, either permanent- 
ly or temporarily, and by promoting the co-operation of Societies and 
Colleges in affording facilities to students. By ascertaining the special 
teaching provided at different institutions it might be enabled to secure 
co-ordination or, at any rate, to convey information, and to make it 
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possible that the special advantages afforded by one institution should 
be made available as widely as possible.” 

It should be pointed out that the foregoing recommendation is not 
concerned with the general preparation of missionaries, but with their 
specifically missionary preparation, that is, the study of such matters 
as languages, religions, history and customs of the countries to which 
they are appointed and the history and distinctive problems and meth- 
ods of missionary work among non-Christians. The theological and 
dogmatic instruction of intending missionaries is not to be included, 
and the Board of Studies will not pronounce any opinion on doctrinal 
or ecclesiastical questions regarding which those co-operating in the 
work differ among themselves. 

The Executive Committee of the Continuation Committee have al- 
ready laid this proposal before the missionary Societies of Great 
Britain, together with suggestions as to the constitution and functions 
of such a Board, and the proposal is receiving most favorable consid- 
eration. | 

The officers of the Continuation Committee have raised the question 
with the Committee of Reference and Counsel whether it would not be 
desirable for the present Conference of Representatives of the Mission- 
ary Societies of North America to appoint a representative committee 
which, in conjunction with the Committee of Reference and Counsel, 
would investigate the need and practicability of creating a Board of 
Missionary Studies in North America, these two committees conjointly 
to have power to take such action as they might deem best in the di- 
rection of the creation of such a Board. 

We, therefore, recommend that this Conference arrange for the 
appointment of a representative Committee which, in conjunction with 
the Committee of Reference and Counsel, shall decide whether a 
Board of Missionary Studies should be created in North America, and 
that these two Committees conjointly be empowered to- take any action 
which they may consider desirable and necessary to create such a 
Board. 


SCHOOLS ON LHETPIPDD POR PEE. CHILDREN as 
MISSIONARIES. 


This subject was fully discussed in the report of the Committee last 
year, and in accordance with the instructions of the Conference, the 
Committee has been conducting correspondence with the Boards and 
with missionaries on the field. May 23d, a letter was issued to the 
Boards having work in Japan, Korea and China, inquiring about their 
willingness to co-operate in the founding of union schools in these 
countries, and requesting them, if favorably disposed, to forward to 
their respective Missions a circular letter of the same date, prepared 
by the Committee, calling for specific information on the following 
points: 
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1. Location. 

2. Area and cost of land. 

3. Number, kind, capacity and cost of buildings required. 

4. Foreign teaching staff necessary. 

5. Number of Missions which will form the constituency of a given 
School. 

6. Approximate number of children of missionaries in the region 
‘which the School-is to serve. 

7. Estimated annual cost of maintenance. 

8. To what extent current expenses can be provided by parents out 


of their children’s allowances or other resources. 

9. On what terms children of non-missionary foreigners should be 
admitted. 

10. Names of any individuals in America who might be specially in- 
terested and to whom application might be made for special 
gifts. 

The result is another illustration of the difficulty of securing prompt 
and adequate information from so many organizations. When the 
Chairman of the Committee visited the countries named, he found the 
missionaries deeply interested in the subject and, in some instances, 
pressing the proposal in the most emphatic manner. But although 
eight months have now passed since our. call for detailed estimates 
was issued, the Committee has not yet received from a single field the 
information which would justify action. No reply at all has come 
from Korea, and only one of the many Missions in China has been 
heard from—the North China Mission of the Presbyterian Board. The 
replies of the Boards to the letter addressed to them are generally 
favorable, but in every case they state that they have not received 
from their respective Missions the information upon which definite 
action could be based. Whether the fault lies with the Boards in fail- 
ing to forward the Committee’s circular letter, or with the Missions in 
not heeding it, your Committee does not know. If the conscience of 
any Secretary present troubles him, we hope that he will promptly 
look up his correspondence. Some missionaries in Korea and Central 
China formerly sent out appeals for schools at Pyeng Yang and Ku- 
ling; but those appeals are now several years old; they did not present 
all the details which are needed; or they did not secure the official 
action of the responsible Missions and Boards involved; or they did 
not represent a union of the Missions which would have to be re- 
sponsible for maintenance and control.* . 

*After its report had gone to press and as the Conference convened, a com- 
munication was received from a Committee appointed by a Conference of 
missionaries in Shanghai, strongly recommending that the Boards take over 
the school which has been conducted for some years by Miss Martha W. 
Jewell of Shanghai. The communication stated that ‘‘none present were 
authorized to speak for their Missions.’’ The Committee of Reference and 
Counsel could, therefore, only present the matter to the Conference for its 


information and advise the Committee in Shanghai to have the organized 
Missions in that region take official action. 
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We may add that while only two replies have been received from 
Japan, they appear to close the matter as far as that country is con- 
cerned. One reply was from the largest single missionary body in 
Japan, the West Japan Mission of the Presbyterian Church, which 
voted that “there is such slight probability of any member of the 
Mission desiring to patronize such a school, that the Mission does not 
feel in a position to make any requests or offer suggestions concern- 
ing the matter.” The other was from the Rev. Daniel Crosby Greene, 
D.D., President of the Board of Trustees of the Tokyo, School for 
Foreign Children, who wrote that any assistance that may be contem- 
plated for Japan might more wisely be given to the Tokyo School 
already in existence than to the founding of a new institution. A 
committee of the East Japan Mission of the Presbyterian Church had 
already expressed the substance of this opinion before your Commit- 
tee’s letter had been received. This school is managed by a local 
board of trustees of which Dr. Greene is President, and the majority 
of the members are missionaries. Some of the Boards have already 
made small annual grants to this school. We are gratified to learn 
from Dr. Greene that “a New York lady has promised to give Yen 
50,000” to improve the equipment. We recommend this school to the 
sympathetic consideration of the Boards having missionaries in Japan. 

As for the other fields, your Committee can only report progress, 
and renew its expression of willingness to be of any service in its 
power to Boards and missionaries which may desire its aid in develop- 
ing the schools under consideration. 


DEATH OF DR. COBB AND DR. SUTHERLAND. 


The Committee has been deeply bereaved during the year by the 
death of two of its most honored and beloved members: the Rev. 
Henry N. Cobb, D.D., and the Rev. Alexander Sutherland, D.D. Both 
had been members of the Committee since its organization and had 
greatly endeared themselves to their associates by the wisdom, fidelity 
and devotion which they brought to the consideration of every prob- 
lem. We recommend that the Conference appoint a special Committee 
to present suitable resolutions to be spread upon the records of the 
Conference. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE. . 

In view of the heavy and increasing work of the Committee, involv- 
ing the labors of several sub-committees, an extensive correspondence, 
and the frequent consideration of matters of large responsibility, we 
recommend that the membership of the Committee be increased to 
twelve, and that these members be divided into three classes of four 
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each, the first class to serve for one year from this date, the second 
class for two years, and the third class for three years, each subse- 
quent class to be appointed for the uniform term of three years. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ARTHUR J. Brown, 
THoMAS S. BARBOUR. 
James L. Barton. 
WaLTER R. LAMBUTH. 
R. P. MacKay. 

Joun R. Morr. 

PAUL DE SCHWEINITZ. 
Homer -C. STuNTz. 
CHARLES R. WATSON. 
JoHn W. Woop. 


W. HENRY GRANT. : 
Committee. 


ACTIONS OF THE CONFERENCE ON THE RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS OF THE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 
AND COUNSEL. 


1.. The Constitution, with some changes by the Conference, was 
adopted. These changes have been incorporated in this edition of the 
Committee’s report so that the wording of the Constitution is the 
official one. 


2. Resolved, That a committee of nineteen be appointed, including the 
twelve members of the Committee of Reference and Counsel, to con- 
sider whether a Board of Missionary Studies shall be created in North 
America, and that this Committee be empowered to take any action 
which it may consider desirable for the creation of such a Board. 
The following were chosen as the additional members of the Com- 
mittee: the Rev. W. Douglas Mackenzie, D.D., LL.D., the Rev. Charles 
Re -Erdman,-D, Ds Mre 4.4 Pe Sailer, (Ph:Ds, Mrik.P. Turner, the 
ReveHarian P Beach. ahe Rev. reds P. Hageard. D:D.,‘and Prin- 
cipal Gandier. = 


3. Resolved, That provision be made for conference between the Com- 
mittee of Reference and Counsel and representatives of interdenom- 
inational organizations conducting, or contemplating the conduct of, 
work in mission lands, and that each of these organizations be asked 
by the Committee of Reference and Counsel to appoint a representative 
to meet with this Committee and to confer freely with them regarding 
all plans having relation to foreign work. 
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4. Resolved, That this Conference approve of the plan of the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association to furnish expert assistance to the 
missionaries in various fields, for the fuller development of the Sun- 
day School as an evangelizing agency, and that the Association should 
send out its representatives under instruction to act only with the ap- 
proval of an Interdenominational Committee appointed by the co-oper- 
ating Missions. 


~ 


5. Resolved, That since the Young People’s Missionary Movement is 
recognized as an interdenominational missionary organization for the 
promotion of missionary interest in all communions, it be asked to fur- 
nish a brief printed statement annually to all the Missionary Societies of 
North Amenica, setting forth the lines upon which it is ready to co- 
operate with and assist them in the prosecution of their work. 


6. Resolved, That the following policy respecting interchange of 
medical service on the foreign field, be approved, namely: 


(a) That at stations where two or more Societies have physicians 
upon their regular staffs, an interchange of services may often be 
necessary owing to temporary causes, and in such circumstances a 
medical missionary of one Board should not charge for service ren- 
dered to a sick or injured missionary of another Board. 


(b) That at stations where one Board maintains medical work and 
other Board or Boards do not, a definite arrangement should be made 
between the Boards in regard to proper compensation for such medical 
services. 


7. The Conference having had its attention drawn to the appalling dis- 
tress in the Chinese provinces of Ngan-hwei and Kiang-su, where owing 
to the failure of the crops through floods, nearly three million persons 
are in utter destitution entirely dependent upon outside help, and with- 
out hope of relief from the soil for at least six months; 


Resolved, That it expresses deep and heartfelt sympathy with the 
Government of China, and especially with the afflicted provinces in this 
overwhelming disaster; that as in times of such disaster international 
lines vanish and sympathy becomes universal, Americans and Canadians 
whom God has so graciously protected and abundantly blessed should. 
for humanitarian and international reasons, as well as for reasons of 
Christian love and benevolence, respond generously and promptly to this 
urgent call; that this call be referred to the different Boards represented 
in this Conference so that they may reach their respective constituencies 
or take such other conjoint action as will in their judgment bring most 
liberal and speedy relief. 


8. Resolved, That this Conference again record its approval of the plan 
of an International Committee to serve as a medium of communication 
between the Boards and Societies of Foreign Missions throughout the 
world and to represent them in matters of common interest; and that 
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we express the hope that the Continuation Committee will take such 
steps as in their judgment are necessary to create such a Committee 
as soon as it is found wise and practicable. 

9. Resolved, That this Conference heartily approves the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee of Reference and Counsel in regard to Hostels 
for students of educational institutions under Government or other 
secular control. 

10. Resolved, That the Committee of Reference and Counsel be en- 
larged so that it will consist of twelve members and that it be consti- 
tuted as follows: 

CLASS OF IQI4. 


The Rev. Thomas S. Barbour, D.D., Secretary American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society. Boston. 

The Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D., Secretary Board Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A. New York. 

The Rt. Rev. Walter R. Lambuth, D.D., Vice-President Board of 
Missions, Methodist Episcopal Church South. Nashville. 

The Rev. T. E. Egerton Shore, M.A., Secretary Missionary Society 
Methodist Church, Canada. Toronto. 


CLASS OF IQI3. 


The Rev. Alexander McLean, D.D., President Foreign Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. Cincinnati: . 

Mr. John R. Mott, LL.D., Chairman Student Volunteer Movement, 
New York. 

The Rev. Paul de Schweinitz, D.D., Secretary of Missions, Moravian 
Church in America, Bethlehem, Pa. 

The Rev. Homer C. Stuntz, D.D., Assistant Secretary Board of For- 
eign Missions, Methodist Episcopal Church. New York. 

CLASS OF IQI2. 

The Rev. James L. Barton, D.D., Secretary American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions. Boston. 

The Rt. Rev. Arthur S. Lloyd, D.D., President Board of Missions, 
Protestant Episcopal Church. New York. 

The Rev. Robert P. Mackay, D.D., Secretary Foreign Missions Com- 
mittee, Presbyterian Church, Canada. Toronto. 

The Rev. Charles R. Watson, D.D., Secretary Board Foreign Missions, 

‘ United Presbyterian Church. Philadelphia. 


ORGANIZATION, 


The Committee has organized for the ensuing year, 1911, as follows: 

The Rev. Arthur J. Brown, D.D., Chairman, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. 

The Rev. Charles R. Watson, D.D., Secretary, 200 North Fifteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 


a5 


Sub-Committee on Interdenominational and Undenominational So- 
cieties sending agents or making grants for work on the Foreign 
Field: Drs. Barbour, Barton, De Schweinitz. 

Sub-Committee on Christian Hostels for Students in Government 
Schools: Drs. Mott, Shore, Watson. 

Sub-Committee on Schools on the Foreign Field for the Children 
of Missionaries: Drs. Stuntz, Barton, Lambuth, McLean, Brown. 

Sub-Committee on Questions Relating to the Governments of the 
United States and Canada: Drs. Brown, Lloyd, Mackay, Mott, Stuntz. 

Sub-Committee on Policies of Boafds having work in Japan: Drs. 
Lloyd, Lambuth, Mott, Shore, Brown. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS BOARDS’ CONFERENCE, 


PROGRAM FOR 


Treasurers’ Conference, 


TO BE HELD AT THE 


BOARD ROOM, REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA, 
25 East 22d Street, New York, N. Y,, 


Pwr SDAY, JANUARY 10th, 1899, 
Pelee OOO CLOCK. ~PeM: 


or oa 


1. Purchase of Outfits and Refits for outgoing 
missionaries; also of supplies for missionaries in the 
field. What goods can be purchased to best advantage 
in America, and what in London, India, China, Japan, 
or other foreign countries? 


2. Traveling expenses of outgoing and returning 
missionaries. Do missionaries account to the Treasurer 
of the Society, or to the Mission Treasurer? What 
accommodations are furnished for the journey? First 
or second class passage on the steamers? What are 
the best and least expensive routes? What kinds of 
currency should be furnished ? 


3. The relation of the Treasurer to the mission- 
aries in the field. 


4. Questions relating to property in the mission 
fields. Titles: how held? and what constitutes the best 
title obtainable? Laws of various countries relating to 
the holding of property. 


5. Question Box. That the meeting may be held 
closely to the above-named topics during the time given 
to them for discussion, questions upon other topics may 
at any time during the meeting be sent to the Chair- 
man, 7” writing, and after the above-named topics are 
considered, the Chairman will read these questions and 
invite replies from the audience. 
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Committee of Reference and Counsel 


Representing 


THE F OREIGN MISSIONS 


at AN ta yy 


CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA 
JANUARY, 1913-1914 


THE Rev. ArTHUR J. Brown, D.D., Chairman. 


156 Fifth, Avenue, New York. 


CLass oF 1914—The Rev. Thomas S. Barbour, D.D., The Rev. Arthur 
J. Brown, D.D., The Rt. Rev. W. R. Lambuth, D.D., The Rev. 
T. E. Egerton Shore, B.D. 


CLASS oF 1915—The Rev. James L. Barton, D.D., The Rt. Rev. Arthur 
Suibloyds 42D); The Rev: )/Robert) Py’ iMackay, (D:D.,) ‘The--Rev: 
Charles R. Watson, D.D. 


CLASS oF 1916—The Rev. A. McLean, D.D., Mr. John R. Mott, LL.D., 
The Rev. F. M. North, D.D., The Rev. T. B. Ray, D.D. 
Mr. W. Henry Grant, ex-officio. 


SUB-COM MITTEES 
Emergency Matters—Members available in New York. 


Government Students—Dr. Mott, Chairman; Bishop Lloyd, Drs. Shore 
and Watson. 


Interdenominational Agencies—Dr. Barbour, Chairman; Drs. Barton, 
Mackay, and de Schweinitz. 


Relations to Governments—Dr. Brown, Chairman; Bishop Lambuth, 
Bishop Lloyd, Dr. Watson. 


Schools for Missionaries Children and Furlough Homes—Dr. Barton, 
Chairman; Dr. Barbour, Bishop Lambuth, Drs. McLean and Stuntz. 


Spiritual Emphasis—Dr. Mackay, Chairman; Bishop Lloyd, Drs. Mott 
and de Schweinitz. 


Conference on Co-operation and the Promotion of Unity—Dr. Brown, 
Chairman; Bishop Lloyd, Drs. Mott and North. 


Uniformity in Salaries and Furloughs—Dr. Barbour, Chairman; Dr. 
Barton. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUN: 
~*~ SEL OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
OF NORTH AMERICA, JANUARY 15, 1913. 


THE REV. ARTHUR J. BROWN, D.D., CHAIRMAN. 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel herewith submits its sixth 
annual report. The: Committee, as in former years, has dealt with a 
wide range of matters. Some of them do not require discussion in a 
printed report and others may be omitted for the present because they 
are still under consideration. We now report upon the following 
subjects : 


CHANGES IN THE DEFINITION OF DUTIES OF COMMIT- 
TEES OF THE CONFERENCE AND IN METHODS OF 
PROCEDURE IN CONDUCTING THE BUSINESS 
OF ‘THE CONFERENCE, 


The last Annual Conference “instructed the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel, in consultation with the Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittees of the Conference, to consider and report upon such changes 
as it may be thought wise to make in the definition of the duties of the 
several Committees of the Conference and of the methods of pro- 
cedure in the conduct of the business of the Conference, and that it 
prepare such amendments to the Constitution as may be necessary in 
the manner provided for in the Constitution.” 

A Sub-Committee has given much time to this important matter and 
the full Committee has considered it at both its spring and fall meet- 
ings. The following report is now presented to the Conference, ad- 
vance copies having been sent to all the Boards and Societies several 
weeks ago in order that they might be informed as ‘to the proposed 
changes: 


DUTIES OF PERMANENT COMMITTEES. 


The duties of the Committee of Reference and Counsel shall include 
such features as, “(a) suggestions in regard to unoccupied fields; (b) 
negotiations with governments; (c) consideration of questions arising 
on the mission field between the missions of different Boards, as they 
miay be referred to it; (d) such other questions as may be referred to 
it from time to time; (e) original action in cases requiring immediate 
attention and not involving questions of policy regarding which there 
might be essential differences of opinion; (f) act for the Conference 
ad interim in all matters calling for, executive action, in so far as 
definite authority and power may not have been committed to regular 
or special Committees.” 

The Committee on the Home Base shall consider questions relating 
to the cultivation of the home Churches and the relations of mission 


2 


REPORT OF THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE. 


1. Resolved, That a Committee of General Reference, consisting 
‘of seven members, be appointed, to whom shall be referred the Rela- 
tions of Governments to Missions, Unoccupied Fields and Comity, the 
promotion of Simultaneous Meetings, Special Objects, with such 
other matters as the Conference may commit to them. 


2. Resolved, That the Chairmen of the several Committees'send at 
least the outline of their reports to their committeemeu sufficiently in 
advance of the Conference to allow for additions and criticisms, in 
order that tentative reports may in each case be laid before the whole 
‘Committee the day preceding the Conference. 

3. Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements provide for ses- 
sions of the various Committees on the day preceding the Conference. 

4. Resolved, That they provide for at least one joint session with 
the representatives of the Women’s Board, to consider matters of com- 
mon interest. 

5. Resolved, That the Committee on Ecumenical Conference be 
empowered to enlarge their number as they may deem best, fill va- 
cancies, and appoint such sub-Committees as they may judge neces- 
‘sary. 

6. Resolved, That the Committees for the ensuing year be consti- 
tuted as follows: 


Committee of Arrangements, 1898. 


A. B. LEONARD, C. C. CREEGAN, 
Rivineton D. Lorp, JOHN GILLESPIE, 
S. H. CHESTER, WILLIAM BELL, 


W. Henry GRANT. 


Self-Support in Mission Churches. 


W. R. Lampurs, Henry N. Coss, 

S. L. BaLtpwin, SaMuEL L. Duncan, 
J. L. Barton, W. HENRY GRANT. 
Uniform Statistical Blank. 

SAMUEL W. Duncan, JOHN GILLESPIE, 
J. L. Barton, J. L. AMERMAN. 


Student Volunteers and Candidates. 


Cuas. DANIELs, JOHN GILLESPIE, 
Lutrser D. WIsHARD. GEORGE SCHOLL. 


Committee of General Reference. 


ARTHUR J. Brown, W. T. SMITH, 
JUDSON SMITH, S. W. Duncan, 
Henry N. Coss, Wm. S. LANGFORD, 


W. Henry Grant. 


EHeumenical Missionary Conference. 


JUDSON SMITH, Wm. 8S. LANGFORD, 
A. J. PALMER, S, W. Duncan, 
F. F. ELnrnwoop. 


Treasury Topics. 


WILLIAM DULLEs, JR., Rost. H. WarpeEn, 
Frank H. Wiaain, Homer Eaton, 
Jas. L. AMERMAN. 


Editing and Printing Report. 


W. Henry GRANT, S. L. Baupwin, 
Henry N. Coss. 


7. Resolved, That the resolutions proposed by the Committee on 
Self-Support be adopted as follows: 


First: That the several Boards composing the Conference be asked 
to furnish the Committee annually the following information : 


(a) Whole appropriation of the Board. 

(6b) Administration expenses. 

(c) Gross sum appropriated for missions in Europe, United 
States and Canada. 

(d@) Gross sum appropriated for missionaries’ salaries and sup- 
port, including missionaries at home on furlough, mission- 
aries’ residences and station expenses (not including work 
in Europe, United States or Canada). 

(e) Gross sum appropriated for native work. (Evangelistic, Edu- 
cational, Medical, etc. ) 

(f) Native contributions to same objects. 


Srconp: That another letter be sent to the missionaries concerning 
the efforts they have made this year, and asking those who have not 
done so already to send in as complete reports as they can, adopting 
_ some system of securing the statistics of their work as rapidly as their 
imperative duties in other directions will allow. 


Tuirp: That each Board through its Secretaries request station 


secretaries or treasurers to fill out the blanks annually and send them 
to the Boards they represent for use in compiling the statistics for 
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their annual reports and for other uses in connection with their annual 
appropriations, 


8. Resolved, That the suggestions of the Committee on the Student 
Volunteer Movement be adopted as follows: 

That this Conference recognizes, with devout gratitude to God, the 
providential significance of the Student Volunteer Movement in its 
relation to the cause of foreign missions; the value and importance of 
the objects it has in view and the great wisdom, as well as the spirit 
of absolute dependence on the Holy Ghost, with which it has sought 
to promote them; and the evident desire on the part of its leaders to 
cultivate close and sympathetic relations with, and subserve the inter- 
ests of, these Boards and their work, In this desire, and the hope 
that these relations may be even closer and more cordial, if possible, 
we fully sympathize. 

Many of us testify to a large increase in the number of candidates 
for appointment, through the instrumentality of the Movement, and 
while we rejoice in the fact, we would express our earnest conviction 

that quality even more than quantity is to be desired in the field. 
_ With this view we welcome the educational department of its work as 
a new and valuable aid in the preparation of candidates, and express 
the hope that it may be continued, especially in our theological semi- 
naries, until such time as it may be rendered unnecessary by the adop- 
tion of the study of missions as a regular part of their curricula. 

We suggest that wider use may profitably be made of the Volunteer 
Bands by our Boards, as a valuable and efficient agency in quickening 
the zeal of our churches in this service, and leading them to recognize 
in the Movement, as they appear to have failed to do as yet, God’s 
answer to their own prayers for laborers for the world’s great harvest 
field, and His challenge to their greatest faith and consecration and 
their enlarged and self-sacrificing liberality. 


‘““ God answers sharp and sudden on some prayers, 
And thrusts the thing we ask for in our faces; 
A gauntlet, with a gift in’t.” 


Resolved, That the Committee be requested to secure information, 
to be presented at the next Conference, concerning the amount and 
quality of missionary instruction given at the theological semina- 
ries in the United States and Canada, and the amount of time devoted 
to such studies. Also to collect any other information relative to this 
subject as shall be helpful in this line. 

That we recognize the great value of the educational work being 
done by Rev. Harlan P. Beach under the auspices of the Student 
Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, and recommend a careful 
examination of the course of study and text books prepared for this 
work, and, as far as possible, the co-operation of the Boards. 


Special Resolutions. 


Resolved, That this Conference of Foreign Missions Boards, repre- 
senting as its members believe the sentiment of the great body of 
Protestant Christians throughout the United States and Canada, re- 
joices in the prospect of the early ratification by their respective gov- 
eroments of the general Treaty of Arbitration already signed by their 
foreign ministers, and respectfully urges prompt confirmation of the 
same. 

Resolved, That in view of the importance of a clear understanding 
of the policy and plans for self-support as recommended by the Con- 
ference of Foreign Missions Boards, we cordially commend to the As- 
sembly of Missionaries to be held in the City of Mexico, January 25th, 
our esteemed Secretary, Mr. W. Henry Grant, who may, at his own 
expense, attend said Assembly in the interest of the cause of missions. 

Resolved, That our thanks be tendered to Dr. J. T. Gracey, Presi- 
dent of the International Missionary Union, for his kind invitation 
to attend the meeting of that body in June next, at Clifton Springs. 
That we recommend the Secretaries of the Board who can make it 
convenient, to attend; and we authorize them to convey to the Union 
an expression of our cordial regard. 

Resolved, That our most cordial thanks be tendered to the Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions for the use of their rooms, and for 
the bountiful entertainment provided by their thoughtful care. 

Resolved, That we accept the invitation of the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church to meet at their Mission House, 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York City, for the Sixth Conference. 


Boards represented in the Conference to interdenominational agencies, 
in so far as these agencies concern the home base. 

The Committee on Religious Needs of Anglo-American Communities 
in Mission Fields shall study the moral and religious conditions of such 
communities in foreign mission lands, report to the Conference the 
result of their studies, and render in the name of the Conference what- 
ever assistance may be possible in securing and supporting suitable 
pastors, providing appropriate church buildings and in creating a whole- 
some and intelligent religious life among these communities. 

The Committee on Arrangements shall prepare the program and make 
all necessary provision for the sessions of the Conference and attend 
to any and all matters referred to it by the Conference. 

The Committee on Credentials shall make up the roll of the Con- 
ference and consider all questions relating to the membership of the 
' Same. 

The Committee on Nominations shall present annually lists of nom- 
inees to fill vacancies in all of the permanent Committees except its 
own, and make nominations in all cases referred to it by the Conference. 


To be added at the close of the section of the Constitution headed 
“Committees.” 


“No member of the Conference shall be eligible for service upon any 
one of these permanent Committees for more than two full terms, 
without at least one year’s retirement, reckoning to begin from the 
adoption of this measure. Exception may be made to this rule by the 
unanimous recommendation of the Nominating Committee, unanimously 
endorsed by the Conference.” 


Under the head of “Committee Reports,” second paragraph, follow- 
ing the expression, “shall be allowed thirty minutes,” it is recommended 
that all that follows be omitted, and in its place the following be in- 
serted: 


“In preparing its report, each Committee shall consider separate topics 
by themselves, concluding each topic with whatever finding or recom- 
mendation it desires to propose. Each topic with resolution or recom- 
mendation shall be discussed and disposed of by the Conference before 
the following topic of the same report is considered, except as may be 
called for by the Conference. Ample opportunity shall be given for 
discussion, a member of the Conference having a second privilege of 
the floor upon a single topic only when no other member desires to 
speak. Every member shall have equal opportunity to speak upon each 
poate ee etion.| 


Under the section “Resolutions,” following the first two words “All 
resolutions,’ and before the words “shall be referred,’ the following 
to be inserted : 

“and recommendations and motions presented by any Com- 


mittee or offered from the floor may, by common consent, be acted 
upon by the Conference at once and permanently disposed of, but if 
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any member objects (except in the case of matters of routine) the 
question under consideration, etc. . ( 


SCHOOLS FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN IN THE MISSION 
FIELD AND HOMES FOR MISSIONARIES AND MIS- 
SIONARIES’ CHILDREN IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


The Committee has continued its careful study of this large question 
which means so much to many devoted missionaries and their children. 
The following report, drafted by the Sub-Committee in charge, is now 
submitted to the Conference: 


SCHOOLS FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN IN THE 
MISSION FIELD. 


This is a subject which has been agitated in mission fields only in 
recent years, but is one that is more and more attracting the attention 
of missionaries and Missionary Societies, and undoubtedly will still 
more demand consideration in the future. There are already a large 
number of schools in mission fields, either formed expressly for the 
training of children of missionaries, or so organized that the children 
of missionaries can avail themselves of the privileges of the school. 
We will name some of these schools and places where such are con- 
templated or desired, although our list will undoubtedly be incomplete. 


INDIA. 


Kodaikanal, Pulney Hills, Southern India. At least four different 
denominations are cooperating in the conduct and support of this school. 
It holds property estimated at a valuation of not less than $30,000. It 
is supported by direct appropriations made to the school by several 
different Missionary Societies and by payments made by the children 
out of allowances given for their support. 

Mussourie, in the Himalayas, a college for girls and young women, 
named “Woodstock College,’ where the daughters of missionaries in 
India go and where small boys are also received. Other Europeans and 
also Eurasians are admitted. The school is conducted as a regular part 
of the missionary work of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. 

The Methodist Missionary Society has schools for the children of 
missionaries in India which are not general, and also missionaries’ 
children attend many different schools organized in the country. 


CHINA. 

Chefoo. The first school to be mentioned in China is that at Chefoo. 
conducted by the China Inland Mission. This is probably the most 
complete and best conducted of any school for missionaries’ chil- 
dren in the Far East. It was primarily started for the education of. 
the children of missionaries of the China Inland Mission, but mis- 
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sionary children from other Boards have been accepted so far as the 
limits of the school permit. 

Kuling. At least five Missionary Societies working in Central China 
are in favor of a school for missionaries’ children at Kuling in Central 
China. An interdenominational committee is formed, both in China 
and in the United States, for a practical consideration and completion 
of a school at Kuling, the same Committee in the United States hav- 
ing also under its purview the question of another school in Shanghai. 


Shanghai. At least four Missionary Societies favor a school for 
missionary children in Shanghai, and one is already in operation there 
which is not purely a school for missionary children but one to which 
they are admitted. Some of the missions in Central China believe 
that Shanghai offers the most favorable facilities for such a school, 
while to others Kuling appears to present the largest advantages. 
A joint committee, appointed by the Societies concerned, is now in 
charge of the matter and is conducting the necessary correspondence. 


Tung-chow. At least three Missionary Societies are investigating 
the location of a school for missionary children in North China, and 
three or four locations are under consideration, with an apparent lean- 
ing towards Tungchow, 12 miles from the city of Peking. A Com- 
mittee is investigating the question of location, after which the subject 
of buildings and the management of the school will be brought forward. 


Cheng-tu. The Missionary Society of the Methodist Church in 
Canada has established a school for missionary children at Chengtu, 
in West China. It is maintained partly by fees and partly by supple- 
mentry grants by the Board. A permanent site has been secured, and 
an appropriation has been made by the Missionary Society for the 
erection of a building that will accommodate 30 resident pupils. While 
this school is owned and operated by the Missionary Society, the 
privileges of the school are extended to children of missionaries 
connected with any of the other missions working in Szechwan, and it 
seems adapted to meet the requirements of a school for missionary 
children for that entire Province. 


Amoy. There is a call for a school for missionaries’ children in 
Amoy, but at present no definite steps have been taken. 


Canton. There is a feeling among several missionaries working 
at Canton that. such a school should be established there, but it is 
possible that if schools are opened at Shanghai and Kuling, the mis- 
sionaries of both Amoy and Canton will take advantage of these 
institutions farther north. ; 


Honan. A school was established in Honan in t910 under the 
initiative of the missionaries of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
The Mission Board provided the building, while the missionaries pro- 
vide for the expense of the conduct of the school. Some pupils from 
other missions are received. 


KOREA. 


Pyeng Yang. A school for missionaries’ children has been in exist; 
ence for eleven or twelve years in Pyeng Yang, but without a boarding 
department. A Committee is appointed for the purpose of securing 
funds for the enlargement of the school and the adding of a board- 
ing department. In Korea itself at the time the canvass was made a 
few months ago, there were 138 children of missionaries, 57 of whom 
were between five and sixteen years of age. Twenty-eight families 
outside of Pyeng Yang, representing 58 children, have signified their 
desire to send their children to the school. In order to facilitate the 
work of the school an association called the Missionary School Asso- 
ciation of Korea has been formed and is now actively engaged in 
canvassing the subject. 

JAPAN. 


Tokyo. While there is no school in Japan which bears the name of 
school for missionary children, there is a foreign academy in Tokyo 
to which many missionaries send their children, and an effort is being 
made to put the school upon a better footing and more worthy the 
attendance of the children of foreign missionaries throughout the 
Empire. For this purpose an adequate building should be provided and 
a permanent income sufficient to allow it to be properly staffed. The 
children of other foreigners are admitted and also some Japanese 
children. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Baguio, North Luzon. Three Societies are uniting in the opening 
of a school for missionaries’ children at Baguio. The school has not yet 
been fully developed but is in process. The United States Government 
has offered and agreed to furnish an American teacher and a building 
for the school when 20 pupils can be secured. The Missionary Societies 
will need to furnish a hostel and a matron for the children. 


SOUTH AMERICA, 


Mackenzie College, Brazil. This College is under an independent 
Board of Trustees but is an outgrowth of the work of the Presby- 
terian Mission. The missionaries in Southern Brazil make use of this 
school for their children, some choosing this College rather than 
colleges in the United States. 


TURKEY. 


' No schools as such for missionary children are supported in Turkey, 
but many of the children of missionaries attend existing schools, as 
Robert College in Constantinople, the American College for Girls, 
Constantinople, the International Institute for Girls in Smyrna, and the © 
Syrian Protestant College in Beirut. : 
In addition to the missionary schools, it is the custom in some 
large stations for missionaries to combine together to bring out a 
teacher for the children of several families, and even of different 
6 


Societies. The suggestion has been made that this method might be the 
modest beginning of a real school for missionaries’ children, to be 
later developed, as circumstances demand. 


Correspondence reveals the fact that there is a consciousness on the 
part of missionaries of the need of schools in which their children can 
be kept in the country longer and thus enable the parents to hold 
personal relations with their children at the most formative period of 
their life, while at the same time not sacrificing their future by depriving 
them of the educational advantages which they should have at that time. 


HOMES FOR MISSIONARIES AND MISSIONARIES’ CHIL- 
DREN IN THE, UNITED STATES, 


Several Mission Boards make special provision for homes for the 
children of their missionaries when they are sent to the United States 
for their education, and some provide also for the missionaries when 
at home on furlough, and when superannuated. Besides this, there are 
some homes or resorts which are interdenominational and equally 
available for missionaries of all communions. We can give but a 
partial list of the various homes in this report. 

Interdenominational, ‘Minnie Seaside Rest” at Old Orchard, Maine, 
is a summer resort, open during July and August, for foreign mis- 
sionaries actively engaged in the work. Missionaries somewhat broken 
in health are also admitted. Children are excluded. The rates are very 
moderate, as the Home has a partial endowment. 

“Mountain Rest” at Goshen, Mass., is on practically the same basis 
as “Minnie Seaside Rest,” although at “Mountain Rest’ children are 
admitted. There are several cottages for the occupation of families. 

The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society has Homes for the 
children of missionaries at Granville, Ohio, and at Chicago, Ill. One 
at Newton Center, Mass., is under the Woman’s Auxiliary. There is 
demand for another Home also, especially for the children of the 
Congo missionaries. This Society has two cottages also for missionary 
families on furlough, one at Malden, Mass., the other at Granville, Ohio. 

The Presbyterian Board of Missions has a Home for the children 
of missionaries at Wooster, Ohio, and several cottages for furloughed 
missionaries. “Rest Haven,” at Fairfield, Iowa, is also for returned 
foreign missionaries and their families. 

The Missionary Alliance Training Institute, at Nyack, N. Y., is not 
a school expressly for missionaries’ children, but many missionary chil- 
dren attend, of several denominations. 

The Foreign Christian Missionary Society has a Home for the 
children of missionaries at Hiram, Ohio. 

The Moravian Church has schools for the children of missionaries 
in Germany maintained by the Mission Board, and in the United States 
the children of missionaries are admitted to any one of their four 
boarding schools at the nominal price of $100 a year. It has also a 
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Home in Nazareth, Pa., for retired missionaries, with or without chil- 
dren; also a Home for widows and daughters of ministers and 
missionaries, in Bethlehem, Pa. ; 

The Presbyterian Church South has a Home at Fredericksburg, Va., 
for the children of missionaries. 

The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions has 
two Homes for missionaries and their children, one at Auburndale, 
Mass., and the other at Oberlin, Ohio. Both of these institutions have 
cottages which can be occupied by missionary families when’ on 
furlough. 

Other Societies are feeling the need of Homes for children as well 
as for missionaries when on furlough, but as yet have not provided 
them. 


RELATION OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETIES TO THE MIS- 
SION TO. LEPERS IN INDIA ANDTHE EAST, 


In compliance with requests from several persons, representatives of 
the Committee of Reference and Counsel, held a Conference with 
the American Secretary and Committee of the Mission to 
Lepers in India and the East regarding the relationship of the 
Boards and Missionary Societies to the Mission to Lepers and the. 
proper crediting of gifts for this purpose. As a result of this Confer- 
ence, the following statement of policy was agreed upon by the 
Commitee of Reference and Counsel and the American Committee 
of the Mission to Lepers and was sent to all the Boards and Societies 
represented in the Conference for such action as they might deem 
proper: 

“In view of communications received by the Committee of Refer- 
ence and Counsel in relation to the work of the Mission to Lepers in 
India and the East it was voted that the following minute be recorded: 

“That the Committee of Reference and Counsel would express their 
hearty sympathy with the work of this organization as worthy of the 
endorsement of the Mission Boards; 

“That in their judgment the general plan followed by the Mission 
to Lepers—that of cooperation with the work of Mission Boards—is 
in the interest of a true economy and efficiency in its distinctive work. 

“That it be recommended to the Mission Boards that they shall 
receive and forward to this Mission to Lepers contributions for the 
support and education of lepers, and that, while crediting in their regu- 
lar accounts only such receipts as apply to the support of their own 
missionaries who are engaged in work for lepers, they shall print in 
their reports a statement of such amounts as may be received by them 
and forwarded to this Mission for its general uses. 

“That the Mission for Lepers should be careful in its methods of 
securing funds to regard strictly those rules of comity which are ob- 
served by other organizations in cooperation with the general Mis-. 
sionary Societies, in order that the normal receipts of these Societies 
from their supporting churches, Sunday-schools and other church or- 
ganizations, may not be diverted from their work.” 
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PUTUMAYO INDIANS IN PERU. 


The Christian world has been deeply moved by accounts of the 
atrocities that have been committed upon the helpless Putumayo Indians 
in Peru, in connection with the collection of rubber; accounts which are 
not based upon rumors but upon official reports of reliable men who 
have personally investigated the conditions. We are gratified to know 
that the Government of Great Britain has taken such diplomatic action 
with the Government of Peru as it deemed practicable, and that it has 
expressed its sympathy with the indignant protest of the British public, 
a protest which has included the Rubber Company whose offices are in 
London and several of whose directors are Englishmen. The Committee 
feels that this Conference should respond to the hope expressed by Sir 
Edward Grey, British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and to 
the appeal of the British Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection 
Society, that the American people will unite with them in efforts to 
secure the abatement of this evil and the prevention of its recurrence. 
The Committee is glad to know of the effort which the Government 
of Peru is now making to carry out needed reforms, and of the proposal 
to secure the cooperation of the Governments of Great Britain, the 
United States, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Brazil, Colombia and Venezuela, 
in securing an investigation of the entire rubber producing region of 
South America with a view to such joint action as may be found neces- 
sary to conserve the reasonable rights of the rubber companies and at 
the same time protect the interests of the Indians who labor for them. 
Steps are being taken to call a conference of the missionary and 
philanthropic organizations concerned to consider the special conditions 
and needs of the Indians and other aboriginal peoples and to enter into 
such cooperation as may be found practicable with the British Anti- 
Slavery and Aboringines Protection Society, and the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel has assured those who are moving in the matter 
of its readiness to cooperate. 


CONFERENCE ON THE SITUATION IN CHINA. 


In view of the extraordinary situation in China and its large bearing 
upon the future of missionary work, the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel, in accordance with authority given at the last meeting of the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America, invited the Boards and 
Societies of Foreign Missions in the United States and Canada which 
have work in China to send representatives to a Special Conference to 
be held February 29, 1012, in the Presbyterian Building, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. Each Board was requested to make an effort 
to secure the attendance of its President, Executive Officers and the 
members of its Committee on China, and also as many as practicable 
of its China missionaries who were at home on furlough. 

At the appointed time, seventy-five officers, members and furloughed 
missionaries of twenty-eight Foreign Missions Boards of the United 
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States and Canada met. Much preliminary studying had been done by 
appointed speakers and carefully prepared papers were presented by 
experts who had been selected in advance and who had given much 
thought and prayer to their respective subjects. Considerable time was 
given to free and informal discussion by the members of the Conference 
and this part of the program was exceedingly helpful. The spirit of 
prayer was a marked characteristic of the Conference. The day began 
with an uplifting devotional service conducted by the Right Rev. Arthur 
S. Lloyd, D.D., President of the Protestant Episcopal Board, and one of 
the most solemn periods of the day was the noon hour on “Intercessory 
Prayer” under the leadership of the Rev. R. P. Mackay, D.D., Secretary 
of the Canadian Presbyterian Board. 

The Conference unanimously requested the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel to prepare for immediate distribution a short leaflet giving 
a brief account of the Conference and the “Message of the Conference 
to the Home Churches, the Missions and the Chinese Churches.” The 
Conference also requested the Committee of Reference and Counsel to 
print in a larger pamphlet all the papers presented, if there should be a 
sufficient number of orders to pay for approximate cost of publication. 
The Committee received such orders, and it printed the full text of 
the papers. The discussions were not given as they would have made 
the pamphlet of impracticable size. The Committee did not attempt 
to edit these papers, it being deemed wiser that each writer should be 
understood as speaking for himself alone and not committing either 
the Board which he represented or the Conference or the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel to any responsibility for his particular 
opinions. The Conference had no power to legislate for any particular 
Board or Mission. The representatives met for consultation and prayer 
regarding an extraordinary and momentous emergency. A special 
Committee was appointed to draw up a statement of policies and 
methods to be recommended to the Boards and Societies, but this 
Committee felt that more time was required for this purpose and on 
its recommendation, the Conference requested the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel to do this important work and to submit its 
conclusions to the Boards for their approval. As an aid to the Com- 
mittee, and in view of frequently published statements that the Boards 
are often disposed to obstruct union movements on the foreign field, 
the Conference adopted the following resolutions as an unofficial expres- 
sion of its opinion: 

“7. This Conference desires to assure the Missions in the strongest 
possible manner of its unreserved approval of the effort to accomplish 
the union of the Christian Church in China and promises the Missions 
that they will have in such efforts the hearty support of the members 
of this Conference. 

“2. The Conference approves of the fullest possible measure not only 
of co-operation but of union in all forms of mission work, such as 
education, preparation and publication of literature, hospitals and phil- 
anthropic work. 
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“3. With deep satisfaction at the establishment and development of 
the Church of Christ in China, and recognizing the supreme place 
which the Chinese Church must occupy in the evangelization of the 
nation, this Conference expresses its sympathy with every purpose of 
the Church itself to unite in the interests of increased strength and 
economy and of the effective propagation of the Gospel of Christ.” 


The following 


MESSAGE TO THE HOME CHURCHES, THE MISSIONS AND THE 
CHINESE CHURCHES. 


was adopted by a rising vote: 


“The representatives of the Foreign Mission Boards:of the United 
States and Canada which are carrying on missionary work in China, 
having carefully considered together the situation which China pre- 
sents at this hour to the Christian Church, desire to address this word 
to the Christian forces which are at work in the new Republic and to 
the Christian agencies in North America to which China has looked 
and is looking now for her main sympathy and assistance. 

“The whole world is agreed in recognizing in the transformation of 
China one of the greatest movements in human history. Whether we 
consider the immensity of the population affected, the character of the 
change that is taking place, the magnitude of the interests which are 
involved, the comparative peacefulness of the crisis, or the significance 
of the fact that a great and ancient race is undergoing in the period 
of a decade a radical intellectual and spiritual readjustment it is evi- 
dent:that it is given to us to witness and have part in a vast movement 
whose consequences will affect the whole world and be unending. 

“This movement, we bélieve, may become, by God’s grace, if the 
Christian Church is faithful, the regeneration of a nation. For no 
change of institutions, of political principles, of social order, or of 
economic conditions can avail to satisfy the deep needs of which China 
has now become conscious. Political reformation requires a new moral 
and religious life. All that China has had that is worthy she needs 
now, and with it she needs also, and seems now prepared to receive, 
the new conceptions of the Gospel, and not these conceptions only, but 
also the power of God in Christ, by which alone they may be realized 
in the life of the nation in this new and wonderful day. 

“The time, for which we have long worked and prayed, appears to 
have come at last in a measure and with a momentum beyond our 
faith, and we rejoice with the Christian agencies at work in China, 
with the 11,661 leaders of the Chinese Church, with its 278,628 mem- 
bers, and with the 4,299 missionaries from Western lands, in the unique 
opportunity which they possess of meeting an inquiring people with 
the light and life which they are seeking, and of offering to them and 
to their rulers the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, the one true 
Leader and King of Men. ; 

“We rejoice in the measure of unity already attained by the Chris- 
tian forces in China and in their ability in this hour, without waste or 
discord, to present to the Chinese people the one faith which we all 
hold and the one Lord whom we all follow. We rejoice that so many 
of the men who have wrought for China in this time of national need 
have been Christian men who have borne their great responsibilities 
with Christian fidelity and sought to serve their country with Christian 
unselfishness. With a Christian Church united in its mission and with 
Christian men serving the State in patriotic and religious devotion, we 
believe that the prayers of many hearts will be answered, that, on the 
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one hand, a pure and unconfused Gospel may be preached to the nation, 
and that on the other hand the Christian spirit, unmixed with secular 
misunderstanding or personal ambition, may control the minds of the 
men who are to bear rule and authority in the new day. 

“In the effort to which the Christian forces of the nation will now 
give themselves with a new zeal, to carry the Gospel far and wide over 
China and deep into the life of the people, we desire to assure them 
of the sympathy and support of the Church in the West, and we now 
make appeal to the Home Church to meet the emergency with unceas- 
ing prayer and unwithholding consecration. 

“We earnestly renew the appeal made by us in January and sup- 
ported by President Taft, the American Red Cross, and the China 
Famine Relief Committee for generous contributions to save the lives 
of 3,000,000 people in China who face starvation unless help is given 
at once. 

“Especially we ask the Church to pray: 

For the people of China, this great and virile nation which awakened 
from the torpor of ages by the quickening forces of the modern world, 
is now called upon to deal with enormous legislative, economic, educa- 
tional and moral readjustments. 

For the Chinese Christians, who share in full measure the priva- 
tions and problems that are the common lot of their countrymen. 

For the missionaries and their work, the adequate expansion of 
Christian education and evangelization, and the adaptation of mission 
methods to the needs of the present situation. 

For full religious liberty in China. 

For perfect union among the Christians of every name. 

For a spirit of true independence on the part of the Church in 
China and of perfect cooperation with the Missions of the Churches of 
the West. 

For guidance of the new leaders of China, that they may be Chris- 
tian men and may lead their land forward in wisdom and peace. 

For the purity of the Gospel in China, that it may not be miscon- 
ceived, but that it may be known and experienced as the power of God 
unto salvation. 

For a right attitude on the part of all governments toward the gov- 
ernment of China. 

For the Manchus and the Chinese alike, that they may find Christ. 

“So great an opportunity as God now offers in China is a sovereign 
summons. It demands of us the enlargement of our horizons, the ex- 
pansion of our faith, the acceptance of our duty, and the eager and 
joyful exercise of our fellowship with Christ in ministering to the 
need of an awakened nation, and in hastening the coming of His 
world-wide kingdom’ by an ‘unprecedented advancement. May the 
Church in China and in the West be found equal to this opportunity! 

“We request pastors to read this message to their people, and we 
appeal to the men and women of the churches by their prayers, their 
counsels and their enlarged gifts, to aid in meeting the call which is 
now coming from our Lord in China.” 


The Conference was marked throughout by the breadth of view, a 
pervasive spiritual atmosphere, and a profound sense of responsibility 
and privilege. Nearly 4,000 copies of the seventy-two page pamphlet, 
giving the full text of the addresses, were ordered and distributed and 
about 40,000 copies of the Message to the Churches. We have reason 
to believe that these documents were widely read and that many people 


I2 


of God united in earnest and prayerful effort to meet aright the extra- 
ordinary emergency in China to which God is summoning His people. 

In compliance with the request of the Conference, the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel, after prolonged consideration, sent to all the 
Boards and Societies having work in China the following outline of a 


MISSIONARY POLICY FOR CHINA. 


as embodying considerations which urgently demand the earnest and 
prayerful attention of the Church of God throughout the world: 


“(1) That the time has come to make a far more comprehensive 
and resolute eftort than ever before effectively to occupy China with 
the agents and agencies of the Gospel. 

“(2) That immediate steps be taken to increase in the near future, 
particularly within the next three years, the staff of missionaries in 
that field. 

“(3) That efficient language schools be established as soon as prac- 
ticable in different parts of China to insure the best possible prepara- 
tion of all new missionaries. 

“(4) That gifts for work in China be vastly augmented during the 
next three or four years, that the larger program so essential to meet 
the situation in that country may be carried out. 

“(5) _ That union higher educational enterprises, especially in devel- 
oping five or six strategically located, adequately staffed and pro- 
nounced Christian universities in different parts of China, be promoted 
with all promptness and energy. 

“(6) That every endeavor be made by the Missionary Boards work- 
ing in China for closest cooperation in developing a co-ordinated and 
unified system of primary and secondary Christian schools; and, for 
the best accomplishment of this, first: the establishment of union 
normal schools manned by highly trained educational experts, and 
second: the appointment of experienced educational superintendents 
to serve the educational interests of all the Missions, these superin- 
tendents to hold joint conferences with a view to promoting a com- 
mon educational policy. 

“(7) That a large expansion of plans be made for the production 
and circulation of an inter-denominational Christian literature suited 
to the immediate demands of the new China. 

“(8) That united evangelistic campaigns be pressed in all the riper 
parts of the field and among all classes, with special emphasis upon the 
student classes, those now in China as well as Chinese students in for- 
eign lands. 

“(g) That every encouragement be given to inter- denominational 
conferences of missionaries and Chinese Christians in the interests of 
a common work, in order to accentuate the oneness of our common 
faith, to stimulate spiritual life and evangelistic zeal and to increase the 
sense of responsibility of the Chinese Christians for the evangelization 
of their countrymen. 

“(10) That the fullest measure of cooperation in every phase of 
the Christian enterprise be encouraged, looking to, wherever that seems 
to be the logical outcome of the movement, actual union in education, 
the preparation and publishing of literature, medical and philanthropic 
work, and whatever other form may appear to be practicable. 

“(11) That in accordance with the demands of the present unique 
and pressing situation in China, and in conformity with the action. 
taken at the Shanghai Centenary Conference, there be developed effi- 
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cient co-operative or federal Councils of all the Missions working in 
different provinces of China, as well as in the country as a whole, and 
that close and mutually helpful relations be maintained between the 
united missionary forces in the home field and the missionary body 
and Chinese Christians abroad.” 


CONFERENCE ON THE MOSLEM WORLD. 


A request was received from a rather representative, although un- 
official, gathering of leaders specially interested in the missionary work 
among Moslems. Taking advantage of the presence of the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel M. Zwemer in this country, and with a view to stimulating 
interest in work among Moslems, a small special meeting was called 
for conference and prayer on this subject. Mr. E. E. Olcott, of New 
York, very kindly opened his home and welcomed the company to 
dinner so that a fairly continuous session was held from five o’clock 
until ten, September 6th. The thirty-two persons present included 
representatives of the Boards in New York and a few from other cities 
who were then available, including Bishop Joseph C. Hartzell, the Rev. 
Dr. James L. Barton, the Rev. H. W. Frost and others. Burdened with 
the new opportunity which has come to the Church for working with 
boldness and directness among Moslems, the meeting endeavored to 
’ secure definite results by two proposals: The first was to request the 
Committee of Reference and Counsel to, arrange for a special confer- 
ence on the Moslem problem and missionary work among Moslems, 
somewhat along the lines of the special one or two day conferences 
held last year on education in the Far East and missionary problems in 
Japan and China. We may note here that a similar and very urgent 
request was made by the Special Committee on Work Among Moslems 
appointed by the Continuation Committee. The second proposal of the 
New York meeting was that the Committee of Reference and Counsel 
should send out to the various Boards in this country a Call to a Day 
of Prayer for the Moslem World, on October 16th, the centenary of 
the death of Henry Martyn at Tokat. This call received the endorse- 
ment of the British World’s Evangelical Alliance and of the Continua- 
tion Committee of the Lucknow Missionary Conference, and also of a 
number of missionary leaders in this country. The Committee of 
Reference and Counsel gladly complied with this request and issued 
the following call: 


CALL TO A DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE MOSLEM WORLD, WEDNESDAY, OCTO- 
BER 16th, 1912. 


(Being the Centenary of the death of Henry Martyn at Tokat, on 
October 16th, 1812.) 


Next to that of Raymond Lull the name of Henry Martyn stands 
out in the annals of the Christian Church as pioneer in the evangeliza- 
tion of Moslem lands. Henry Martyn was the first of the long list of 
missionaries of ‘the Church Missionary Society and other Societies who 
have devoted themselves to preaching the Gospel among the Moslems 
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of India, Persia, Arabia, Afghanistan, Egypt and Africa. By his 
scholarly work as translator of the Scriptures, by his labors and jour- 
neyings, by his faith and zeal and prayers abundant, perhaps most of 
all by his tragic death, the influence of Henry Martyn was in his day 
‘felt throughout the whole Church and has continued until now. How 
can we better commemorate his life and death than by united prayer 
for the Moslem world? 

The urgency of the present situation is in itself a call to this day of 
prayer. Never before have the opportunities been so great or the 
situation so full of hopefulness. Contrast the condition of the Moslem 
world as Henry Martyn knew it, with its condition today! Politically, 
socially, spiritually, everything is changing. And the very unrest of the 
Mohammedan world, intellectual, political, and spiritual, adds to the 
urgency of this call. 

The Moslem problem now appeals to the heart of the Church as it 
never did before. On the one hand the peril of Moslem aggression in 
Africa and in Malaysia calls for Intercession; while on the other the 
large growth in the circulation of the Scriptures among Moslems, the 
changed attitude toward Christianity, and the increase of converts, are 
grounds for encouragement. God in His providence is allowing us to 
witness signs which indicate a coming crisis and victory. ‘Father, the 
hour has come, glorify Thy Son.” 

As regards the methods of observing this day of prayer, while 
hoping that united gatherings may be possible, we suggest and urge 
the family altar and private prayer as even more important than public 
gatherings. All can follow the method of Henry Martyn himself and 
plead with God individually. 


The following topics for prayer are suggested: 


(1.) aes saith Governments and for Christian rulers in Moslem 
ands. 


(2.) For the wider circulation of the Word of God and Christian 
literature among Moslems. 


(3.) For those engaged in the ministry of healing in all hospitals and 
dispensaries throughout the Mohammedan world: 


(4.) For all preachers and evangelists among Moslems, and for their 
message of reconciliation. For converts. 


(5.) For the arrest of Mohammedan progress in Africa; the success 
of Missions on the border-marches of Islam; and that all 


Christian Societies in these regions realize the need of working 
also for Moslems. 

How generally this Call to Prayer was observed, we have no means 
of knowing, but we know that many of the people of God observed the 
day and that a great volume of intercessory prayer ascended to God. 

The remarkable developments in the Moslem world, the doors so 
providentially opened in recent years, the striking report of. Moslem 
responses to missionary effort, and the significant political events 
affecting the Moslem world, all unite in marking the critical character 
of present-day conditions and in emphasizing both the importance and 
necessity of special prayer at this time. The centenary of the death 
of Henry Martyn, occuring as it did at that time, furnished an inspiring 
and fitting occasion for rallying the forces of Christendom to inter- 
cession in behalf of the great Moslem problem. 
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The Committee recognizes the distinct and special problems involved 
in conducting missionary work among the Moslem peoples of the 
world—populations enormous in number, widely distributed, important 
in strength, and peculiarly difficult to reach effectively with the Gospel. 
The Committee therefore called a conference of representatives of , 
all Boards and Societies, which have work among the Moslem peoples, 
for the purpose of giving careful consideration to the whole question. 
In order to serve the convenience of those who were coming from 
other cities to attend the annual meeting of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, and in order also to enrich the annual 
meeting itself by the papers and discussions on this question which is 
of such vital interest to all, this Conference was held January 14th, 
the day preceding the opening of the annual meeting of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America, at 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 


A carefully arranged program provided not only for specially pre- 
pared papers or addresses, but also for discussions of themes of vital 
interest and importance. Information brought to the Conference cre- 
ated a profound impression and led to a deep conviction that a new 
day of opportunity has dawned as regards missions to Moslems, call- 
ing for a fresh study of the missionary situation, and of missionary 
methods. The discussions of the Conference were characterized by 
such an attitude of sympathy for Moslem peoples in their intellectual 
perplexities, their social needs and their spiritual destitution, that the 
Conference may well be regarded, in this respect alone, as marking a 
new and a most hopeful stage in the development of the missionary 
movement for carrying the Gospel to the whole Moslem world. A 
more detailed report of this Conference need not be given here as a 
somewhat summarized report of the meeting is to be embodied in the 
Report of the Foreign Missions Conference. The program of the 
special Conference upon Work for Mohammedans was as follows: 


I. Devotional Service. 
II. General Survey—with maps and charts. Rev. Dr. James L. Barton. 
III. How shall we develop in the heart of the Christian public an at- 
titude of sympathy and Christlike pity for Moslems? Dr. 
Robert E. Speer. 
Discussion: Dr. C. R. Watson, Rev. R. M. Labaree (Persia). 
IV. Methods of Work among Moslems—recent developments. (Di- 
rect and indirect methods and work for women). Rev. S. vR. 
Trowbridge (Turkey). 
Discussion: Dr. C. Stanley G. Mylrea (Arabia), Rev. Dr. S. G. 
Wilson, D.D. (Persia). 
V. How can the American churches deal practically with the Moslem 
advance, especially in Africa? Bishop W. R. Lambuth. 
Discussion: Bishop Hartzell (Africa), Dr. Ira Harris (Syria), 
Dr. Talcott Williams. 
VI. Open Forum—Suggested topics for discussion: 
1. Are there essential differences between the Mohammedanism 48 
the Near East and that of India and Malaysia? 
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To what extent is polygamy practiced in the Moslem world; to 

what extent divorce? 

Why is special training necessary in dealing with Moslems? 

Where may special training for work among Moslems be best 

secured ? 

What is the value of the printed page in carrying the Gospel to 

Moslems? 

What should be done to meet the temporal needs of the convert 

from Islam? 

Can Moslem women converts make a public profession of their 

faith in Christ with safety? 

Is there a special method of approach to the Moslems by way of 

the club and lecture hail? 

Must we insist upon the church building or chapel as a meeting 

place for Moslems? 

10. In the event of mass movements toward Christianity on the part 
of Moslems, could a community bring with it its mosque or 
place of worship? 

11. Should the order and style of church service be modified to con- 
form more to the Moslem customs? 

12. Should separate schools for Moslems be opened? 

13. If so, should there be any radical change in the curriculum for 
schools in the same country for non-Moslems? 

14. What union movements are there among missions to Moslems? 

15. How much is Islam as a system dependent upon continuing the 
exclusive Moslem control of the Hejaz? 

16. What phases of Christianity appeal most irresistibly to Moslems? 

17. Should baptism be insisted upon as soon as a Moslem professes 

his belief in Jesus Christ? 

VII. Inner mental and spiritual processes of Moslem conversion to 

Christianity. Prof. Duncan B. MacDonald. 
Discussion: Rev. R. F. McNeil (Egypt), Dr. George F. Herrick 
(Turkey). 
WIL: psec non Bishop Lambuth. 
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RELATION OF THE REGULAR BOARDS AND SOCIETIES TO 
SPECIAL MISSIONARY MOVEMENTS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel has been approached 
during the year by the representatives of several regular missionary 
Boards, and asked to give counsel and cooperation in the adjustment 
of certain difficulties which have arisen between these Boards and 
certain independent missionary movements and organizations which 
had entered the areas within which these Boards were working. The 
Committee of Reference and Counsel has not seen fit to take any 
action as yet, but is giving the whole question a thorough study with 
the hope of formulating a policy for dealing with such cases. There 
are several elements in the problem which present serious difficulty. 
The independent movements or missions involved are frequently under 
the leadership of some individual whose motives or policies in promot- 
ing missionary work are without check from any definite Board, 
missionary organization or even missionary constituency to which 
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appeal could be made. It is largely, therefore, a question of dealing 
with certain individuals and personalities. In addition to this, there is 
frequently a measure of irresponsibility and of inexperience, due to 
the fact that these missionary movements have been in existence for 
but a short time and their continuance is not altogether assured. The 
difficulty of arriving at an understanding with some of these inde- 
pendent movements is aggravated by the fact, that their promoters are 
often located in remote sections of the United States or of Canada 
so that personal interviews with the leaders are not always possible, 
while it is equally difficult to bring these leaders into fellowship with 
regular Boards and their leaders. 

Several steps are suggested to be taken with a view to relieving the 
situation, and especially to establishing with these independent mission- 
ary movements such relationships as may conduce to a better under- 
standing between them and the regular Boards. Information requires 
to be gathered as to the headquarters of these movements and the 
individuals who control. or direct their activities. A friendly corre- 
spondence or even personal visits, together with an exchange of the 
literature, may establish points of contact which will be serviceable. 
On the field, a friendly attitude may be wisely urged upon mission- 
aries, with the hope that through Christian courtesy, forebearance and 
kindness, conflicts of missionary policy may be avoided on the basis of 
personal friendship. Most important, however, is it to press upon the 
constituencies of the Christian Churches of America the wisdom of 
withholding endorsement from special missionary undertakings, unless 
a thoroughly responsible leadership has been first assured, and these 
special efforts have been properly correlated with the regular and 
established lines of missionary work undertaken in the name of the 
organized Church. The evils of independent and un-correlated mis- 
sionary efforts are so great that we cannot permit ourselves to relax 
in any effort to educate the Christian public with reference to these 
dangers. The difficulties of over-lapping in the cultivation of the field 
at home are great, but the most serious and lamentable consequences 
are to be found in the friction and the working at cross purposes in 
the foreign field itself, wherever such independent and uncorrelated 
missionary efforts are to be found. 


AN INCORPORATED BODY TO HOLD TITLES OF UNION 
INSTITUTIONS. 


This serious question, referred to in the last annual Report of the 
Committee (pages 103 and 110 of the printed’ proceedings of the 
Conference, 1912) has continued to receive the attention of the Commit- 
tee. The rapidly increasing number of union institutions—colleges, hos- 
pitals, medical schools, schools for the children of missionaries, etc., 
is a most gratifying evidence of the new era of cooperation upon which 
missionary work has now entered. Many of these institutions are 
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forming separate Boards of Trustees in North America and Great 
Britain, which are independent of the Missionary Societies. Most of 
these institutions are the direct result of the work maintained by the 
Missionary Societies. They are manned by missionaries who are support- 
ed by these Societies. They utilize the products of missionary work. 
They train native workers upon which the future work depends, and 
they appeal at home to the constituencies which are the sole reliance 
of the Societies. Yet they are organically independent of them. 
Sometimes these Boards of Trustees include officers or members of the 
regular missionary Societies and sometimes they do not. Even when 
they do include them, the relation to the Societies is often merely 
nominal. More and more, the larger institutions which are still con- 
nected with the Societies are showing a disposition to swing away and 
form their own separately incorporated Board of Trustees. Each 
institution seeks large sums of money and wants to conduct a vigorous 
campaign among the givers who are the main reliance of the Societies. 
In many cases, they secure additional sums, in others, they divert 
money from the regular work, and with their increasing number and 
growing energy, there is grave danger of multiplying, over-lapping and 
conflicting appeals so that the evangelistic work, the salaries of mis- 
sionaries, and the lower schools, which are wholly dependent upon the 
treasuries of the Societies, are likely to suffer. We believe that one 
of the most solemn and imperative duties of the Churches and the 
Societies which represent them is to train the ministers and other 
leaders of the Church in the mission field and that they 
should not abdicate this duty by turning it over to any 
independent body, for whose future fidelity and soundness in 
the faith there can be no guarantee. On the other hand, we should 
gladly recognize the fact that some of these independent institutions 
are doing splendid work, work that the Societies and missions were 
not doing and in some cases* were not able to do. We must also 
recognize the fact that it is exceedingly difficult and often impossible 
for a Society to give adequate support to a growing university and 
that the missionaries in charge of the institution feel compelled to seek 
an equipment for it which their Society cannot give them. Nor should 
we overlook the historic fact that sometimes a Society has hampered 
unnecessarily its higher educational institutions, so that those in charge 
of them have felt obliged to secure their freedom. We are not criti- 
cising these independent institutions. They have had a hard time and 
have been forced to do the best they could. Thus far, there has been 
little opportunity for them to do anything else than push their work 
for themselves. If they had not done so, they could not have lived. 
The institutions which do not have such separate backing are finding 
difficulty in securing an adequate hearing. And now here are the union 
schools for the children of missionaries which are now being developed 
in several fields. Should each one be represented by a separate Board 
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of Trustees in this country? Should such Boards of Trustees be incor- 
porated, and if not by what body should the title be held? 

The subject is too large and beset by too many difficulties to be 
hastily decided and the Committee deems it wise for the present simply 
to call attention to it and to invite thoughtful consideration of it with 
a view to action at the next annual meeting of the Conference. The 
Committee suggests at this time the following tentative opinions; 

First: Union in institutional mission work is highly desirable and 
should be encouraged: wherever practicable; particularly in higher 
educational institutions, hospitals and professional schools; 

Second: Boards of Managers on the field should be composed of 
missionaries elected by the cooperating missions, and a majority of the 
members of the Boards of Trustees in North America should be com- 
posed of officers and members of the cooperating Societies; 

Third: Wherever the departments of a given institution occupy 
separate properties which are already held by their respective Societies, 
or where new properties can be allocated to some existing denomina- 
tional Society upon which the constituent bodies of the union can agree, 
it is desirable that this course should be followed, so as to avoid the 
multiplication of independently incorporated Boards of Trustees; 
where, however, this is impracticable, the Board of Trustees should of 
course be organized so that it can hold the property; 

Fourth: That the question of incorporating some permanent Com- 
mittee to hold titles for such union enterprises inaugurated by the 
Societies as the Societies concerned may desire be made an 
order of business at the next annual Conference and _ that 
meantime, the Committee of Reference and Counsel confer with the 
Trustees and other representatives of ‘existing institutions with a view 
to obtaining the benefit of their experience and advice as to the course 
which would be most likely to advance the interests of the cause and 
conserve the rights that have already been acquired. 


CHINA FAMINE RELIEF COMMITTEE. 


The last annual Conference gave sympathetic consideration to an 
appeal to aid in arousing the Christian people of the United States 
and Canada to the appalling conditions in China which had been caused 
by disastrous floods and the pestilence and famine that had followed 
them, and the Conference instructed the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel to organize a Famine Relief Committee for this purpose. In 
obedience to this instruction, the Committee of Reference and Counsel 
immediately organized a large and representative Committee with the 
Rt. Rev. David H. Greer, D.D., LL.D., Chairman, President Nicholas 
Murray Butler, LL.D., the Hon. Joseph H. Choate, Mr. John D. Crim- 
mins, the Hon. Seth Low, LL.D., and the Hon. Oscar S. Straus, 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Jacob H. Schiff, Treasurer, and William B. Miller, 
Secretary. The Committee was gratified by the readiness with which a 
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considerable number of other able and influential men accepted appoint- 
ment on the Committee. Mr. Millar and the Rev. Dr. John E. Williams 
of China, who was in this country on furlough, were particularly active 
in the work of the Committee and indeed dit most of the work. When 
the Committee began its work, the Red Cross Society had secured only 
about $5,000 for this purpose. The Special Committee was chiefly 
instrumental in arousing public interest and in effectively appealing for 
funds so that the splendid sum of about $350,000 was sent to the Union 
Famine Relief Committee in Shanghai. The Committee continued its 
beneficent work until early summer when the new crops began to be 
available. The harvest proved to be one of the most bountiful in the 
history of China so that a new era of prosperity now prevails. 

In this connection, we wish to call attention to the Report of the Central 
China Famine Relief Committee, prepared by the Rev. E. C. Loben- 
stine, Honorary Secretary of the Committee. It forms a handsomely 
printed and illustrated pamphlet of 79 pages and presents a rich and 
suggestive store of information. The report unintentionally but none 
the less clearly affords another illustration of the wide range and variety 
of the missionary’s work, the high administrative efficiency with which 
they perform,’ and the fact that it is the missionary and the people 
at home who support him who always take the lead in the relief 
of suffering humanity anywhere in the non-Christian world. 


RELATIONS TO GOVERNMENTS. 


The Committee of Reference and Counsel did considerable work 
under this head prior to the organization of the Continuation Com- 
mittee. When that Committee was constituted, we assumed that it 
would handle most questions of this kind. The Continuation Com- 
mittee, however, has not seen the way clear thus far to take up this 
work, believing that for the present at least action in particular cases 
would more wisely be taken by the National Missionary Conferences or 
their duly constituted Committees. The natural approach to a govern- 
ment is believed to be through its own citizens whose interests are 
directly affected by the concrete question that may be under considera- 
tion at the time. It is, therefore, the judgment of the Continuation 
Committee that the Committee of Reference and Counsel should resume 
its former relations to this subject and that if a particular question 
should be of such a character as to render it wise for the Continuation 
Committee to act, the Committee of Reference and Counsel should take 
the initiative by requesting the Continuation Committee to do so. The 
Committee of Reference and Counsel will therefore exercise again the 
duties which formed a part of the functions originally referred to it 
by the Conference and which indeed constituted one of the reasons 
for its organization. 

Issues may develop from time to time which are of such a character 
as to render it advisable to seek the counsel of laymen who are eminent 
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for their knowledge of international law and diplomatic procedure, 
but who are not officially connected with the Boards that may be directly 
concerned so that they can view a pending question from a more de- 
tached and independent position. Such an issue actually did develop 
during the year, and the Chairman of your Committee, after consulta- 
tion with the Boards concerned, called a conference of representatives 
of these Boards to confer with the Hon. Seth Low, LL.D., formerly 
mayor of New York and Chairman of the American Section of the 
Edinburgh World Conference Commission on The Relations of Mis- 
sions and Governments; the Hon. John W. Foster, D.D., LL.D., 
formerly Secretary of State; Charles W. Eliot, LL.D., formerly Presi- 
dent of Harvard University; Arthur T. Hadley, LLD., President of 
Yale University; the Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D., LL.D., Editor of the 
Qutlook; the Hon. James Brown Scott, Adviser in International Law of 
the United States at the Hague Peace Conference; Jeremiah W. Jenks, 
LL.D., Professor of Political Economy in New York University. This 
conference proved to be of large interest and value. The mere fact 
that men of the type named were so ready to respond to such a call 
is a significant illustration of the prominence and influence of the 
missionary enterprise and the relation that it has come to sustain to 
international affairs. It is believed that it would be advantageous to 
have some such body of laymen regularly constituted with the approval 
of the Conference so that they may be available when needed. The 
Committee of Reference and Counsel therefore. recommends that the 
Conference of the Foreign Mission Boards of North America appoint 
two advisory Councils on the national relations of missionary societies 
and missionary work, each to consist of not less than five, or more than 
ten members, one to be constituted of citizens of Canada and the other 
of citizens of the United States, with the design that these Councils 
shall act separately when issues are brought to them by the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel, or by any Missionary Societies desiring 
their assistance, and that the two Councils may act as a single body. 
respecting issues affecting interests of Missionary Societies in both coun- 
tries. It it understood that, while the names of those Councils are to 
be included among the regular Committees of the Conference, no 
meetings of the Councils will be required, except as hérein provided, 
and that no reports will be asked from them except after such meetings. 

The Conference is painfully aware of the large questions of inter- 
national import which have arisen during the year. Three of these in 
particular have been of the gravest character. 


The first was the situation in China created by the Chinese Revolu- 
tion. The Conference of representatives of the Boards on this subject, 
held by the Committee of Reference and Counsel, has been dealt with 
in a separate section. We may add here an expression of our profound 
regret that the Governments of the United States and Great Britain 
have this far failed to recognize the Chinese Republic. More than a 
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year has now passed since the new Government was inaugurated. The 
difficulties which it has encountered have been no more than were 
reasonably to be expected, and far less than were experienced by 
many other nations after so radical a change of governments. China 
is today enjoying far more settled and orderly conditions than pre- 
vailed in the Republics of France, Portugal, Brazil} Panama or any 
of the other Republics of Central and South America when our Gov- 
einment formally recognized their independence. Nations like those 
of the United States and Great Britain, which are supposed to be the 
most enlightened and liberty-loving of all the nations and whose Chris- 
tian people have done more than all other peoples combined 
to communiate to the Chinese the principles of enlightened self- 
government, should be the first to extend to their brethren in 
China full -recognition of an honorable place among the nations 
of the earth to which they are now clearly entitled. 

The second event was the war between the Balkan States and Turkey, 
with its far-reaching significance, its possible perils to considerable 
numbers of missionaries and their work, and the demand upon Christian 
sympathies created by the pitiful sufferings of the sick and wounded 
Turkish soldiers, for whose proper care the Turkish Government 
appeared to have made absolutely no provision, so that virulent dis- 
eases raged unchecked, and stricken men lay for days upon the open 
ground without food, water or any surgical attention whatever. The 
Chairman of the Committee united with a little company of Christian 
men in forming a New York auxiliary to the Red Cross Society and in 
making a public appeal for relief funds. We were interested in the 
opinion expressed by the Hon. Oscar Straus, former American Ambas- 
sador to Turkey, to the effect that it was extremely desirable and only 
fair and right that the Turkish people should know that the Christian 
people of America who have long been doing missionary work among 
them, while neutral as far as the conduct of the war was concerned, 
were nevertheless ready to respond with promptness of Christian sym- 
pathy to the dire needs of the sick and suffering Turkish soldiers. 
Cabled advices to the American Board, which has the largest work in 
the zone of the hostilities affected by the war, indicated that the mission- 
aries did not consider themselves in personal danger, that the attitude 
of the troops and people toward them was friendly, and that the mis- 
sionaries were, as always in such circumstances, foremost in kindly 
ministries to the sick and wounded combatants and to the non-combat- 
ants who were dispossessed and impoverished by the ravages of the 
war. Mission compounds were crowded with refugees and the medical 
missionaries toiled indefatigably and under heavy strain to gine what 
skilled relief they could to the injured. 

The third event is the trying situation which has arisen in Korea in 
connection with what has become known as “The Korean Conspiracy 
Case.” There have been several conferences with representatives of the 
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Boards having work in Korea, and at their request, the Chairman of 
the Committee prepared a pamphlet on the subject, copies of which: 
have been sent to all the members of the Conference. The missionaries 
and Korean Christians need our special prayers in this time of sore 
perplexity and distress, and the following Call to Prayer was issued in 
December : 


A CALL TO PRAYER FOR KOREA. 


Conditions in Korea urgently call for the prayer of faith—the prayer 
that prevails with God. Korea has, for a quarter of a century, been one 
of the most open, most promising and most fruitful mission fields of 
the world. It has been the theater of almost unparalleled missionary 
activity and success. The policies and the methods adopted by the 
missionaries evidently have been wise and have had the endorsement of 
the most enlightened leaders and representatives of the Japanese Gov- 
ernment, including the late Prince Ito. The blessing of God has rested 
upon the labors of His servants. Tens of thousands of Koreans have 
been converted and have given unmistakable proof of the genuineness 
of their faith by the uprightness of their lives and by their willingness 
to suffer the loss of all things for Christ’s sake. 

A situation has developed between the Japanese military police and 
the Korean Church which has greatly disturbed the missionary body and 
the Church and which is calculated to work serious injury to the cause 
of missions, so dear to the hearts of millions of Christians in the United 
States, in Canada, in Great Britain and on the Continent. Stricken and 
helpless, distressed by fears within and troubles without, with her old 
religious belief shattered and her new faith called in question, Korea 
stretches out her hands and appeals to heaven for the help that seems 
to be denied from human sources. There is singular appropriateness 
in making an appeal to the Church for prayer in behalf of conditions 
in Korea, not only because of the natural power of prayer, but espe- 
cially because the situation there is so embarrassing and of such a 
character that it seems unwise at present to appeal to political or other 
influences in order to rectify the situation. A very special dependence 
is therefore laid on prayer to solve the difficulty of the situation. 

The Committee of Reference and Counsel, by unanimous action and 
representing the Missionary Boards and Societies of North sigs ee 
therefore issues a call for intercessory prayer: 

That our brethren, native and foreign, may not be unduly anxious, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving may 
make their requests known unto God. 

That they shall see that none render unto anyone evil for evil, but 
always follow after that which is good one toward another and toward 
all, proving themselves blameless before Christ, the Judge of all men. 

That they may be speedily delivered from all their afflictions, but 
while in the midst of them may be strengthened with all power accord- 
ing to the might of His glory unto all patience and long-suffering 
with jo 

That ae anger, wrath and malice may be put off, and that they shall 
put on a heart of kindness, lowliness, meekness and long-suffering. 
forgiving their enemies, and being filled with that love which passeth 
knowledge, the peace of Christ ruling in their hearts to the which they 
are called in one body. 

That the blessing of Almighty God be upon the Emperor of Japan, 
and upon those in high places who carry out the Imperial commands, 
to the end that during his illustrious reign, righteousness, mercy and 
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peace shall extend to every individual subject and to the remotest 
bounds of the Empire. 

There have been grounds for anxiety in the political condi- 
tions of some other lands, and the year 1913 opens with a 
turbulent outlook in more than one field. The cause of mis- 
sions is necessarily affected by these political unheavals, as they 
always interfere with the progress of the work, for a time at least, and 
frequently involve peril to devoted missionaries and native Christians. 
We often need to remind ourselves of the words of our Lord: “Ye 
shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled, for 
all these things must come to pass; but the end is not yet . . . He that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations. And then shall the end come.” 


SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS. 


The spiritual side of Christian activity requires careful and constant 
attention. There needs no apology for pressing its claims on this 
Conference but in doing so let it first be gratefully acknowledged that 
there are very many in all the churches, and their number is increasing, 
who are faithfully seeking the best, who are reaching forth to the things 
that are before, striving for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. With that recognition the following suggestions are. 
submitted for consideration: 

1. There exists amongst the Churches at the present time, a deepen- 
ing sense of insufficiency and need. In Conferences public and private, 
no sentiment finds more frequent expression than this, that the Church 
with her present spiritual equipment is not equal to the requirements of 
the day. Notwithstanding greatly increased knowledge of conditions 
in mission fields, and notwithstanding highly developed organization, 
the Church does not measure up to the opportunities and responsibilities 
of the hour and cannot do so without a large accession of spiritual 
power. So serious a charge so frequently expressed accompanied as it 
sometimes is with feelings kindred to despair should arrest attention 
and provoke earnest thought. In such a Conference as this dealing 
with matters of infinite moment, the mere suggestion that we lack the 
first and highest qualification of our office should excite humiliation 
and confession and enquiry. 

Is it true that we are not leading, not placing the emphasis where it 
belongs? If true, what can be done to get the Conference and the 
Boards and Churches represented in the Conference on a right footing, 
for the campaign in which we are engaged? The enquiry demands 
speedy attention and frank, conscientious investigation, for eternal 
interests are at stake. 

2. In addition to many promises and assurances in God’s Word there 
have been given at intervals, down through the centuries, times of 
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refreshing fitted to inspire confidence and arouse expectations. These 
extraordinary spiritual awakenings have been uniformly preceded by 
extraordinary prayer. Recall for example one of the most remarkable 
of these movements begun in New York City in the year 1857. It was 
remarkable in many ways but especially in this, that it originated solely 
in prayer. There were no evangelists, but little preaching, interdenomi- 
national in character, conducted almost entirely by laymen, without 
excitement or sensational methods, nothing but men coming together 
under a great sense of need, and beseeching the Throne of grace for 
an outpouring of His Spirit upon a lost world. Prayer was answered 
and the outpouring came with results beyond all computation. Eternity 
alone can reveal how great the results were and what they meant to the 
world. Are the needs not as great today as they were in 1857? And 
with the need a new urgency in doors open in all lands as they were 
not open then! They may not be open long and if closed decades of 
disappointment may come to the Church of Christ. If times and 
seasons mean anything in the administration of Providence and Grace 
is this not the time of times when the Church should awake, should 
“take no rest and give Him no rest until He make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth’? We cannot force the divine hand but we can and ought 
to fulfil the conditions and God is not unfaithful who promised— 
“When the poor and the needy seek water and there is none and their 
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them. I the God of 
Israel will not forsake them. 1 will open rivers in high places, and 
springs in the midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool 
of water and the dry land springs of water.” Such promises are good 
for all time. We have with us the wilderness and the parched land 
and the weary heritage. Are we not all agreed that what yet lacketh 
is “the seeking” the importunity that will not let go until the blessing 
comes ? 

3. How can the prayer life be cultivated and a much larger number 
be led to share in this blessed ministry? All recognize the difficulty 
and delicacy of the problem. One naturally shrinks from the introduc- 
tion of machinery in a realm so purely spiritual. Machinery is sugges- 
tive of practices such as the rosary or prayer wheel that command 
neither approval nor respect. One writes, “If there is any one phase of 
the missionary enterprise in which it is possible to make serious mis- 
takes by unwise, overemphasis and artificial plans it is in the matter 
of missionary intercession.” That is true. It is nevertheless true that 
organized effort has been tried to good purpose. What is begun and 
stimulated by organization may grow into the liberty and freedom of 
the Spirit. The following methods are in common use:, 

(1) Specified seasons, such as the “Week of Prayer” at the begin- 
ing of the New Year; days or weeks of prayer for young men, 
for Colleges, or in times of crisis for some particular mission 
or country. 
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(2) 
(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


Prayer Cycles—so arranged as to suggest the material of prayer, 
giving intelligence and directness to the exercise of this gift. 


Prayer Circles—companies of Christians pledging themselves to 
prayer in behalf of some department of Christian work in 
which they are specially interested. 


A register kept at the Mission Offices in which are enrolled the 
names of special intercessors who have definitely enlisted in 
this ministry. The maintenance of such a roll implies labor, 
but if wisely cultivated might bring abundant reward. 


The Monthly Missionary meeting. One reports, “I have been 
doing all I could to make the monthly missionary meeting a 
real nerve-centre in the life of the Churches, especially in the 
way of giving point to intercession by means of fresh informa- 
tion, selected with a view to the promotion of the prayer 
spirit, as the burning-heart of the Church.” The monthly 
concert of prayer for Missions has been in the past a source 
of great power, but it is a cause of regret that it has in some 

’ Churches largely fallen into disuse. 


Monthly Magazines are used to this end. One writes, “In our 
Monthly Magazine, programs for the Monthly Missionary 
meeting are published, laying emphasis on prayer for the spe- 
cial objects suggested.” Another writes, “Through the depart- 
ment known as the Sanctuary of Missions in our Monthly 
Magazine, we endeavor to secure regular definite and intelli- 
gent prayer.’ In addition the same Church issues a quarterly 
leaflet issued by the Church Prayer League which works in 
close communication with the Board of Missions and seeks 
similar ends. 


(7) An hour set apart for daily united intercession in behalf of 


Missions. In some parish Churches and in some of the cathe- 
drals in connection with the Protestant Episcopal Church this 
practice is followed, but the whole membership of the Church 
is urged to offer intercession for Missions at. the noon hour. 
In accordance with this general appeal, at all diocesan and 
triennial conventions and similar Church gatherings business 
is suspended at twelve o’clock noon, to offer intercession in 
behalf of the Mission enterprises of the world. 


(8) Conferences on Prayer—One such Conference held at New Wil- 


mington, Pa., is reported as exceedingly helpful. It is a two- 
day Conference held immediately after a Summer Conference, 
when time is given over to the practice of prayer. “Those who 
attend, although it may be, comparatively few in number go 
away with a new vision and new purpose and become agents 
for setting up prayer circles that actually pray.” 
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4. In addition to these methods in common use what specially con- 
cerns this Conference is whether there is anything further that it can 
do to awaken the Church to a sense of responsibility and need. If the 
purpose of our annual gathering is the consideration of all matters 
pertaining to foreign mission enterprise surely this cannot be omitted. 
It deserves a prominent place in our deliberations. It is suggested: 


(1) That in all our gatherings prayer should be a prominent feature. 
The program should provide for a lengthened period of inter- 
cession some time during each day. It is felt that we have not 
yet lifted our federated prayer-life as a Foreign Mission Con- 
ference, to the same level to which we have lifted our other 
activities. 

(2) When Jesus was on earth He did not give Himself to literature 
or organization, but to the building up of men, and into the 
hands of these men He put qne weapon for the conquest of 
the world. They should be men of prayer. “If ye ask anything 
in my name I will give it.” Should not we as secretaries set 
the example and be known as men of prayer? Should we not 
be to our missionaries and Boards and Churches living epistles 
known and read? Every thought about us should be through 
force of example, an incentive to prayer. Certainly, our appeals 
will mean little unless we are what we ask others to be. 

(3) Every effort should be put forth in farewell conferences with 
missionaries going out for the first time or returning after 
furlough, to give the cultivation of their own spiritual life a 
first place. And to that end much time should be given to 
communion with God in prayer. 

(4) Meetings of Boards should be characterized by the same devo- 
tional spirit we desire to have present in this Conference. It 
is more than unfortunate, it is disastrous that the whole time 
of a meeting of the Board should be so crowded with details 
that they find no time for this, the most important thing. 
The chief responsibility for the atmosphere of the Board must 
rest upon the officers who have the program in hand and give 
direction to the discussions. 

(5) The Secretaries of Mission Boards, might well take upon them- 
selves the burden of suggesting the promotion of such 
“moments on the mount” in Synods and Assemblies, Confer- 
ences or other gatherings of ministers and Christian workers. 
It is an acknowledged need, and the proposal would be wel- 
comed if some one would but lead. Who could take prominence 
in such effort more suitably than Mission officials chosen by 
the Church as specially fitted to deal with the most sacred 
interests in the Church’s care. Such a move would be almost 
universally welcomed as the want of it is almost universally 
lamented. 
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(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


Secretaries are called upon to deliver many addresses throughout 
their Churches. In addition to impressing the duty of prayer 
might not such visits be made the occasion of enlisting inter- 
cessors, who will definitely undertake to share in this ministry? 


Might not secretaries have on hand a list of chosen ones, an inner 
circle, to whom as to a council of war, they can turn in times 
of crisis or special opportunity, in connection with which, a 
marked manifestation of the power of God is needed and may 
be expected. 


Might not more be done in the production and circulation of 
literature, upon prayer as is being done in connection with 
other departments of Mission work—not of equal importance? 
There are on hand booklets on prayer of great value that might 
be more widely utilized, but the number ought to be largely 
increased and judiciously circulated, beyond the ordinary sales 
of the Book Room. 


The Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church has adopted the 
following comprehensive resolution, “We call upon the Church 
to join with us and with the Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society, in making the coming year a year of prayer, with 
quarterly meetings for prayer in behalf of Missions in every 
Church, and with a noonday prayer circle girdling the earth, 
a circle which shall unite the strong, the weak, the poor, the 
rich, the learned, the unlettered, in the holy fellowship of inter- 
cessory intercession.” So ambitious a resolution is not more 
ambitious than the occasion demands. May this Board realize 
that it pays “To attempt great things for God.” 


(10) The/General Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 


North America is at present preparing a revised Church-book 
in which is to be incorporated a number of collects for Mis- 
sions, in order that in the general and public prayers of the 
entire Church there may be continuously remembered the 
evangelization of the world. 


(11) ’ Let the Boards and missionary leaders, and others of kindred 


spirit, meet and face this supreme problem by themselves, giv- 
ing the time necessary to harmonize views and reach conclu- 
sions. Out of these denominational Conferences let there arise 
interdenominational conferences, through which may be dis- 
covered what further steps should be taken to promote this 
indispensable ministry. “If there is value in united conference . 
for the clearing of our vision and the perfecting of our 
methods, will there not be some corresponding result if we meet 
in prayer and exercise this gift unitedly?” 
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(12) Answered prayers in the Old Testament and New have been an 
inspiration to the Church in all the ages. Might not greater 
use be made of similar answers in modern Missions? A well 
selected collection of incidents would be of historic value, as 
well as prove a stimulus to the faith of believers. Prayer life 
is quickened by anything that creates a sense of the reality 
of the presence of Him who is in the midst of the golden 
candlesticks. 


These suggestions and others that may be offered are commended to 
the consideration of the Conference. Again let it be said that the 
delicacy and dangers of what may seem mechanical methods is recog- 
nized, but because of difficulties we may not stand still. There is danger 
in the pulpit, but the pulpit cannot on that account be abandoned. It is 
to be expected that a method that commends itself to one mind and 
heart will not appeal to another. There is, however, no difference of 
opinion here as to the statement that this problem is fundamental—that 
if the best results to be attained, we must daily return to foundation 
principles and plant ourselves upon the solid rock of the eternal promise. 
God uses many instrumentalities but the first and greatest of these is 
prayer—‘Ye have not because ye ask not’—‘‘Ask and receive that your 
joy may be full.” 

The term of the following members of the Committee expires with 
this meeting of the Conference: ; 

The Rev. Alexander McLean, D.D., Mr. John R. Mott, LL.D., the 
Rev. Paul de Schweinitz, D.D., the Rev. Homer C. Stuntz, D.D. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ARTHUR J. Brown, Chairman. 
CuHaArRLES R. Watson, Secretary. 

James L. Barton. 

THOMAS S. BARBOUR. 

WALTER R. LAMBUTH. 

ARTHUR S. LiLoyp. 

Ropert P. Mackay. 

ALEXANDER MCLEAN. 

Joun R. Morr (Absent in Asia). 

PAUL DE SCHWEINITZ. 

T. E. Ecrerton SHORE. 

Homer C. STUNTZz. 


(Absent in South America) 
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